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3
FANTASY PENDANT
A hoop earwire transformed  

into a neckpiece.

BY JULIE D’AMICO-BERES

5
GRACEFUL CHANDELIERS

Jig looped earrings with dangles.

BY JACQUELINE TRERISE

3 DIY PEARL JEWELRY PATTERNS  
YOU HAVE TO TRY

WHEN I HEAR THE WORD “PEARLS,” JACKIE O.’S LEGENDARY TRIPLE-STRAND FAUX PEARL 
NECKLACE IMMEDIATELY COMES TO MIND. While gorgeous, Jackie’s necklace isn't the only way 
pearls can be worn beautifully. These days, the sky’s the limit! Pearls certainly can lend an air of classic 
formality to an outfit, but they also can be combined with other stones and findings for a more 
modern look. No wonder pearl wearing has expanded in definition!

One of the delights of working with pearls is that they come in so many shapes, sizes and colors. 
Although perfectly round has traditionally been the holy grail, I actually prefer many of the odd 
shapes, like potato pearls, keshi pearls, and cornflake pearls. If you haven’t seen these, do yourself a 
favor and look for them at your local bead store. They are delightfully odd!

When you buy strands of pearls for jewelry making, they traditionally come with very fine holes. 
Today you can find “large-hole” pearls for working with them on cord and leather. But if you’re using 
some in a design and find the hole too small for your wire, you can gently enlarge the holes with a 
bead reamer. A reamer is a very useful tool to have on hand when you're working with pearls.

If you purchase pearls with no holes at all, you will need to drill them. Pearls are always drilled with 
diamond drill bits, which are strong enough to pierce the hard pearls. Drill them while just submerged 
in water to keep the pearl and bit cool and to keep from breathing the dust created from drilling.

Any way you choose to use pearls in your jewelry, you know you'll be adding style and flair to your 
designs. Everyone loves pearls!

Denise Peck,
editor-in-chief
Step by Step Wire Jewelry

7
MODERN PEARL BRACELET

Wrapped pearls with handmade  
bead caps and copper clasp.

BY JUDITH GLENDE
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skill level       

tools & supplies
• 24- or 26-gauge dead soft wire, 1'

• Flush cutters

• Round-nose pliers

• Chain-nose pliers

• 40mm sterling hoop earwire

• 4mm sterling jump ring

• Mixture of 2mm-8mm beads 

• 10mm-14mm focal bead

Resource: All materials from Northwest 

Beads Jewelry & Gifts, northwestbeads 

.com, (262) 255-4740.

A hoop earwire transformed into a neckpiece.

By Julie D’Amico-Beres

The Fantasy Pendant is created using a large hoop earwire as 
a base. A variety of crystals, pearls and other beads are used 
to decorate it. It’s a great project to use up leftover beads from 
previous creations. It can be hung from a simple chain, or in 
myriad ways.

fantasy pendant

skill level      
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2 Anchor the 1' of wire  to the 
hoop by coiling it tightly six 

times around the hoop.

3 String the focal bead and a few 
smaller beads onto the wire, 

and take the wire across to the 
other side. Anchor the beads by 
coiling the wire two or three times 
around the hoop on this side. 

4 String more small beads onto 
the wire, and coil the wire 

two to three times around the 
bottom of the hoop to anchor it. 
It may be necessary to add addi-
tional pieces of wire as you work 
– just anchor them as you did in 
Step 2.

5 Continue to add more small 
beads a few at a time, 

anchoring the other end of the 
wire on the hoop or on another 
connecting wire along the way. 
When the space is filled to your 
liking, secure the end of the wire 
around the hoop by coiling four 
to six times. Trim the wire close 
to the coil, and for any pieces of 
wire that need to be trimmed. 

1 Take a 40mm sterling hoop 
earwire. Create loops on 

each end with round-nose pliers. 
Connect the loops together with a 
4mm jump ring.

Julie D’Amico-Beres
owns Northwest Beads, northwestbeads.com, with her partner, 
Patty. She lives in Wisconsin with her husband of 21 years and her 
two dogs. She travels extensively in and out of the United States 
and enjoys looking for beads in exotic locales. Experienced in many 
forms of crafting, Julie found her passion in beading about 11 years 
ago. Contact Julie at northwestbeaders@sbcglobal.net.

• If your focal bead is flat, 
you may need to support it to 
keep it facing the right direc-
tion.  This can be done by 
making two passes behind 
the bead forming an X with 
the wire. 

wiretip
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skill level       

Jig looped earrings with dangles.
By Jacqueline Trerise

I have always loved chandeliers. When I first started to 
experiment with wire, I realized that I could create the parts 
in different shapes and connect them with bead links or 
jump rings. These earrings can go from casual chic to elegant 
depending on the beads you use. Experiment and have fun!

graceful chandeliers

skill level        

tools & supplies
• 20-gauge silver craft wire, 12"

•  22-gauge silver craft wire, 

approximately 21⁄2" or spool

•  24-gauge silver craft wire, 

approximately 6" or spool

• Round-nose pliers

• Chain-nose pliers

• Flush cutters

• Nylon jaw pliers

• Wire jig with pegs

• 4mm-5mm freshwater pearls, 12

•  7mm × 9mm Swarovski crystal pear 

drops, 2

• Sterling earwires, 2

Resources: Wire from Artistic Wire, 

artisticwire.com. Pearls and earwires 

from Fire Mountain Gems and Beads, 

firemountaingems.com. Pearl drops from 

Art Gems, artgemsinc.com.
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1 Using five small pegs, form a V shape. Cut two 3½" pieces and two 
2½" pieces of 20g wire, or work right from the spool. Grasp an end 

of a 3½" wire about ¼" down, and make a loop that will fit over the left 
corner peg. The downward-facing tail should exit between the second 
and third pegs. Moving to the left, bring the wire up and around the 
second peg, and exit between the third and fourth pegs. Loop around 
the remaining pegs in the same way. 

2 Remove the component. 
Trim any excess wire. Repeat 

Step 1. Gently press each com-
ponent between the jaws of the 
nylon jaw pliers to flatten. 

3 Place two of the smallest 
pegs side by side, and one 

slightly larger peg in the center 
above them to form a triangle 
shape. As in Step 1, make loops 
on the 2½" pieces of wire. 

4 Place the loop of a wire over 
the small peg on the left with 

the tail pointing up, exiting between 
the second and third pegs. Bend 
the wire to the left and down to loop 
around the larger peg. Continue to 
form a loop around the third peg. 
Remove, trim the excess, and flat-
ten. Repeat for the other wire. 

5 Make spirals with the 22g 
spool. Make 45º bends at the 

tops of the spirals, and form a 
simple loop at a 90º angle to the 
spiral. Cut the spiral off the spool. 
Repeat to make nine more spirals, 
measuring about ¼" each.

7 Open a loop on an A link, and 
attach it to the lower corner 

of the top component. Attach the 
other loop to the top corner of the 
bottom component. Repeat on 
the other side. Open the top loop 
of the crystal, and attach it to the 
center loop on the bottom. Attach 
B links to the remaining loops. 

8 Open the bottom loop of the 
crystal link, and attach a spiral. 

Close the loop. Attach a spiral to 
each of the pearl links. Repeat Steps 
7–8 for the other earring. Attach 
earwires to the top center loops.

6 Thread 12 pearls onto the 
wire of the 24g spool. Form 

a simple loop at the end. Slide a 
pearl down, and make another 
loop on top. Cut. Repeat three 
more times with the loops fac-
ing in the same direction, on 
the same plane (Group A). Form 
loops on the remaining pearls, 
but make them at a 90º angle to 
each other (Group B). Thread 22g 
wire through two drops, and form 
loops as in Group B. 

Jacqueline Trerise
resides in British Columbia. She enjoys off loom 
bead weaving, wire work, and working with poly-
mer clay. She has worked and taught in a local bead 
shop. Email Jacqueline at jtrerise@citytel.net.
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tools & supplies
• 16-gauge copper wire, 3"

• 20-gauge copper wire, 6"

• 22-gauge copper wire, 45" 

•  24-gauge copper sheet, approximately 

2" × 2"

• Copper spacer beads, 2

•  Copper chain links unsoldered or 

heavy copper jump rings, 10

• Peanut pearls, 10

• 14mm bead

• Round-nose pliers

• Flush cutters

• Handheld hole punch or two hole-punch

• Punch and die set

• Dapping set

• Metal file

• Metal shears

• Mallet

• Ball peen hammer

• Fine steel wool

• Permanent marker

• Liver of sulfur

• Ruler or measuring tape

• Tiny Philips screwdriver

modern pearl  
bracelet
Wrapped pearls with handmade bead caps 
and copper clasp.
By Judith Glende

I like the fact that each pearl has its own unique char-
acter. I was intrigued by the peanut pearls I used in this 
bracelet; their irregularity, sheen, and unique color.
Combined with copper, I created a modern piece to defy  
tradition—that pearls are not always just a classic strand 
to adorn the neck. By oxidizing the metal, it gives the 
bracelet an aged look while still maintaining a modern feel.

skill level     
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1 Cut ten 4½" lengths of 22g 
wire. Using the round-nose 

pliers, make a wrapped loop on 
one side of a pearl and begin a 
wrapped loop on the other side. 
Wrap the next four pearls, clos-
ing the wrapped loops as you 
connect them to each other, 
creating a strand of five. Repeat 
with the remaining pearls to 
make another strand. 

2 Using the metal shears, cut 
a ¾" × ¾" square from the 

copper sheet. Center the copper 
under the 16mm hole in the die 
punch. With the ball peen ham-
mer, give several sharp hits to 
punch the die through the copper. 

3 With the ball peen hammer, 
gently add texture to the 

toggle. Using the side of the 
hammer, texture lines can be 
added to the piece. Additional 
design elements can be created 
by using various hand tools. For 
instance, use the ends of a tiny 
Philips screwdriver to get a star 
effect. Smooth any rough edges 
with a metal file.

7 Cut two ½" discs from the 
remaining copper sheet 

using the punch and die set, 
and hammer.  Mark the center 
and make a small hole on each 
disc with the hole punch. With 
the hammer, gently texture each 
disc. Smooth the edges if need-
ed with the metal file. 

8 Place the disc in the appro-
priate sized space in the 

dapping set, and dome each 
disc using a punch and rubber 
mallet. File smooth.

9 Cut a 6" piece of 20g copper 
wire. Create a wrapped loop 

on one end of the wire, wrapping 
the remaining wire evenly and 
tightly. String the copper spac-
ers, bead caps, and bead, and 
create another wrapped loop. 
Add three of the copper links to 
each end of the wrapped beads.

4 Mark two opposite corners 
on the toggle. Punch holes 

using the hole punch, and attach 
a copper link (or jump ring) to 
each hole. Insert a pearl strand 
before closing each link. 

5 Cut a 3⁄8" × ¾" piece of cop-
per sheet. With the ball peen 

hammer, add texture to the cop-
per as in Step 3. Mark the hole 
placement as indicated. Punch 
the holes. Smooth the corners as 
needed with the metal file.

6 Attach a copper link (or jump 
ring) to each hole on the 

two-hole side. Insert the other 
ends of the pearl strands into the 
hole and close the links tightly.

http://www.jewelrymakingdaily.com
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Judith Glende
was a self-taught jewelry designer. Her life was about creating something, 
and designing jewelry was her passion. She loved to incorporate many 
elements into her designs using mixed metals, precious stones, beads and 
yesteryear items, a wonderful blend of antique, classic, and whimsy.

10 Cut a 3" length of 16g 
brass wire, and make a 

hook. Flatten the hook and add 
texture to the piece with the 
round end of the hammer.

11 Gently open the bottom 
loop on the hook, and 

attach it to one end of the cop-
per links on the wrapped bead. 
On the opposite end of the bead, 
open the end link and attach it to 
the remaining hole on the rect-
angular copper link. You can add 
or subtract links here according 
to the desired bracelet length. 

12 Oxidize with liver of sulfur. 
Rinse and dry. Using the 

fine steel wool, buff the copper to 
remove the dark patina, leaving 
enough darkness in the crevices 
to highlight the texturing. This 
process will also take the bright 
shine from the copper giving the 
piece an aged look.

Looking for Great 
Design Ideas?

Order Step by Step Wire Jewelry today
stepbystepwirejewelry.com

Step by Step Wire Jewelry 
is the only magazine devoted to 
bringing you the very best in wire!
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https://www.facebook.com/JewelryMakingDaily

http://www.pinterest.com/jewelrydaily/

https://twitter.com/JewelMakinDaily

More Resources:

click here click here click here
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