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The Fall 2008 issue of
Spin.Off will feature New to You:
something you’ve never tried
before—it can be a new fiber, a
new technique, a new yarn.The

deadline to submit is May 23, 2008. Please send a
five-yard length of handspun yarn labeled with your
name, mailing address, phone number, e-mail address
(if you have one), and fiber content. Mail your yarn
and any comments you may have to Spin.Off Your
Yarn, 201 E. Fourth St., Loveland, CO 80537-5655.
Call or e-mail us with questions at (970) 613-4682
or spinoff@interweave.com.The yarn won’t be
returned, but it will be used to raise money for a
worthy charity. Please contact us at the above
address if you’d like to volunteer to make a charity
item using the yarns from previous Your Yarn entries.

Next
Challenge

Y O U R Y A R N

Exotic Yarns 

Carol Gray of Lafayette, California
Yak, 2-ply, 12 wpi, 5 bpi, 750 ypp
“This was my first attempt at yak—it was challenging, but I enjoyed trying a long-draw technique.”

Vickie Starbuck of Columbus, Ohio
Handdyed camel down, 2-ply, 23 wpi, 10 bpi, 1,700 yyp
“This yarn was dyed by Sandy Jones of Sandy’s Palette. I spun it on my Jerry Womack electric spinner.”

Susan Ober of Fulks Run,Virginia
Qiviut, 2-ply, 21 wpi, 14 bpi, 1,650 ypp
“I spun this qiviut yarn on a 1⁄4-ounce Steve Paulsen square spindle.”

Ellen McKean of Alameda, California
Qiviut, camel down, and yak, 3-ply, 21 wpi, 9 bpi, 2,200 ypp
“Why not combine three beautiful exotic down fibers into one yarn? I spun singles of qiviut, camel,
and yak for this warm, soft 3-ply yarn.The best tip I’ve found for spinning exotic fibers came from
Patricia Emerick who said,“Hold the fibers as though you were holding a butterfly in your hand.”

Norma Bromley of Newark,Vermont
Cashmere, 2-ply, 28 wpi, 12 bpi, 3,050 ypp
“This American cashmere fiber was handcombed from Aggie, a female cashmere goat born at Tannery
Farm Cashmeres, in Danville,Vermont.The fiber was slightly felted in some places during combing. I
left the nubs in during spinning for added texture. I now own Aggie and eight other cashmere goats!”

Exotically beautiful yarns, we should say! Wow. These are yarns
you want to bury your face in, roll around in, jump into a

swimming pool filled with. No wonder so many of you are going
to make scarves and shawls with them—you’d want them right by
your face so that you can keep feeling that luxurious softness. We

measured bumps per inch (bpi) rather than twists per inch (tpi)
this time. Shown here are a selection of the fiber types and
spinning styles we received; view more in the Spring 2008 

issue of Spin.Off. Yarns are shown at 100%. Details show 
the yarns magnified at 400%.
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Blanche Bejah of Riverside,Tasmania, Australia
Cashmere, 2-ply, 27 wpi, 7 bpi, 2,450 ypp

Katie O. Flynn of San Mateo, California
Yak, 2-ply, 16 wpi, 8 bpi, 800 ypp

Laura Chinn-Smoot of San Francisco, California
Yak, 2-ply, 17 wpi, 8 bpi, 1,450 ypp

Beatrice Bolesworth of San Leandro, California
Yak, 2-ply, 16 wpi, 7 bpi, 750 ypp

Amy Kuhlmann of San Francisco, California
Yak, cabled, 9 wpi, 450 ypp

Fiona Vincent of St. Andrews, Scotland
Baby yak, 4-ply, 12 wpi, 14 bpi, 800 ypp
“This fluffy fiber wanted to be a soft, bulky yarn, but the staple was so short, I could only make a thin,
tightly spun singles. Combining four singles into a 4-ply yarn gave it the bulk I was looking for.”

Andrea Livingston-Shuman of Hayward, California
Yak, 2-ply, 14 wpi, 8 bpi, 550 ypp

Joy Buck of Nashville,Tennessee
Baby camel down, 2-ply, 20 wpi, 9 bpi, 1,800 ypp
“Baby camel down was the first fiber (after wool) that I learned to spin.This sample was spun in 2003;
I learned to spin in 2002.”
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Stella Xenophontos-Hellen of Dundee, Scotland
Camel down, 2-ply, 17 wpi, 7 bpi, 900 ypp
“I really enjoy your magazine because it makes me know that it is okay to be passionate about
spinning one’s own yarn. My friends just smile and nod. I spun this yarn on a 1-ounce Balkan 
(2-whorl) spindle.”

Darla Mohr of Hannacroix, New York
50% baby camel/50% bombyx silk, 2-ply, 23 wpi, 5 bpi, 1,950 yyp
“This lovely blend of camel and silk was a joy to spin on my high-whorl spindle. I’m starting to weave 
it as a scarf.”

Kevin DeVries of Crown Point, Indiana
Yak, 2-ply, 20 wpi, 8 bpi, 1,600 ypp
“This is a very soft, short-stapled fiber. I did not blend it with any other fiber, though I think it would 
be easier to spin if blended with wool.”

Sue Heyward of Hanham, South Gloucestershire, England
Camel down, 2-ply, 14 wpi, 10 bpi, 750 yyp
“This fine camel down has quite a few guard hairs, which made it feel quite coarse, but the color is nice.”

Betty Clarkson of Lancaster, Pennsylvania
Cashmere, 2-ply, 26 wpi, 10 bpi, 3,000 ypp
“I bought this luxurious Mongolian cashmere top from Mad About Ewes of Lewisburg, Pennsylvania.
I spun this slippery fiber on my Bosworth top-whorl ‘Moosie’ spindle. It was a challenge, but a definite
pleasure.”

Glenna Chumbley of Huntsville,Texas
Buffalo, 2-ply, 33 wpi, 16 bpi, 3,100 ypp
“This Buffalo Gold fiber was a gift. I’ve spun buffalo in the past, but it was not nearly as nice as this.
This soft, downy fiber spun up a lot like qiviut.”

Terri White of Catlettsburg, Kentucky
Camel down, singles, 33 wpi, 2,500 ypp
“My good friend Mitzi Ross introduced me to the wonders of spinning camel fiber.This sample was
spun on a tahkli support spindle.”

Irene Andersson of Ljungskile, Sweden
Camel down, 2-ply, 17 wpi, 6 bpi, 1,100 ypp
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