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The Spring 2009 issue of 
Spin.Off will feature Spindle-
Spun Yarns. High whorl, low 
whorl, tahkli, or Turkish—any-
thing goes! The deadline to sub-
mit is December 18, 2008. 

Please send a five-yard length of handspun yarn 
labeled with your name, mailing address, phone num-
ber, e-mail address (if you have one), and fiber content. 
Mail your comments and your yarn to Spin.Off  Your 
Yarn, 201 E. Fourth St., Loveland, CO 80537. Call  
or e-mail us with questions at (970) 613-4682 or 
 spinoff@interweave.com. The yarn won’t be returned, 
but it will be used to raise money for a worthy charity. 
Please contact us at the above address if you’d like to 
volunteer to make a charity item using the yarns from 
previous Your Yarn entries. 
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New to You 
Yarns 

With these yarns, the possibilities are endless! Whether 
it’s a new fiber or a new technique, these yarns are full of 

experimentation. Shown here is a selection of the fiber 
types and spinning styles we received. Yarns are shown at 

100%. Details show the yarns magnified at 310%.

Laurie Boyer of Green Bay, Wisconsin
Mohair, 2-ply, 11 wpi, 6 bpi, 375 ypp

Maureen Yukl of Clifton Park, New York
Wool, cabled, 12 wpi, 400 ypp
“A touch of Americana, deliberately high twist to use on an inkle loom to make hatbands and jewelry.”

Janet King of Walkerton, Indiana
Wool blend, cabled, 12 wpi, 550 ypp
“After reading the article “Cables: Demystifying the Mysterious Yarn” in the Spring 2008 issue of  
Spin.Off, I decided to give cabling a try. I definitely intend to cable more yarns in the future now that  
I know the way to do it.”

Keena Golden of San Francisco, California
Wool/silk blend, cabled, 13 wpi, 600 ypp
“This yarn was inspired by the book Intertwined by Lexi Boeger and the sparkle pom-poms at my son 
Sam’s preschool. The pom-poms are threaded on a gold metallic sewing thread. Each cable strand is 
made of two plies of the wool/silk, and one ply of the gold/pom-pom thread. This was a great project 
to get me out of my spinning rut!”

Margaret Kelly of Birch Tree, Missouri
Jacob wool/Australian shepherd blend, 2-ply, 13 wpi, 13 bpi, 525 ypp
“I raise Jacob sheep so access to working their fiber is not new to me. What is new is Beau Diddly,  
an Australian shepherd that a dear friend gave to me. While looking at the beautiful blue merle color,  
I thought it might blend nicely with the Jacob sheep wool. I carded 60% Jacob wool and 40% Beau 
Diddly and decided to ply it with 100% Beau Diddly.”



Copyright Spin.Off® magazine, Interweave Press, LLC. Not to be reprinted. All rights reserved.  fall 2008   ■   Spin.Off         3

Carol Phillpott of Nr. Canterbury, Kent, England
Possum/wool blend, 2-ply, 13 wpi, 9 bpi, 800 ypp
“This mixed fiber was purchased in New Zealand, and I later spun it into a luxuriously soft 2-ply yarn  
on my fabulous Majacraft Little Gem wheel.”

Kristine Franklin of Hibbing, Minnesota
Poodle, 2-ply, 13 wpi, 6 bpi, 1,075 ypp
“Ever since I got my spinning wheel, I’ve been eyeing my poodle’s soft, curly coat with envy. When  
I saw the challenge to try something new, it was all the excuse I needed to get out the clippers!”

Alicia Woods of Brisbane, California
8-track tape, 2-ply, 14 wpi, 6 bpi, 775 ypp
“I have been spinning cassette and VCR tape from dumpsters for a few years now. Most of it is used for 
basketry. I just got a very special donation of three 8-track tapes. This is my first attempt with 8-tracks.”

Barbara Goldnamer of Ansonia, Connecticut
Wool, 2-ply, 14 wpi, 7 bpi, 500 ypp
“This is my first spun and plied yarn completed on my Bosworth spindle. Now I really want a wheel.”

Judith Phillips of Bonny Doon, California
25% angora/75% Corriedale, cabled, 16 wpi, 510 ypp
“This yarn started out as an 8-ounce bag of white, clipped angora rabbit and the last locks from the first 
fleece I ever purchased the year I started spinning. This was my first experience working with angora 
rabbit and the first time I had layered fiber by hand directly onto the drum of my carder.”

Linda Condon of Palmer,  Alaska
Bamboo, 2-ply, 18 wpi, 5 bpi, 1,160 ypp
“I’ve wanted to try bamboo and the New-to-You challenge gave me an excuse to buy a few ounces.  
It was spun on my handspindle.”

Clyde Allen of Bremerton, Washington
Romney wool, 2-ply, 20 wpi, 5 bpi, 1,170 ypp
“This is an experiment to see if I could reproduce the color of sagebrush in yarn. I had a beautiful Rom-
ney fleece and dyed a handful with Jacquard chartreuse dye to get the yellow and green I wanted. When 
I combed the locks, I used several gray locks with one green lock spaced across the face of the comb. 
Then I spun a pure gray yarn and plied the two to give just a hint of green to the sagebrush yarn.”

Jody van Dooijewaard of Lakefield, Ontario, Canada
50% alpaca/50% kid mohair, 2-ply, 20 wpi, 9 bpi, 1,040 ypp
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Jane Rowley of Brivezac, France
Bamboo/Soy Silk, 2-ply, 21 wpi, 5 bpi, 3,420 ypp

Linda Waid of Cape Canaveral, Florida
50% cat fur/50% Merino, 2-ply, 21 wpi, 18 bpi, 1,960 yyp
“My cat’s fur gets into everything, so I decided to spin this year’s sheddings. Spinning the fur alone 
was unsuccessful, but when I tried using a 50/50 mix of fur and Merino wool, I was able to spin the 
fur using a charkha and Navajo-plied the singles.”

Charlotte Pavelko of Orange Cove, California
Flax, singles, 24 wpi, 9 bpi, 1,275 ypp
“A beginning with a new fiber—flax—and a new technique—use of water; just enough to dampen 
the fiber. I could have used spit, but it’s like licking a stamp in the old days—yuck!”

Kris Peters of Spring Grove, Pennsylvania
Silk Latte, 2-ply, 26 wpi, 10 bpi, 1,550 ypp
“This was fairly easy to spin if I stripped the roving into small bites. This was also my first time Ande-
an plying!”

Judy Gilchrist of Duxbury, Massachusetts
Seacell, 2-ply, 26 wpi, 9 bpi, 2,120 ypp
“I have only had the chance to spin a little Seacell, but so far I am happy with it. To me, it is interesting 
and exciting to see and try all of the new ‘regenerated’ fibers that are being made available to us.”

Wendy Caffee of Farmington, New York
Seacell, 2-ply, 30 wpi, 10 bpi, 2,850 ypp
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Marilyn Shea of Calgary,  Alberta, Canada
Ingeo, 3-ply, 35 wpi, 12 bpi, 3,700 ypp

Ellen Hall of Fultondale,  Alabama
Black Diamond, 2-ply, 41 wpi, 14 bpi, 4,550 ypp
“This yarn is spun from Black Diamond, a carbonized bamboo preparation. I don’t think it will become 
my favorite fiber although it has a nice hand. I plan to spin it into yarn for my spinning/knitting sister, who 
will turn it into a lace shawl for our nonknitting sister.”

Sue Spencer of Cooperstown, Pennsylvania
Llama, 2-ply, 10 wpi, 5 bpi, 425 ypp
“This llama was spun directly from the bag of fiber. Next time, a little more fiber preparation, carding or 
blending.”

Gillian Taylor of Prince George, British Columbia, Canada
Dress pattern paper, 2-ply, 10 wpi, 9 bpi, 460 ypp
“My friend Donna Arneson showed me her method of spinning strips of tissue paper from dress pat-
terns. I spun this on an Ashford Traditional with no tension and wound it on to the bobbin by hand.”

Jacqueline Bourque of Fredericton, New Brunswick, Canada
Jute, 2-ply, 9 wpi, 4 bpi, 375 ypp
“A couple of years ago I received a bag of fiber from my former weaving teacher. One of the fibers was 
a hank of jute, which definitely falls under the ‘new to me’ category! While spinning, my four-year-old 
came by and said ‘That yarn scares me!’ so it is my ‘hairy scary yarn.’ ”


