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Simple Solution
by Jean Power

This centerpiece came about when I had a 
wonderful lampwork bead I wanted to sit at 
the front of a necklace. I knew it wouldn’t 
suit being part of a beaded piece but that 
extra beads would add to the finished item 
so I didn’t just want to give it wrapped loops 
at either side. I also wanted the wire that 
wrapped around to be continuous and the 
two sides to be symmetrical. So, out came 
my wire and pliers!

A few feet later, I’d got the look I wanted 
and created a versatile piece can be used 
both as the centerpiece of a necklace or in 
smaller (or larger!) form, ornate earrings.

The centerpiece is made on one length of 
wire and it is the same length of the wire 

that wraps around both ends so you have a clean look without any ends showing.

I have worked out a formula so that you can always cut the right length of wire needed 
and make the right angle bends to begin to form the loops in the right place each 
time.

The centerpiece can be used as part of a strung necklace, in the center of a chainmaille 
chain, or a wirework necklace. If needed, you can attach chain straight onto the loops as 
you make them, or add it later using jump rings. You can even join centerpieces together 
for a bolder look.

Easy wire loops showcase a focal bead.

Photo of finished piece by Todd Murray; all other 
photos courtesy of the author.
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Step 1

Step 2

Step 3

Step 4

Using your measuring tape, measure your bead across its width, from 
hole to hole. This gives you measurement A.

Measure the bead from hole to hole, this time around the outside, 
along the bottom edge. This gives you measurement B.

Decide how many loops you want to have sitting under your bead, and 
cut a length of wire using the following calculation: 2 x A + 1 x B + .75” 
per loop required + 4.5” for wrapping. I had the following calculation: 2 x 
A= 1.5” 1 x B = 1.25” 1 loop = .75” 4.5” for wrapping. I cut a total of 8” 
of wire.

Place masking tape onto your bead and mark where you want the loops 
to sit, measuring if necessary.

 matErialS:
Silver wire .8mm (20-gauge). See first step for 
how much to cut
Large bead - ensure the hole is large enough to 
take two lengths of the wire.
Masking tape

 toolS: 
Fabric measuring tape
Pen or pencil
Wire cutters
Round nose pliers
Flat or chain nose pliers

 tEchniquES
Wirework
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Step 5

Step 6

Step 7

Step 8

Step 9

Step 10

Measure in from one end of your wire 1 x A + .25”.

Make a right angle bend at this point, and using your round nose pliers turn 
a loop, making sure you use the long length of wire to form the loop. 

When you’ve turned the loop, bend the long length of wire, so that it’s 
lying parallel to the short length. If you’re attaching the centerpiece straight 
onto a length of chain, thread this onto the loop now.

Thread your bead onto both lengths of wire.

Make a loop on the other side of the bead. Bend the long length of 
wire at the same point that the short length ends. Make a right angle bend, 
and using your round nose pliers, turn a loop. Again, make sure you’re using 
the long length of wire. If you’re attaching this straight onto the chain, 
thread this onto the loop now.

When the loop is formed and the long wire crosses over itself, begin 
wrapping the long length of wire around the two pieces of wire the bead is 
on. Continue wrapping until you have done a 1/8” length.

Slide the bead toward the wrapped section, and carry the long length 
of wire around the edge of the bead.
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Step 11

Step 12

Using your round nose pliers, form loops under the bead, according to 
where you marked the tape. If you want to, you can thread beads or dangles 
onto the loops now, or add them later. Remove the masking tape.

Once all of the loops are added, carry the wire the rest of the way 
around the bead, until you meet the other side. Bring the wire to the front or 
the back to match what you did on the other side. Ensure the bead is sitting 
snugly against the previously wrapped section. Using the remaining wire, 
wrap around the two pieces of wire on this side of the bead. Wrap up to the 
loop, trim the wire close to the work, and press in the end to neaten.

JEAN POWER is a beader, teacher and writer, living 
and working in London, England. She loves to combine 
beads with wirework, chainmaille, felt, and embroidery. 
In addition to selling designs on bead-patterns.com, 
she teaches workshops and private lessons in London as 
well as traveling to teach at shows and groups around 
the UK. She is currently in the process of finishing 
two beading books, one a mix of beading, stringing, 
embroidery and wirework and one concentrating on 
stringing and wirework. www.jeanpower.com.
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