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Twigs & Branches
by Pat Wexelblat

 maTerials:
8 leaf-shaped beads, drilled lengthwise 
4 size 8 seed beads
Size 11 seed beads, about a teaspoonful
FireLine®/4lb, or Nymo® D thread
2 soldered round jump rings, 4.5mm, 
or 2 small oval jump rings
1 pair of ear wires
G-S Hypo Cement

 Tools: 
Little Fiskars® scissors (for Fireline®)
Beading needle, size 10

 Techniques
Fringe
Stringing

step 1

These earrings are fun to make and can 
be a wonderful seasonal addition to your 
wardrobe. The basic branch design shown 
is a great technique for adding fringe to 
your work.

Cut 5’ of thread. I recommend Little Fiskars® 
scissors for cutting Fireline® because of their unique 
ability to cut this product cleanly. Thread your needle 
to the center of the thread to work with a doubled 
thread. If using Nymo®, run the thread twice over the 
beeswax. Pass the needle through a jump ring and tie 
a square knot, leaving a 6” thread tail.

 

 
Making the main stem.

Pick up 1 size 8 bead, 1 leaf, 1 size 8, 14 size 11s, 
1 leaf, and 3 size 11s. Slide all the beads up against 
the knot at the jump ring. Skip the last 3 beads (the 
3 nearest to the needle) and “sew back through” the 
leaf and 2 size 11s just above the leaf. Note: “Sew 
back through” means to pass the needle and thread 
again through the indicated beads, in the opposite 
direction to the first pass. Exit between bead 13 
and bead 12. Tighten up the work. The main key to 
success with making branches lies in keeping a firm, 
even tension. 

step 2
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Pat Wexelblat is a former English country dance/New 
England contra dance musician, machine knitter, 
and wood turner. She has three adult children and 
is married to her best friend who is also a mentor, 
advocate, and enabler. She’s doing what she loves 
best and having the time of her life!

Making a simple branch:
Pick up 7 size 11s. Skip the last 3 beads then sew back through the 
next 2. Pick up 5 size 11s. Skip the last 3 size 11s, sew back through 
the next 2, then through the first 2 of the branch. Sew back up through 
the next 2 of the main stem, toward the jump ring. 

Exit between bead 11 and bead 10. Tighten up the work. Repeat 
Step 3 three more times, each time ending by passing up through the 
next 2 beads on the main stem. Tighten the work each time and finally 
exit between beads 5 and 4. 
 

Making a leaf branch:
Pick up 4 size 11s, 1 leaf, and 3 size 11s. Skip the last 3 size 11s then 
sew back through the leaf and 2 size 11s. Pick up 5 size 11s. Skip the 
last 3 size 11s, sew back through the next 2, then the first 2 of this 
branch, and finally up through the next 2 on the main stem. 

Exit between bead 3 and bead 2. Tighten the work. Repeat Step 
5 but pass through only 1 bead on the main stem, exiting between 
bead 2 and bead 1. 
 

Pick up 5 size 11s. Skip the last 3, sew back through the next 2 
on this branch, then up into the main stem through the last 11, the 
size 8, the leaf, and the top size 8. Pass through the jump ring and 
tie a square knot with the thread tail. Cut the threads even, leaving 
6” tails.

Thread the needle with both tails. Sew down through the top size 
8 and the leaf. Make a half-hitch knot around the threads between the 
leaf and the second size 8, then continue down through the size 8 and 
several of the main stem beads to hide the thread ends. Put a tiny dot 
of glue on the knots and allow to dry. Trim thread close to beads, being 
careful not to cut into your work.

Before attaching the ear wires, flip one of the earrings over from 
left to right, so that it becomes a mirror image of the other one.
 

step 3

step 4

step 5

step 6

step 7

step 8

step 9
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