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Sea of Blue Necklace
by Jan Page

 materialS:
Size 13 seed beads in color of your choice 
Waxed nylon thread
2 double cup bead tips
2 silver cone-shaped bead ends
2 silver beads, 8mm 
2 sterling silver eye pins, 20-gauge
1 shepherd’s hook clasp
Hypo cement

 toolS: 
Flat nose or bent nose pliers
Round nose pliers
Wire cutters
Scissors
#10 beading needle

 techNiqueS
Stringing

Here’s how to make the multi-strand beaded 
necklace shown in Under the Sea (by Bindy 
Lambell) on page 50 of the May/June 2004 
issue of Step by Step Beads.

Thread your needle with 5 yards of waxed nylon 
thread, double the thread, and knot the ends. Bring 
your needle through the bead tip, from the inside out, 
capturing the knot in the cup. 

String on your seed beads until you have the desired 
length for your 1st strand. Your bead cone will add length 
to your finished necklace and also conceal 3/4” of your 
bead strand on each end, so make sure to take this into 
account when determining your length. 

Once you’ve added all of your beads to the 1st 
strand, bring your needle through the hole in your 2nd 
bead tip, from the outside in. Pull the thread to take up 
any slack in your seed beads but make sure your strand is 
still flexible, not rigid. 

Make an overhand knot, insert a beading awl, then slide 
the knot and awl down, working the knot into the cup of 
the bead tip. Slide the awl out of the knot, making sure 
you have the knot as close to the end as you need it. 

Trim the excess thread with your scissors.

Step 1 

Step 2 
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For your next strand, repeat Steps 1 and 2, adding a few extra beads to create a slightly longer strand. 
This will provide the proper drape for your multi-strand necklace. 

Repeat Steps 1-3 until you have 7 strands. Neatly place a drop of glue on all the knots in your bead 
tips and let dry. 

With flat nose pliers, gently compress both sides of the bead tip closed. Repeat for the other bead 
tip. 

Thread the loop of your eye pin onto the hook of the 
bead tip. 

Using bent nose pliers, close the hook on the bead tip until it’s 
closed. 

Repeat for the other bead tip. 
 

Pull the straight end of your eye pin through to the tip of your bead cone.

Step 3

Step 4

Step 5

Step 6

Step 7

Using a wire cutter, trim the bent wire to a 
little more than 1/4”. 

Add a silver bead. Using round nose pliers, grip the 
wire just above the bead. Bend the wire to a 90° 
angle.
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Grasp the tip of the bent wire with round nose pliers. Step 8

Roll the pliers over the top of the wire and towards the bend, 
forming a loop - but don’t close the loop completely. 

Repeat Step 7 to make the loop for the other side of your necklace, except this time your loop needs 
to be big enough to accommodate the shepherd’s hook clasp on the other end. 

Trimming the bent wire to 1/2” (instead of 1/4”) will make the loop large enough. Proceed to Step 8 to 
complete your loop, and since you won’t be adding a clasp to this side - go ahead and close the loop 
completely.

Thread on your pendant and you’re ready to go!

Slip the shepherd’s hook into the newly formed loop, then 
continue rotating your pliers to close the loop. 

Step 9

JAN PAGE is a jewelry designer.

http://www.interweave.com/go/bdbw

