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CARDIGANS are the quintessential knitter’s knitting—for what knit-
ter, beginner to experienced, has not dreamed of the perfect sweater 
she or he might knit one day? And yet, for each knitter, the Perfect 
Sweater is different: Some imagine cables twining up their sleeves and 
adorning their collars; some picture lace flowing gracefully from shoul-
der to hip; and others covet a quick knit on big needles to cuddle into 
by the end of the next snowstorm. For those in warmer climates, the 
Perfect Cardigan is lightweight and layer-friendly for chilly evenings or 
rainy mornings. For those in colder climes, a knitter may wish for an 
entire wardrobe of “Perfect Sweaters” to last throughout a long cold 
winter. 

As a knitter, of course, I too dream of finding the Perfect Cardigan Pat-
tern one day. This made putting together a collection of seven “perfect 
sweaters” for all of you both a delight and a challenge. A delight: I spent 
hours combing through my favorite Interweave books, as well as back 
issues of Interweave Knits and Knitscene magazines, making lists (and yet 
more lists!) of “favorites” I wanted to include in this ebook. (What knit-
ter wouldn’t love a chance to choose their favorite Interweave cardi-
gan patterns to give away for free?) A challenge: I could choose only 
seven patterns, and I wanted each one to be a stand-out in its class! 

So here’s what I came up with for all of you: The Katharine Hepburn 
Jacket by Kathy Zimmerman combines classy 1950‘s styling with a year-
round blend of lace and tiny cables. The Amber Beaded Cardigan by 
Michele Rose Orne offers deceptively simple lace knitting in a flattering 
silhouette. (The beads are optional and sewn on after the knitting is 
done—clever!) Then there’s the Aran Duffle Coat by Judith L. Swartz, 

which from its cabled hood and lovely Aran cables to its big front 
pockets and deep ribbed cuffs, is a joy to snuggle into on a blustery 
winter’s day. The Refined Aran Jacket by Pam Allen, a knitter’s favorite 
since it first came out, is equally at home over a skirt in the office or 
over jeans out shopping. In the Sienna Cardigan by Ann E. Smith, a clas-
sic V-neck cardigan shape is set off by a band of cabled lace down each 
front and an unusual picot-edged collar. The Side-way Ribs Cardigan 
by Norah Gaughan is a quick, easy knit with thick yarn and big needles. 
Each piece starts at the cuff and ends at the center for a fun (and fash-
ionable!) sideways project. Finally, the Curry Cabled Cardigan by Cathy 
Payson shows off rivers of wide and narrow cables in graceful, flattering 
vertical “stripes” in a cozy classic sweater.

How’s that for a collection of everything wonderful in a cardigan?

Needless to say, I had a lot of fun selecting these perfect cardigan pat-
terns for you. I hope that you enjoy every minute of knitting and wear-
ing these wonderful sweaters—and I hope it isn’t too difficult to decide 
which one to make first!

Be warm and be well as leaves fall and the air turns from crisp 
into cold...

Sandi Wiseheart
Contributing Editor, KnittingDaily.com
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Katharine Hepburn Jacket
design by Kathy Zimmerman
Originally published in Lace Style (Interweave, 2006)

Finished Size: 32 (36½, 40½, 46, 51)" (81.5 [92.5, 
103, 117, 129.5] cm) chest/bust circumference, 
buttoned. Sweaters shown measure 32" (81.5 cm) in 
short version and 36½" (91.5 cm) in long version.

Yarn: Sportweight (CYCA #2 Fine). Shown here: 
Louet Gems Sport (100% merino wool; 225 yd [206 
m]/100 g): #62 citrus orange, 4 (5, 6, 7, 8) skeins for 
short version; #11 cherry red, 6 (7, 8, 9, 10) skeins 
for long version.

Needles: Body and sleeves—size 5 (3.75 mm). 
 Ribbing—size 4 (3.5 mm). Adjust needle size if 
necessary to obtain the correct gauge.

Notions: Cable needle (cn); tapestry needle; seven 
(seven, seven, eight, eight) ⅝"(1.5 cm)  buttons for 
short version; eleven (eleven, eleven, twelve, twelve) 
⅝" (1.5 cm) buttons for long version.

Gauge: 29 stitches and 34 rows = 4" (10 cm) in 
cables and lace pattern from charts.

Skill Level: Intermediate.
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Lace and cables. Cables and lace. However you pair the two, you’re bound to come up with a winning 
combination. Kathy Zimmerman interpreted this classic combo in two lengths—cropped and hip—in this year-
round cardigan. For both versions, Kathy followed typical 1950s styling, including a narrow fit, high round 
neckline, and three-quarter-length sleeves with set-in shoulders. Lots of buttons keep the fronts closed without 
gaps. Both versions shown here are knitted in a soft merino yarn in rich jewel tones. Choose softer shades for 
a more subdued look.

The classic combination of lace and cables is always in style.
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Notes

•  When decreasing or increasing, 
maintain the established pattern 
as much as possible. If there are 
not enough stitches available as 
a result of shaping to work every 
yarnover with its companion 
decrease, work the stitches 
in stockinette instead until the 
stitch count can accommodate 
working in pattern again.

•  Knit the first and last stitch of 
every row for selvedge stitches; 
these stitches are not shown on 
the charts.

Back

With smaller needles, CO 115 
(133, 147, 167, 185) sts. Set-up row: (WS) K1 (selvedge st; knit 
every row), beg as indicated for your size, work set-up row of 
Back chart (see page 8) over center 113 (131, 145, 165, 183) sts, 
k1 (selvedge st; knit every row). Knitting selvedge sts every row, 
work through WS Rib Row 8 of chart—piece measures about 
1" (2.5 cm) from CO. Change to larger needles. Next row: (RS) 
Rep Rows 1–12 of Back chart (do not rep set-up or rib rows) 

until piece measures 6 (6, 6, 6½, 7)" (15 [15, 
15, 16.5, 18] cm) from CO for short version or 
13½ (13½, 14, 14½, 15)" (34.5 [34.5, 35.5, 37, 
38] cm) from CO for long version ending with 
a WS row.

Shape Armholes

BO 6 (8, 8, 9, 10) sts at beg of next 2 rows—103 
(117, 131, 149, 165) sts rem. BO 2 sts at beg of 
next 0 (0, 4, 6, 8) rows, then dec 1 st each end 
of needle every RS row 5 (7, 5, 5, 5) times—93 
(103, 113, 127, 139) sts rem. Cont in patt as 
established until armholes measure 7 (7½, 8, 
8½, 9)" (18 [19, 20.5, 21.5, 23] cm), ending with 
a WS row.

Shape Shoulders

Keeping in patt, BO 5 (7, 7, 9, 10) sts at beg of 
next 4 rows, then BO 6 (7, 8, 9, 11) sts at beg of foll 2 rows, then 
BO 6 (6, 8, 10, 11) sts at beg of foll 2 rows—49 (49, 53, 53, 55) 
sts rem. BO all sts.

Right Front

With smaller needles, CO 55 (64, 71, 81, 90) sts. Set-up row: 
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3 (3¾, 4¼, 5, 5¾)"
7.5 (9.5, 11, 12.5, 14.5) cm

6¾ (6¾, 7¼, 7¼, 7½)"
17 (17, 18.5, 18.5, 19) cm

1"
2.5 cm

7 (7½, 8, 8½, 9)"
18 (19, 20.5, 21.5, 23) cm

6 (6, 6, 6½, 7)"
15 (15, 15, 16.5, 18) cm

7½ (7½, 8, 8, 8)"
19 (19, 20.5, 20.5, 20.5) cm

2½"
6.5 cm

short version

long version

16 (18¼, 20¼, 23, 25½)"
40.5 (46.5, 51.5, 58.5, 65) cm

Fronts & 

Back

2½ (2½, 2¾, 3, 3¼)"
6.5 (6.5, 7, 7.5, 8.5) cm

4 (4½, 5, 5½, 6)"
10 (11.5, 12.5, 14, 15) cm

12 (12½, 13, 13½, 14)"
30.5 (31.5, 33, 34.5, 35.5) cm

9½ (9½, 9½, 11¼, 11¼)"
24 (24, 24, 28.5, 28.5) cm

Sleeve

12 (12½, 13, 13¾, 14¼)"
30.5 (31.5, 33, 35, 36) cm
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(WS) K1 (selvedge st; knit every 
row), beg and ending as indicated 
for your size, work set-up row of 
Right Front and Right Sleeve chart 
(see page 9) over center 53 (62, 
69, 79, 88) sts, k1 (selvedge st; knit 
every row). Knitting selvedge sts 
every row, work through WS Rib 
Row 8 of chart. Change to larger 
needles. Next row: (RS) Rep Rows 
1–12 of Right Front and Right 
Sleeve chart (do not rep set-up or 
rib rows)  until piece measures 6 (6, 
6, 6½, 7)" (15 [15, 15, 16.5, 18] cm) 
from CO for short version or 13½ 
(13½, 14, 14½, 15)" (34.5 [34.5, 
35.5, 37, 38] cm) from CO for long 
version, ending with a RS row.

Shape Armhole

BO 6 (8, 8, 9, 10) sts at beg of next WS row—49 (56, 63, 72, 80) 
sts rem. BO 2 sts at beg of next 0 (0, 2, 3, 4) WS rows, then dec 
1 st at end of next 5 (7, 5, 5, 5) RS rows—44 (49, 54, 61, 67) sts 
rem. Cont in patt as established until armhole measures 4½ (5, 
5½, 6, 6½)" (11.5 [12.5, 14, 15, 16.5] cm), ending with a WS 
row.

Shape Neck

Keeping in patt, at neck edge (beg of RS rows) 
BO 7 (7, 8, 8, 9) sts once, then BO 3 sts once, 
then BO 2 sts 4 (4, 5, 5, 5) times—26 (31, 33, 
40, 45) sts rem. Dec 1 st at beg of next 4 (4, 
3, 3, 3) RS rows—22 (27, 30, 37, 42) sts rem. 
Cont even in patt until armhole measures 
same as back to beg of shoulder shaping, 
ending with a RS row.

Shape Shoulders

Keeping in patt, BO 5 (7, 7, 9, 10) sts at beg 
of next 2 WS rows, then BO 6 (7, 8, 9, 11) 
sts at beg of foll WS row, then BO 6 (6, 8, 
10, 11) sts at beg of foll WS row—no sts 
rem.

Left Front

With smaller needles, CO 55 (64, 71, 81, 90) sts. Set-up row: 
(WS) K1 (selvedge st; knit every row), beg and ending as 
indicated for your size work, set-up row of Left Front and Left 
Sleeve chart over center 53 (62, 69, 79, 88) sts, k1 (selvedge st; 
knit every row). Knitting selvedge sts every row, work through 
WS Rib Row 8 of chart. Change to larger needles. Next row: 
(RS) Rep Rows 1–12 of Left Front and Left Sleeve chart (do not 
rep set-up or rib rows) until piece measures 6 (6, 6, 6½, 7)" (15 
[15, 15, 16.5, 18] cm) from CO for short version or 13½ (13½, 
14, 14½, 15)" (34.5 [34.5, 35.5, 37, 38] cm) from CO for long 
version, ending with a WS row.

Shape Armhole

BO 6 (8, 8, 9, 10) sts at beg of next RS row—49 (56, 63, 72, 80) 
sts rem. BO 2 sts at beg of next 0 (0, 2, 3, 4) RS rows, then dec 
1 st at beg of next 5 (7, 5, 5, 5) RS rows—44 (49, 54, 61, 67) sts 
rem. Cont in patt as established until armhole measures 4½ (5, 
5½, 6, 6½)" (11.5 [12.5, 14, 15, 16.5] cm), ending with a RS 
row.

Shape Neck

Keeping in patt, at neck edge (beg of WS rows) BO 7 (7, 8, 
8, 9) sts once, then BO 3 sts once, then BO 2 sts 4 (4, 5, 5, 5) 
times—26 (31, 33, 40, 45) sts rem. Dec 1 st at end of next 4 (4, 
3, 3, 3) RS rows—22 (27, 30, 37, 42) sts rem. Cont even in patt 
until armhole measures same as back to beg of shoulder shaping, 
ending with a WS row.

Shape Shoulders

Keeping in patt, BO 5 (7, 7, 9, 10) sts at beg of next 2 RS rows, 
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then BO 6 (7, 8, 9, 11) sts at beg of foll RS row, then BO 6 (6, 8, 
10, 11) sts at beg of foll RS row—no sts rem.

Right Sleeve

With smaller needles, CO 68 (68, 68, 81, 81) sts. Set-up row: 
(WS) K1 (selvedge st; knit every row), beg and ending as 
indicated for sleeves, work set-up row of Right Front and Sleeve 
chart over center 66 (66, 66, 79, 79) sts, k1 (selvedge st; knit 
every row). Knitting selvedge sts every row, work through WS 
Rib Row 8 of chart. Change to larger needles. Next row: (RS) 
Rep Rows 1–12 of Right Front and Right Sleeve chart (do not 
rep set-up or rib rows), and at the same time  inc 1 st each end 
of needle every 6th row 0 (0, 6, 0, 0) times, then every 8th row 
8 (11, 7, 0, 5) times, then every 10th row 2 (0, 0, 6, 6) times, 
then every 12th row 0 (0, 0, 3, 0) times, working new sts into 
established patt—88 (90, 94, 99, 103) sts. Work even in patt until 
piece measures 12 (12½, 13, 13½, 14)" (30.5 [31.5, 33, 34.5, 
35.5] cm) from CO, ending with a WS row.

Shape Cap

BO 6 (8, 8, 9, 10) sts at beg of next 2 rows, then BO 2 sts at beg 
of next 0 (0, 4, 6, 8) rows—76 (74, 70, 69, 67) sts rem. Dec 1 st 
each end of needle every RS row 7 (11, 15, 17, 19) times—62 
(52, 40, 35, 29) sts rem. BO 2 sts at beg of next 12 (10, 0, 0, 0) 
rows, then BO 3 sts at beg of next 4 (2, 4, 2, 2) rows, then BO 4 
sts at beg of next 2 (2, 2, 2, 0) rows—18 (18, 20, 21, 23) sts rem. 
BO all sts.

Left Sleeve

Work as for right sleeve, substituting Left Front and Sleeve 
chart.

Finishing

With yarn threaded on a tapestry needle, sew shoulder seams.

Neckband

With smaller needles, RS facing, and beg at center right front, 
pick up and knit 7 (7, 8, 8, 9) sts along BO section of right front 
neck, 20 sts along shaped neck edge, 48 (48, 53, 53, 58) sts 
across back neck, 20 sts along shaped neck edge, and 7 (7, 8, 8, 
9) sts along BO section of left front neck—102 (102, 109, 109, 
116) sts total. Work as foll:
Row 1: (WS) K1 (selvedge st; knit every row), *k2, [p1, k1] 2 

times, p1; rep from * to last 3 sts, k2, k1 (selvedge st; knit 
every row).

Row 2: K1 (selvedge st), *p2, [k1, p1] 2 times, k1; rep from * to 
last 3 sts, p2, k1 (selvedge st).

Rep Rows 1 and 2 until neckband measures 1" (2.5 cm) from 
pick-up row. Loosely BO all sts in patt.

Buttonband

With RS of left front edge facing and beg at BO edge of 
neckband, pick up and knit 81 (81, 81, 88, 88) sts for short 
version or 123 (123, 123, 130, 130) sts for long version. Work 
in rib patt as for neckband for 9 rows. Loosely BO all sts patt. 
Mark position of 7 (7, 7, 8, 8) buttons for short version or 11 
(11, 11, 12, 12) buttons for long version, evenly spaced along 
buttonband. 

Buttonhole Band

With RS of right front edge facing and beg at CO edge of right 
front, pick up and knit 81 (81, 88, 88) sts for short version, 
or 123 (123, 123, 130, 130) sts for long version. Work in rib 
patt as for neckband for 3 rows. Buttonhole row: (RS) Cont 
in patt, work (yo twice, k2tog) buttonholes opposite each 
marked button position on buttonband. Next row: Work in patt, 
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dropping extra wrap of each yo in previous row to maintain 
original stitch count. Next row: *Work in patt to buttonhole of 
previous row, insert needle tip into hole either kwise or pwise as 
required by the rib patt, and work 1 st in buttonhole; rep from 
* until last buttonhole has been worked, work in patt to end of 
row. Work 3 rows even in patt. Loosely BO all sts in patt.

With yarn threaded on tapestry needle, sew sleeve caps into 
armholes, matching shaping. Sew sleeve and side seams. 
Weave in loose ends. Sew buttons onto buttonband, opposite 
buttonholes. Lightly block to measurements. -

KATHY ZIMMERMAN has been a freelance knitwear designer 
since 1986. She is the owner of Kathy's Kreations, a full service 
yarn shop in Southwest Pennsylvania.

k on RS; p on WS

p on RS; k on WS

yo

k2tog

ssk

sl 2 sts as if to k2tog, k1, p2sso

2/2 LC: Sl 2 sts onto cn and hold in front,
k2, k2 from cn.

2/2 RC: Sl 2 sts onto cn and hold in back,
k2, k2 from cn.

pattern repeat

Rib 7

Rib 5

Rib 3

Rib 1

11

9

7

5

3

1

set-up

13 sts
rep

3 (4, 5, 5, 6)
times

13 sts
rep

3 (4, 5, 5, 6)
times

center st
beg
32"
and
46"

beg
36½"
and
51"

beg
40½"

end
32"
and
46"

end
36½"
and
51"

end
40½"

Back

Find more 

great designs in 

Lace Style 

published by 

Interweave Press 

(2006)

bookEXCERPT

http://www.interweavestore.com/Knitting/Books/Lace-Style.html
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Rib 7

Rib 5

Rib 3

Rib 1

11

9

7

5

3

1

set-up

13 sts
rep

3 (4, 5, 5, 6) times
for fronts;

rep
4 (4, 4, 5, 5) times

for sleeves

beg
32"
and
46"

front;
all sizes
sleeves

beg
36½"
and
51"
front

beg
40       "
front

end
all sizes

front
and

sleeves

½ ½

Right Front and Right Sleeve

Rib 7

Rib 5

Rib 3

Rib 1

11

9

7

5

3

1

set-up

13 sts
rep

3 (4, 5, 5, 6) times
for fronts;

rep
4 (4, 4, 5, 5) times

for sleeves

end
32"
and
46"

front; 
all sizes
sleeves

end
36½"
and
51"
front

end
40½"
front

beg
all sizes

front
and

sleeves

Left Front and Left Sleeve

k on RS; p on WS

p on RS; k on WS

yo

2/2 LC: Sl 2 sts onto cn and hold in front,
k2, k2 from cn.

2/2 RC: Sl 2 sts onto cn and hold in back,
k2, k2 from cn.

pattern repeat

k2tog

ssk

sl 2 sts as if to k2tog, k1, p2sso
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Amber Beaded 
Cardigan

design by Michele Rose Orne
Originally published in 

Inspired to Knit (Interweave, 2008)

Finished Size: 34 (40, 46, 52)" (86.5 [101.5, 117, 132] 
cm) bust circumference, tied with 1¾"(4.5 cm) gap at center 
front (see Notes). Sweater shown measures 40" (101.5 cm).

Yarn: DK weight (#3 Light). shown here: Fiesta Yarns La 
Luz (100% silk; 220 yd [201 m]/2 oz [56.7 g]): palomino 
(MC; gold) 7 (8, 9, 10) skeins; vanilla bean (CC; brown), 1 
skein for all sizes.

Needles: Size 5 (3.75 mm): straight and 32" (80 cm) 
circular (cir). Adjust needle size if necessary to obtain the 
correct gauge.

Notions: Markers (m); stitch holder; 190 (200, 205, 210) 
size 8/0 matte gold rocaille beads; 380 (390, 400, 410) 
size 10/0 matte brown beads; tapestry needle; sharp-point 
sewing needle small enough to pass through smaller beads; 
sewing thread to match MC for attaching beads.

Gauge: 21 stitches and 31 rows = 4" (10 cm) in stockinette 
and dot patterns and in body pattern from chart.

Skill Level:  Intermediate.

{ designer notes }

My original sketch for this style was a very cropped shrug that 
tied at the front. But thinking that a longer style might be more 
widely appealing to knitters, I added a “skirt” below the shrug 
silhouette. The beads help give the cardigan texture, but 
because they’re sewn on after the garment is complete, you 
can decide whether to include them after you finish knitting. 

My goal was to design a cardigan in a shade of 
gold that captured the look of hay fields drying in 
the September sun. Apparently, this gold isn’t easy 
to capture with dye on fiber. I found the answer 
in a handdyed silk yarn with just the right uneven 
luminosity. I added a sprinkling of gold matte beads 
to mimic the texture of field seeds—wheat grains, 
grass, and corn kernels.  
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Stitch Guide:

Dot pattern: (worked in multiples of 
4 sts + 3)
Rows 1, 5, and 7: (RS) Knit.
Rows 2, 4, and 6: (WS) Purl.
Row 3: K1, *p1, k3; rep from * to last 

2 sts, p1, k1.
Row 8: Rep Row 2.
Repeat Rows 1–8 for pattern.

NOTES
•   This garment is styled so the fronts 

do not meet in the center. Tie the 
fronts with a smaller or larger space 
between them to customize the fit 
and accommodate slightly smaller, 
larger, or in-between sizes.    

•   If during shaping there are not 
enough stitches to work a decrease 
with its companion yarnover, work 
the stitches in stockinette instead to maintain the correct stitch 
count.

Back

With CC and straight needles, CO 105 (121, 137, 153) sts. 
Knit 1 RS row. Change to MC and purl 1 WS row. Set-up row: 
(RS) K1 (selvedge st; work in St st throughout), work Row 1 of 
Edging chart over center 103 (119, 135, 151) sts, k1 (selvedge 
st; work in St st throughout). Cont in patt, work Rows 2–10 of 
chart—piece measures about 1½" (3.2 cm) from CO. Next row: 
(RS) K1 (selvedge st), k2tog, work Row 1 of Body chart over 
center 99 (115, 131, 147) sts, ssk, k1 (selvedge st)—103 (119, 
135, 151) sts rem. Working sts at each side in St st, work Rows 
2–10 once, then dec 1 st at each end of needle as before on Row 
11—101 (117, 133, 149) sts rem. Cont in patt, dec 1 st at each 
end of needle every 10 rows 8 more times (see Notes)—85 (101, 
117, 133) sts rem. Work even in patt until 12-row rep has been 
worked at total of 8 times, then work Rows 1–5 once more—
101 chart rows total; piece measures about 14½" (37 cm) from 
CO for all sizes. Knit 1 WS row for garter ridge. Next row: (RS) 
K1 (selvedge st), work Row 1 of dot patt (see Stitch Guide) over 
center 83 (99, 115, 131) sts, k1 (selvedge st). Cont in patt, inc 
1 st at each end of needle on Row 3 of patt, work 7 rows even, 
then inc 1 st at each end of needle on foll RS row (Row 3 of patt), 
working new sts into patt—89 (105, 121, 137) sts. Work even in 
patt until piece measures 17 (17½, 18, 18½)" (43 [44.5, 45.5, 
47] cm) from CO, ending with a WS row.

shape armholes

Cont in patt, BO 3 (4, 5, 6) sts at beg of 
next 2 rows, then BO 2 (3, 4, 5) sts at beg 
of foll 2 rows, then BO 2 (2, 3, 4) sts at beg 
of foll 2 rows—75 (87, 97, 107) sts rem. 
Dec row: (RS) K2, k2tog, work in patt to 
last 4 sts, ssk, k2—2 sts dec’d. Dec 1 st each 
end of needle in this manner on the next 1 
(2, 3, 4) RS row(s)—71 (81, 89, 97) sts rem. 
Cont even until armholes measure 7 (7½, 
8, 8½)" (18 [19, 20.5, 21.5] cm), ending 
with a WS row.

shape neck and shoulders

Cont in patt, work 29 (33, 36, 39) sts, place 
center 13 (15, 17, 19) sts on holder, join new 
yarn, work in patt to end—29 (33, 36, 39) sts 
at each side. Working each side separately, 
at each neck edge BO 4 (5, 5, 5) sts once, 

then BO 4 sts once, then BO 3 sts once—18 (21, 24, 27) sts at 
each side; armholes measure about 8 (8½, 9, 9½)" (20.5 [21.5, 23, 
24] cm). Note: Neck shaping continues while shoulder shaping 
is introduced; read all the way through the next section before 
proceeding. Cont to shape neck by dec 1 st at each neck edge 2 
times and at the same time, at each armhole edge BO 5 (6, 7, 8) 
sts 2 times, then BO 6 (7, 8, 9) sts once—no sts rem.

Right Front

With CC and straight needles, CO 49 (57, 65, 73) sts. Knit 1 RS 
row. Change to MC and purl 1 WS row. Set-up row: (RS) K1 
(selvedge st; work in St st throughout), work Row 1 of Edging 
chart over center 47 (55, 63, 71) sts, k1 (selvedge st; work in St 
st throughout). Cont in patt, work Rows 2–10 of chart—piece 
measures about 1½" (3.2 cm) from CO. Next row: (RS) K1 
(selvedge st), k2tog, work Row 1 of Body chart over center 43 
(51, 59, 67) sts, ssk, k1 (selvedge st)—47 (55, 63, 71) sts rem. 
Working sts at each side in St st, work Rows 2–10. Next row: (RS; 
Row 11 of chart) Work in patt to last 3 sts, ssk, k1—46 (54, 62, 
70) sts rem. Cont in patt, dec 1 st at side edge (end of RS rows) 
every 10 rows 8 more times—38 (46, 54, 62) sts rem. Work 
even in patt until 12-row rep has been worked a total of 8 times, 
then work Rows 1–5 once more—101 chart rows total; piece 
measures about 14½" (37 cm) from CO for all sizes. Knit 1 WS 
row for garter ridge. Next row: (RS) K1 (selvedge st), k1, work 
Row 1 of dot patt over next 35 (43, 51, 59) sts, k1 (selvedge st). 
Cont in patt, inc 1 st at end of needle on Row 3 of patt, work 7 
rows even, then inc 1 st at end of needle on foll RS row (Row 3 
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of patt), working new sts into patt—40 (48, 56, 64) sts; with RS 
facing, there are 1 selvedge st, 1 knit st, 35 (43, 51, 59) sts in patt, 
2 sts for partial patt rep, 1 selvedge st. Work even in patt until 
piece measures 16½ (17, 17½, 18)" (42 [43, 44.5, 45.5] cm) 
from CO, ending with a WS row.

shape neck and armhole

Dec row: (RS) K2, ssk, work in patt to end of row—39 (47, 55, 63) 
sts rem. Work 2 rows even in patt, ending with a RS row— piece 
measures 17 (17½, 18, 18½)" (43 [44.5, 45.5, 47] cm) from 
CO. Note: Armhole shaping is introduced while neck shaping 
continues; read all the way through the next section before 
proceeding. Keeping in patt, dec 1 st at neck edge (beg of RS 
rows) every 4th row 14 (16, 17, 18) more times—15 (17, 18, 
19) sts total removed at neck edge. At the same time, at armhole 
edge (beg of WS rows) BO 3 (4, 5, 6) sts once, then BO 2 (3, 4, 
5) sts once, then BO 2 (2, 3, 4) once, then dec 1 at armhole edge 
(end of RS rows) 2 (3, 4, 5) times by working in patt to last 4 sts, 
ssk, k2—9 (12, 16, 20) sts total removed at armhole edge; 16 
(19, 22, 25) sts rem when all neck and armhole shaping has been 
completed. Work even until armhole measures 8 (8½, 9, 91½)" 
(20.5 [21.5, 23, 24] cm), ending with a RS row.

shape shoulder

BO 5 (6, 7, 8) sts at beg of next 2 WS rows, then BO rem 6 (7, 8, 
9) sts at beg of foll WS row—no sts rem.

Left Front

With CC and straight needles, CO 49 (57, 65, 73) sts. Knit 1 RS 
row. Change to MC and purl 1 WS row. Set-up row: (RS) K1 
(selvedge st; work in St st throughout), work Row 1 of Edging 
chart over center 47 (55, 63, 71) sts, k1 (selvedge st; work in St 
st throughout). Cont in patt, work Rows 2–10 of chart—piece 
measures about 1½" (3.2 cm) from CO. Next row: (RS) K1 
(selvedge st), k2tog, work Row 1 of Body chart over center 43 
(51, 59, 67) sts, ssk, k1 (selvedge st)—47 (55, 63, 71) sts rem. 
Working sts at each side in St st, work Rows 2–10. Next row: 
(RS; Row 11 of chart) K1, k2tog, work in patt to end—46 (54, 
62, 70) sts rem. Cont in patt, dec 1 st at side edge (beg of RS 
rows) every 10 rows 8 more times—38 (46, 54, 62) sts rem. 
Work even in patt until 12-row rep has been worked a total of 
8 times, then work Rows 1–5 once more—101 chart rows total; 
piece measures about 14½" (37 cm) from CO for all sizes. Knit 1 
WS row for garter ridge. Next row: (RS) K1 (selvedge st), work 
Row 1 of dot patt over next 35 (43, 51, 59) sts, k1, k1 (selvedge 
st). Cont in patt, inc 1 st at beg of needle on Row 3 of patt, work 
7 rows even, then inc 1 st at end of needle on foll RS row (Row 
3 of patt), working new sts into patt—40 (48, 56, 64) sts; with 

RS facing, there are 1 selvedge st, 2 sts in partial patt rep, 35 (43, 
51, 59) sts in patt, 1 knit st, 1 selvedge st. Work even in patt until 
piece measures 16½ (17, 17½, 18)" (42 [43, 44.5, 45.5] cm) 
from CO, ending with a WS row.

shape neck and armhole

Dec row: (RS) Work in patt to last 3 sts, k2tog, k2—39 (47, 
55, 63) sts rem. Work 3 rows even in patt, ending with a WS 
row—piece measures 17 (17½, 18, 18½)" (43 [44.5, 45.5, 47] 
cm) from CO. Note: Armhole shaping is introduced while neck 
shaping continues; read all the way through the next section 
before proceeding. Keeping in patt, dec 1 st at neck edge (end 
of RS rows) every 4th row 14 (16, 17, 18) more times—15 (17, 
18, 19) sts total removed at neck edge. At the same time, at 
armhole edge (beg of RS rows) BO 3 (4, 5, 6) sts once, then BO 2 
(3, 4, 5) sts once, then BO 2 (2, 3, 4) once, then dec 1 at armhole 
edge (beg of RS rows) 2 (3, 4, 5) times by working first 4 sts as 
k2, k2tog—9 (12, 16, 20) sts total removed at armhole edge; 16 
(19, 22, 25) sts rem when all neck and armhole shaping has been 
completed. Work even until armhole measures 8 (8½, 9, 9½)" 
(20.5 [21.5, 23, 24] cm), ending with a WS row.

shape shoulder

BO 5 (6, 7, 8) sts at beg of next 2 RS rows, then BO rem 6 (7, 8, 
9) sts at beg of foll RS row—no sts rem.

Sleeves (make 2)

With CC and straight needles, CO 67 sts for all sizes. Knit 1 RS 
row. Change to MC and purl 1 WS row. Work Rows 1–44 of 
Cuff chart, dec as shown on Rows 27 and 39—55 sts rem; piece 
measures about 5½" (14 cm) from CO. Change to dot patt beg 
with Row 3, and inc 1 st at each end of needle on Row 3, then 
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every 12 (8, 6, 6) rows 7 (10, 14, 17) more times, working new 
sts into patt—71 (77, 85, 91) sts. Cont even in patt until piece 
measures 17½ (18, 18½, 19)" (44.5 [45.5, 47, 48.5] cm) from 
CO, ending with a WS row.

shape cap

Cont in patt, BO 3 (4, 5, 6) sts at beg of next 2 rows, then BO 2 
(3, 4, 5) sts at beg of foll 2 rows, then BO 2 (2, 3, 4) sts at beg 
of foll 2 rows—57 (59, 61, 61) sts rem. Dec row: (RS) K2, k2tog, 
work in patt to last 4 sts, ssk, k2—2 sts dec’d. Dec 1 st each end of 
needle in this manner every other RS row 0 (0, 2, 0) more times, 
then every 6 rows 4 (5, 4, 6) times—47 sts rem for all sizes. BO 2 
sts at beg of next 4 rows, then BO 3 sts at beg of foll 4 rows, then 
BO 5 sts at beg of foll 2 rows—17 sts rem. BO all sts. 

Finishing

Lightly steam-block pieces to measurements. With MC 
threaded on a tapestry needle, sew fronts to back at shoulders. 
Sew sleeves into armholes, then sew sleeve and side seams. 
Lightly steam seams, if necessary. 

front trim

With MC, cir needle, RS facing, and beg at CO edge of right 
front, pick up and knit 65 (67, 69, 71) sts along right front to 
beg of neck shaping, 33 (34, 35, 36) sts along right front neck, 
17 sts along shaped right back neck, k13 (15, 17, 19) held back 
neck sts, pick up and knit 17 sts along shaped left back neck, 
33 (34, 35, 36) sts along left front neck to beg of neck shaping, 
and 65 (67, 69, 71) sts along left front—243 (251, 259, 267) sts 
total. Knit 1 WS row. Work Rows 1–10 of Front Trim chart. BO 
all sts. 

ties (make 2)

With MC and straight needles, CO 1 st. 

Row 1: (RS) (K1, p1, k1) all in same st—3 sts. 
Rows 2, 4, and 6: K1, purl to last st, k1. 
Row 3: [K1, M1 (see Glossary)] 2 times, k1—5 sts. 
Row 5: K2, M1, k1, M1, k2—7 sts.
Row 7: K2, M1, k3, M1, k2—9 sts.
Row 8: [K1, p3] 2 times, k1. 
Rows 9 and 11: Knit.
Row 10: K1, p7, k1. 
Rep Rows 8–11 until piece measures 8" (20.5 cm) from CO, 
ending with a WS row. BO all sts, leaving a long tail for attaching 
tie. With tail threaded on a tapestry needle, use the invisible 
horizontal seam (see Glossary) to sew the BO edge of tie to RS 
of front trim pick-up row, centered on the garter ridge between 
the body and dot patts, so that tie is on top of front trim. Make 
and attach a second tie the same as the first.

beads

Using sharp-point sewing needle, anchor a double strand of 
sewing thread to RS of front trim pick-up row at lower edge 
of right front (see Glossary for stitching instructions). *[Thread 
1 gold and 2 brown beads, lay beads flat and close together 
following pick-up row of front trim, work a small running stitch 
through the fabric] 4 times, make a small backstitch to secure 
the last 12 beads; rep from * up the right front, around the 
back neck, and back down to the left front. Fasten off thread 
securely.   -

MICHELE ROSE ORNE has been knitting since she was 5 years 
old. Her Dutch grandmother and mother taught her to speed-
knit by holding the needle under her right arm—but she still 
can’t find enough hours in the day to knit. 

Find more 

great designs in 

Inspired to Knit 

published by 

Interweave Press 

(2008)

bookEXCERPT

http://www.interweavestore.com/Knitting/Books/Inspired-To-Knit.html
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3 (31/2, 41/4, 43/4)"
7.5 (9, 11, 12) cm

20 (23, 26, 29)"
51 (58.5, 66, 73.5) cm

8 (81/2, 9, 91/2)"
20.5 (21.5, 23, 24) cm

71/2 (8, 81/2, 9)"
19 (20.5, 21.5, 23) cm

3/4"
2 cm

17 (171/2, 18, 181/2)"
43 (44.5, 45.5, 47) cm

1"
2.5 cm

81/2 (9, 91/2, 10)"
21.5 (23, 24, 25.5) cm

161/4 (191/4, 221/4, 251/4)"
41.5 (49, 56.5, 64) cm

17 (20, 23, 26)"
43 (51, 58.5, 66) cm

Back & Right Front

51/4 (6, 61/2, 63/4)"
13.5 (15, 16.5, 17) cm

123/4"
32.5 cm

171/2 (18, 181/2, 19)"
44.5 (45.5, 47, 48.5) cm

31/4"
8.5 cm

101/2"
26.5 cm

131/2 (141/2, 161/4, 171/4)"
34.5 (37, 41.5, 44) cm

Sleeve

9

7

5

3

1

11

9

7

5

3

1

9

7

5

3

1

Edging Body

Front Trim

k on RS; p on WS

p on RS; k on WS

yo

k2tog

ssk

sl 2 sts as if to k2tog, k1, p2sso

no stitch

pattern repeat
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43

41

39

37

35

33

31

29

27

25

23

21

19

17

15

13

11

9

7

5

3

1

Cuff

k on RS; p on WS

p on RS; k on WS

yo

k2tog

ssk

sl 2 sts as if to k2tog, k1, p2sso

no stitch

pattern repeat
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Aran Duffle Coat
design by Judith L. Swartz

Originally published in Interweave Knits, Fall 1999
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Finished Size: 41 (44½, 48, 51½)" (104 [113, 122, 131] cm) 
bust/chest circumference, buttoned. Jacket shown measures 
48" (122 cm).

Yarn: Chunky weight (CYCA #5 bulky). Shown here: Plymouth 
Manukau Wools Sierra Lana Chunky (100% wool; 262 yd [240 
m]/200 g): #312 fawn, 7 (7, 8, 8) skeins.

Needles: Body and Sleeves—Size 9 (5.5 mm): straight and 32" 
(80-cm) circular (cir); I-cord—Size 4 (3.5 mm): set of 2 double-
pointed (dpn). Adjust needle sizes if necessary to obtain the 
correct gauge.

Notions: Markers (m); cable  needle (cn); stitch holders; 
tapestry needle; three 4½" (11.5-cm) buttons, style NPL 186 
from One World Buttons.

Gauge: 15 sts and 20 rows = 4" (10 cm) in St st on larger 
needles; 14 sts and 22 rows = 4" (10 cm) in moss st on larger 
needles; 18 sts and 22 rows = 4" (10 cm) in combination of 
patt sts on larger needles.

Skill Level: Intermediate.

Abbreviations:

2/1LCP: Sl 2 sts onto cn and hold in front, p1, k2 from cn.
2/1RCP: Sl 1 st onto cn and hold in back, k2, p1 from cn.
2/2LC: Sl 2 sts onto cn and hold in front, k2, k2 from cn.
2/2RC: Sl 2 sts onto cn and hold in back, k2, k2 from cn.
2/1LC: Sl 2 sts onto cn and hold in front, k1, k2 from cn.
2/1RC: Sl 1 st onto cn and hold in back, k2, k1 from cn.

Stitches

Moss Stitch: (mult of 2 sts)
Row 1: *K1, p1; rep from *.
Rows 2 and 4: Knit the knits and purl the purls.
Row 3: *P1, k1; rep from *.
Rep Rows 1–4 for patt.

Based on a duffle shape, this oversized hooded coat 
features deeply cuffed sleeves, dropped shoulders 
with saddle details, roomy pockets, and toggle 
closures. The cable stitches repeat over evenly 
divisible row increments to make the coat relatively 
easy to knit, yet highly textured. This project is 
suitable for the intermediate knitter. It is ideal for 
someone new to cables because there are several to 
learn, but keeping count of them is relatively easy.
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Twist Stitch: (worked over 2 
sts)
Row 1: K2tog but do not drop sts 

off needle, knit first st again, 
and drop both sts off needle.

Row 2: Purl.
Rep Rows 1 and 2 for patt.

Crossed Cable: (worked over 12 
sts)

Row 1: (RS) P4, 2/2RC, p4.
Rows 2, 4, 6, and 8: Knit the knits 

and purl the purls.
Row 3: P3, 2/1RCP, 2/1LCP, p3.
Row 5: P2, 2/1RC, k2, 2/1LC, p2.
Row 7: P1, 2/1RC, k4, 2/1LC, p1.
Rep Rows 1–8 for patt.

Superimposed Double Wave Cable: 

(worked over 16 sts)
Row 1: (RS) K2, p3, k2, p2, k2, p3, k2.
Row 2 and all other WS rows: Knit the knits 

and purl the purls.
Row 3: 2/1LCP, p2, 2/1LCP, 2/1RCP, p2, 

2/1RCP.
Row 5: P1, 2/1LCP, p2, 2/2LC, p2, 

2/1RCP, p1.
Row 7: P2, [2/1LCP, 2/1RCP] 2 times, p2.
Row 9: P3, 2/2LC, p2, 2/2LC, p3.
Row 11: P2, [2/1RCP, 2/1LCP] 2 times, 

p2.
Row 13: P1, 2/1RCP, p2, 2/2LC, p2, 

2/1LCP, p1.
Row 15: 2/1RCP, p2, 2/1RCP, 2/1LCP, p2, 2/1LCP.
Row 16: Rep Row 2.
Rows 17–32: Work as for Rows 1–16, except on Rows 5, 9, and 

13 substitute 2/2RC for 2/2LC.

Back

With larger needles, CO 92 (100, 108, 116) sts. Work k1, p1 rib 
for 5 rows. Patt set-up: (RS) Beg with Row 1 of patts (see Stitch 
Guide or chart page 20), work moss st over 4 (8, 12, 16) sts, 
[twist st over 2 sts, superimposed double wave cable over 16 sts, 
twist st over 2 sts, crossed cable over 12 sts] 2 times, twist st over 
2 sts, superimposed double wave cable over 16 sts, twist st over 
2 sts, and moss st over rem 4 (8, 12, 16) sts. Work as established 
until piece measures 28 (30, 32, 32)" (71 [76, 81.5, 81.5] cm) 
from beg. BO all sts.

Pocket Lining (make 2) 

With larger needles, CO 22 sts. Work even 
in st st for 30 rows. Break yarn and place 
sts on holder.

Right Front

With larger needles, CO 44 (48, 52, 56) 
sts. Work k1, p1 rib for 5 rows. Patt 

set-up: (RS) P2, work twist st over 2 sts, 
crossed cable over 12 sts, twist st over 2 
sts, superimposed double wave cable over 
16 sts, twist st over 2 sts, moss st over rem 
8 (12, 16, 20) sts. Work in patt for 32 rows. 
Join pocket linings: (RS) Work 18 sts 
in patt, place next 22 sts on holder, work 
across 22 pocket lining sts (working Row 
1 of appropriate patts to align with jacket 
front sts), work to end in patt. Cont even 
until piece measures 25 (27, 29, 29)" (63.5 
[68.5, 73.5, 73.5] cm) from beg, ending 
with a WS row. Shape neck: At neck edge, 
BO 7 (7, 8, 8) sts once, 3 (3, 4, 4) sts once, 
2 (2, 2, 2) sts 2 times—30 (34, 36, 40) sts 
rem. Cont in patt until piece measures 28 
(30, 32, 32)" (71 [76, 81.5, 81.5] cm) from 
beg. BO all sts.

Left Front

Work as for right front, reversing pattern 
and pocket placement and shaping.

Sleeves

With larger needles, CO 36 (38, 40, 42) sts. Work k1, p1 rib until 
piece measures 3½" (9 cm), ending with a WS row and inc 2 sts 
evenly spaced on last row—38 (40, 42, 44) sts. Patt set-up: (RS) 
Work moss st over 11 (12, 13, 14) sts, twist st over 2 sts, crossed 
cable over 12 sts, twist st over 2 sts, moss st over rem 11 (12, 
13, 14) sts. Cont as established, inc 1 st each end of needle in 
patt every 4 rows 18 (18, 18, 19) times, working new sts in moss 
st—74 (76, 78, 82) sts. Cont in patt until piece measures 13½ 
(13½, 14½, 14½)" (34.5 [34.5, 37, 37] cm) above rib. Shoulder 

exten sion: BO 28 (29, 30, 32) sts at beg of next 2 rows—18 sts 
rem. Working 1 st at each edge in rev St st (purl RS rows; knit WS 
rows) and center 16 sts as established until extension measures 
6¾ (7½, 8½, 8¾)" (17 [19, 21.5, 22] cm). BO all sts.
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Hood

With larger needles, CO 40 (40, 44, 44) sts. P2, work twist st 
over 2 sts, crossed cable over 12 sts, twist st over 2 sts, and moss 
st over rem 22 (22, 26, 26) sts. Work as established until piece 
measures 13" (33 cm) from beg, ending with a RS row. Next row: 
(WS) BO 13 (13, 14, 14) sts, work to end. Work 1 row even in 
established patts. Rep last 2 rows once—14 (14, 16, 16) sts rem. 
BO all sts. Make another half hood, reversing shaping.

Finishing

Block all pieces. With yarn threaded on a tapestry needle sew 
hood seam. With cir needle, pick up and knit 99 sts along front 
edge of hood. Work k1, p1 rib for 1½" (3.8 cm). BO all sts. Place 

22 sts from front pocket holders on needles and work k1, p1 
rib for 1½" (3.8 cm). BO all sts. Sew pocket linings in place. Sew 
shoulder edges to sleeve extensions. Sew sleeves in place. Sew 
side and sleeve seams, leaving 6" (15 cm) open for vents at sides. 
With straight needle, pick up and knit 40 sts across side slit. Knit 
1 row. BO all sts. Frontbands: With cir needle, pick up and knit 
85 (93, 99, 99) sts along one front edge. Work k1, p1 rib for 1½" 
(3.8 cm). BO all sts. Rep for other front edge. Using a crochet 
slipstitch (see Glossary), join hood to jacket neck, easing to fit 
and aligning front rib edges (see sidebar at left). Button loops: 
(make 3) With dpn, CO 3 sts. Work I-cord (see Glossary) until 
piece measures 6½" (16.5 cm). BO all sts. Fold button loops in 
half and position on jacket right front as foll: Placing all cords so 
that loop extends about ½" (1.3 cm) beyond rib edge and ends 
butt up to first twist st from edge, place first cord about ½" (1.3 
cm) below neck, second and third cords about 4" (10 cm) apart. 
Sew in place and tack base of loops tog. Sew buttons opposite 
loops.  -

JUDITH L. SWARTZ is a designer for yarn companies, 
publishers, and private clients, as well as a knitting and 
crocheting teacher. She is the author of Dogs in Knits, Hip to 
Crochet, and Hip to Knit, all published by Interweave Press. She 
lives in Spring Green, Wisconsin.

Use crochet slip stitch to  attach hood to neck opening.

Classic Camel Vest
Tara Jon Manning knits and    
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your passion for knitting.
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8¾ (8¾, 9¾, 9¾)"
22 (22, 25, 25) cm

13"
33 cm

¾"
2 cm

3 (3, 3½, 3½)"
7.5 (7.5, 9, 9) cm

Hood

Sleeve

16½ (16¾, 17¼, 18¼)"
42 (42.5, 44, 46.5) cm

8½ (8¾, 9¼, 9¾)"
21.5 (22, 23.5, 25) cm

3½"
9 cm

13½ (13½, 14½, 14½)"
34.5 (34.5, 37, 37) cm

6¾ (7½, 8½, 8¾)"
17 (19, 21.5, 22) cm

4"
10 cm

20½ (22¼, 24, 25¾)"
52 (56.5, 61, 65.5) cm

25 (27, 29, 29)"
63.5 (68.5, 73.5, 73.5) cm

3"
7.5 cm  

7 (7¼, 8, 8¼)"
18 (18.5, 20.5, 21) cm

Fronts 

& Back

6¾ (7½, 8, 8¾)"
17 (19, 20.5, 22) cm
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Refined Aran Jacket 
design by Pam Allen

Originally published in Interweave Knits, Winter 2007

A classic style, worked in a classic yarn, this versatile 
jacket is designed with gorgeous detailing: tiny precise 
cables, graceful shaping, pretty saddle shoulders, a 
gentle shawl collar, and pockets placed just so. The 
knitting itself is no more difficult than any other aran 
sweater...yet the results are uniquely feminine—and 
positively stunning.
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Finished Size: 34 (38, 42, 46, 50)" bust 
circumference. Jacket shown measures 34".

Yarn: DK weight (CYCA #3 light). Shown here: Classic 
Elite Classic One Fifty (100% merino; 150 yd [137 m]/50 
g): #7255 scarlet, 9 (10, 12, 13, 15) balls.

Needles: Sizes 5 (3.75 mm) and 6 (4 mm). Adjust 
needle size if necessary to obtain the correct gauge.

Notions: Cable needle (cn); markers (m); stitch holders; 
tapestry needle; four ¾" buttons.

Gauge: 24 sts and 32 rows = 4" in St st on larger 
needles.

Skill Level: Intermediate.

Stitch Guide:

3-Row Buttonhole:

Row 1: (RS) [Yo] 2 times, k2tog.
Row 2: Knit into yo, dropping extra wrap.
Row 3: Purl into yo in row below.

Pocket Lining (make 2)

With larger needles, CO 24 sts. Beg with a RS row, work 
25 rows in St st (knit on RS; purl on WS). Place sts on 
holder.

Back

With smaller needles, CO 105 (117, 129, 141, 153) sts. 
Next row: (RS) *K1, p1; rep from * to last st, k1. Next 
row: *P1, k1; rep from * to last st, p1. Rep last 2 rows 
once more. Change to larger needles. Next row: (RS) K26 
(30, 34, 40, 42), place marker (pm), p1, k3, p1, M1 (see 
Glossary), k1, p1, k3, p1, pm, k15 (17, 19, 19, 23), M1, 
k16 (18, 20, 20, 24), pm, p1, k3, p1, M1, k1, p1, k3, p1, 
pm, k26 (30, 34, 40, 42)—108 (120, 132, 144, 156) sts; 
12 sts between each set of m. Next row: Work sts as they 
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appear, purling new sts. Next row: (RS) Knit to first m, work 
Row 1 of Right Cross chart (see page 25) over next 12 sts, sl 
m, knit to next m, work Row 1 of Left Cross chart over next 12 
sts, sl m, knit to end. Cont in patt as established, working Rows 
1–4 of charts between m, until piece measures 2 (3, 4, 5, 6)" 
from CO, ending with a WS row. Shape waist: Dec row: (RS) 
K2, k2tog, work in patt to last 4 sts, ssk (see Glossary), k2—2 
sts dec’d. Work 9 rows even in patt. Rep last 10 rows once 
more—104 (116, 128, 140, 152) sts rem. Center decs: (RS) K2, 
k2tog, work to second m, sl m, k2tog, knit to 2 sts before next 
m, ssk, work to last 4 sts, ssk, k2—4 sts dec’d. Work 9 rows even 
in patt. Rep last 10 rows once more—96 (108, 120, 132, 144) 
sts rem. Inc row: (RS) K2, M1, work to second m, sl m, M1, work 
to next m, M1, sl m, work to last 2 sts, M1, k2—4 sts inc’d. 
Work 9 rows even in patt. Rep last 10 rows once more—104 
(116, 128, 140, 152) sts. Inc row: (RS) K2, M1, work in patt to 
last 2 sts, M1, k2—2 sts inc’d. Work 9 rows even in patt. Rep 
last inc row once more—108 (120, 132, 144, 156) sts. Work 
even in patt until piece measures 13 (13½, 14, 15, 16)" from 
CO, ending with a WS row. Shape armholes: BO 5 sts at beg 
of next 2 rows, then BO 2 sts at beg of foll 4 rows—90 (102, 

114, 126, 138) sts rem. Dec 1 st each end of needle every other 
row 1 (4, 4, 7, 9) time(s), then every 4th row 2 times—84 
(90, 102, 108, 116) sts rem. Work even in patt until armholes 
measure 6½ (7½, 8¼, 8½, 9)", ending with a WS row. Shape 

shoulders: BO 8 (8, 10, 11, 11) sts at beg of next 4 (2, 6, 6, 
6) rows, then BO 9 (9, 0, 0, 0) sts at beg of foll 2 (4, 0, 0, 0) 
rows—34 (38, 42, 42, 50) sts rem. BO all sts.

Left Front

Note: Pocket and collar beg before waist shaping is completed, 
and collar shaping ends after armhole shaping beg; read 
through all instructions carefully before proceeding. With 
smaller needles, CO 57 (63, 69, 75, 81) sts. Next row: (RS) K2, 
*p1, k1; rep from * to last 3 sts, p1, k2. Next row: Sl 1 pwise, 
*p1, k1; rep from * to last 2 sts, p2. Rep last 2 rows once more. 
Change to larger needles. Next row: (RS) K19 (23, 27, 33, 35), 
pm for pocket, k7, pm, p1, k3, p1, M1, k1, p1, k3, p1, pm, k7, 
pm for pocket, k8 (10, 12, 12, 16), p1, k1, p1, k2—58 (64, 
70, 76, 82) sts. Next row: Sl 1 pwise, [p1, k1] twice, work sts 
as they appear to end, purling new st. Next row: (RS) Work to 
second m, sl m, work Row 1 of Right Cross chart over 12 sts, sl 
m, work in patt to end. Cont as established, working 5 edge sts 
in rib and Rows 1–4 of chart between m, until piece measures 2 
(3, 4, 5, 6)" from CO, ending with a WS row. Shape waist: Dec 
row: (RS) K2, k2tog, work in patt to end—1 st dec’d. Work 9 
rows even in patt. Rep last 10 rows once more—56 (62, 68, 74, 
80) sts rem. Center decs: (RS) K2, k2tog, work to 2 sts before 
m, ssk, sl m, work 12 sts in charted patt, sl m, k2tog, work in 
patt to end—3 sts dec’d. Work 9 rows even in patt. Rep last 10 
rows once more—50 (56, 62, 68, 74) sts rem. Inc row: (RS) K2, 
M1, work in patt to m, M1, sl m, work 12 sts in charted patt, 
sl m, M1, work in patt to end—3 sts inc’d. Work 9 rows even 
in patt. Rep last 10 rows once more—56 (62, 68, 74, 80) sts. 
Inc row: (RS) K2, M1, work in patt to end—1 st inc’d. Work 9 
rows even in patt. Rep last inc row once more—58 (64, 70, 
76, 82) sts. Cont in patt until piece measures 13 (13½, 14, 15, 
16)" from CO, ending with a RS row. Pocket and collar: At the 

same time, on 29th row after CO, insert pocket lining as foll: 
(RS) Work in patt to first m, remove m, transfer next 26 sts to 
holder, remove next pocket m. With RS facing, transfer 24 sts 
of pocket lining to left needle and work as foll: K6, M1, pm, 
k12, pm, M1, k6—26 pocket sts (chart row omitted); cont to 
end as established. Cont in patt until piece measures 9" from 
CO, ending with a WS row. Collar: Work as established to last 7 
sts, [p1, k1] 3 times, k1—7 sts for collar. Cont as established, 
working 2 more sts in k1, p1 rib at beg of collar every 10th row 
6 (7, 8, 8, 10) more times. Shape armhole: At the same time, 
when piece measures 13 (13½, 14, 15, 16)" from CO, BO 5 sts 
at beg of next RS row, then 2 sts at beg of foll 2 RS rows—49 
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(55, 61, 67, 73) sts rem. Dec 1 st at 
beg of next 1 (4, 4, 7, 9) RS row(s), 
then dec 1 st at beg of every 4th row 
2 times—46 (49, 55, 58, 62) sts rem. 
Cont in patt until armhole measures 
6½ (7½, 8¼, 8½, 9)", ending with a 
WS row. Shape shoulder: BO 8 (8, 10, 
11, 11) sts at beg of next 2 (1, 3, 3, 3) 
RS row(s), then 9 sts at beg of foll 1 
(2, 0, 0, 0) RS row(s)—21 (23, 25, 25, 
29) collar sts rem. Inc 1 st at end of 
next row for seam st—22 (24, 26, 26, 
30) sts. Work even in patt until piece 
measures 4 (4½, 5, 5, 5½)" from last 
shoulder BO. Place sts on holder.

Right Front

Note: Buttonholes end after waist 
shaping beg, pocket and collar beg 
before waist shaping is completed, and 
collar shaping ends after armhole shaping beg; read through all 
instructions carefully before proceeding. With smaller needles, 
CO 57 (63, 69, 75, 81) sts. 
Row 1: K1, *k1, p1; rep from * to last 2 sts, k2. 
Row 2: P2, *k1, p1; rep from * to last 3 sts, k1, p2.
Row 3: Sl 1 kwise, *k1, p1; rep from * to last 2 sts, k2.
Rep Row 2. Change to larger needles. Next row: (RS) Sl 1 kwise, 
[k1, p1] 2 times, k8 (10, 12, 12, 16), pm for pocket, k7, pm, 
p1, k3, p1, M1, k1, p1, k3, p1, pm, k7, pm for pocket, knit 
to end—58 (64, 70, 76, 82) sts. Next row: Work sts as they 
appear, purling new st. Beg chart and work buttonhole: (RS) 
Sl 1 kwise, k1, p1, k1, work Row 1 of 3-row buttonhole (see 
Stitch Guide), knit to second m, sl m, work Row 1 of Left Cross 
chart over 12 sts, sl m, knit to end. Working rem 2 rows of 
buttonhole, cont in patt, working chart between m and 5 sts at 
center-front edge in rib as established. Rep Row 1 of buttonhole 
every 20th row 3 more times, working rem 2 rows of buttonhole 
on foll 2 rows. Shape waist: At the same time, when piece 
measures 2 (3, 4, 5, 6)" from CO, shape waist as foll: Dec row: 
(RS) Work in patt to last 4 sts, ssk, k2—1 st dec’d. Work 9 
rows even in patt. Rep last 10 rows once more—56 (62, 68, 
74, 80) sts rem. Center decs: (RS) Work in patt to 2 sts before 
m, ssk, sl m, work 12 sts in charted patt, sl m, k2tog, work to 
last 4 sts, ssk, k2—3 sts dec’d. Work 9 rows even in patt. Rep 
last 10 rows once more—50 (56, 62, 68, 74) sts rem. Inc row: 
(RS) Work in patt to m, M1, sl m, work 12 sts in charted patt, 
sl m, M1, work in patt to last 2 sts, M1, k2—3 sts inc’d. Work 
9 rows even in patt. Rep last 10 rows once more—56 (62, 68, 

74, 80) sts. Inc row: (RS) Work in patt to 
last 2 sts, M1, k2—1 st inc’d. Work 9 rows 
even in patt. Rep last inc row—58 (64, 
70, 76, 82) sts. Cont in patt until piece 
measures 13 (13½, 14, 15, 16)" from CO, 
ending with a RS row. Pocket and collar: 

At the same time, on 29th row after CO, 
insert pocket lining as foll: (RS) Work in 
patt to first m, remove m, transfer next 
26 sts to holder, remove next pocket m. 
With RS facing, transfer 24 sts of pocket 
lining to left needle and work as foll: K6, 
M1, pm, k12, pm, M1, k6—26 pocket sts 
(chart row omitted); work to end of row 
in patt. Cont in patt until piece measures 
9" from CO, ending with a WS row. Collar: 

(RS) Sl 1 kwise, [k1, p1] 3 times, work in 
patt to end of row—7 sts for collar. Cont 
as established, working 2 more sts in k1, 
p1 rib at end of collar every 10th row 6 
(7, 8, 8, 10) more times. Shape armhole: 

At the same time, when piece measures 13 (13½, 14, 15, 16)" 
from CO, BO 5 sts at beg of next WS row, then BO 2 sts at beg 
of foll 2 WS rows—49 (55, 61, 67, 73) sts rem. Dec 1 st at end 
of next 1 (4, 4, 7, 9) RS row(s), then dec 1 st at end of every 
4th row 2 times—46 (49, 55, 58, 62) sts rem. Work even until 
armhole measures 6½ (7½, 8¼, 8½, 9)", ending with a RS row. 
Shape shoulder: BO 8 (8, 10, 11, 11) sts at beg of next 2 (1, 
3, 3, 3) WS row(s), then BO 9 sts at beg of foll 1 (2, 0, 0, 0) 
WS row(s)—21 (23, 25, 25, 29) collar sts rem. Inc 1 st at end 
of next row for seam st—22 (24, 26, 26, 30) sts. Work even in 
patt until piece measures 4 (4½, 5, 5, 5½)" from last shoulder 
BO. Place sts on holder.

Sleeves

With smaller needles, CO 48 (54, 60, 66, 66) sts. Work in k1, 
p1 rib for 4 rows. Change to larger needles. Next row: (RS) K19 
(22, 25, 28, 28), pm, p1, k3, p1, M1, k1, p1, k3, p1, pm, k16 
(19, 22, 25, 25), M1, k2—50 (56, 62, 68, 68) sts. Next row: 
Work sts as they appear, purling new sts. Next row: (RS) Knit to 
first m, work Row 1 of Sleeve chart, sl m, knit to end. Cont as 
established, working chart between m, until piece measures 5" 
from CO, ending with a WS row. Inc row: (RS) K2, M1, work in 
patt to last 2 sts, M1, k2—2 sts inc’d. Cont in patt and rep Inc 
row every 10 (8, 8, 8, 6)th row 5 (7, 7, 8, 15) more times, then 
every 8 (6, 6, 6, 4)th row 5 (6, 7, 6, 2) times—72 (84, 92, 98, 
104) sts. Work even until piece measures 18 (18½, 19, 19¾, 
20¾)" from CO, ending with a WS row. Shape sleeve cap: BO 5 
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sts at beg of next 2 rows, then BO 2 sts at beg of foll 4 (6, 8, 
8, 8) rows—54 (62, 66, 72, 78) sts rem. Dec 1 st each end of 
needle every other row 7 (8, 9, 8, 8) times, then every 4th row 
once, then every other row 4 (5, 6, 6, 7) times, then every row 
8 (10, 10, 14, 16) times, ending with a WS row—14 sts rem; 
12 chart sts plus 1 seam st on each side. Saddle: Next row: 
(RS) K1, work in patt to last st, k1. Next row: P1, work in patt 
to last st, p1. Rep last 2 rows until saddle measures 3¾ (3¾, 
4½, 5, 5)". BO all sts.

Finishing 

Transfer 26 pocket sts to smaller needle. Work 4 rows in k1, 
p1 rib for pocket border, inc 1 st each end of needle on first 
row for seam st—28 sts. Sew sides of pocket border to fronts. 

Sew pocket linings to WS of fronts. Gently block pieces to 
measurements. Sew back and front shoulders to saddles. Adjust 
collar pieces so that they lie along the neck edge without 
stretching or buckling. Rip or work more rows as needed. Join 
ends of collar pieces using the three-needle BO (see Glossary). 
Sew collar to jacket with RS of collar facing inside of jacket. Sew 
remainder of sleeve caps into armholes. Sew side and sleeve 
seams. Sew buttons onto left front opposite buttonholes. Steam 
seams. -

PAM ALLEN, creative director at  Classic Elite Yarns, likes little 
fitted  jackets, especially if they’re knitted.

http://www.interweavestore.com
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k on RS; p on WS

p on RS; k on WS

pattern repeat

sl 2 sts onto cn, hold in back, k1, k2 from cn

sl 1 st onto cn, hold in front, k2, k1 from cn
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Sienna Cardigan
design by Ann E. Smith

Originally published in Interweave Knits, Fall 2006

Slender cables outline a bit of cabled fagot lace that borders the front edges of this V-neck cardigan. The 
front bands and collar are picked up and worked in an easy garter stitch; and a clever stair-step bind off 
along the collar creates a subtle picot effect. Simple styling, a waist bordered by a deep rib, and sleeves that 
finish with a neat bind-off edging keep the focus on the stitch details. All the design elements come together 
in a hand-dyed, wool/alpaca blend.

Finished Size: 36 (40, 44, 48, 52)" bust. Cardigan shown 
measures 36".

Yarn: Aran weight (CYCA #5 bulky). Shown here: Blue Sky 
Alpacas Worsted Hand-Dyes (50% alpaca, 50% wool; 100 yd 
[92 m]/100 g): #2010 terra cotta, 9 (10, 11, 12 ,13) skeins.

Needles: Size 9 (5.5 mm): straight and 24" circular (cir). 
Adjust needle size if necessary to obtain the correct gauge. 

Notions: Markers (m); tapestry needle; cable needle (cn); 
five ¾" buttons.

Gauge: 16 sts and 22 rows = 4" in St st.

Skill Level:  Intermediate.

Stitch Guide

2 x 2 Rib: (multiple of 4 sts + 2)
Row 1: (WS) P2, *k2, p2; rep from * to end.
Row 2: (RS) K2, *p2, k2; rep from * to end.
Repeat Rows 1 and 2 for pattern.

Right Front Cable: (worked over 7 sts)
Row 1: (WS) K1, p2, yo, p2tog, k1, p1.
Row 2: (RS) K1, p1, k2, yo, k2tog, p1. 
Rows 3–14: Rep Rows 1 and 2.
Row 15: (WS) Rep Row 1. 
Row 16: (RS) K1, p1, sl 2 sts to cn and hold in front, k2, k2 from 
cn, p1.
Repeat Rows 1–16 for cable.C
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Left Front Cable: (worked over 7 sts)
Row 1: (WS) P1, k1, p2, yo, p2tog, k1.
Row 2: (RS) P1, k2, yo, k2tog, p1, k1. 
Rows 3–14: Rep Rows 1 and 2.
Row 15: (WS) Rep Row 1.
Row 16: (RS) P1, sl 2 sts to cn and hold in back, k2, k2 from cn, 

p1, k1.
Repeat Rows 1–16 for cable.

Back

CO 74 (82, 90, 98, 106) sts. Work 2 × 2 rib (see Stitch Guide) 
until piece measures 5" from CO, ending with a WS row. Knit 
next row, dec 2 sts evenly spaced—72 (80, 88, 96, 104) sts 
rem. Work in St st (knit RS rows; purl WS rows) until piece 
measures 14" from CO, ending with a WS row. Shape armholes: 

Cont in St st, BO 4 (5, 6, 7, 8) sts at beg of next 2 rows. Dec 
row: (RS) K2, k2tog, knit to last 4 sts, ssk, k2—2 sts dec’d. 
Keeping 2 sts in St st as selvedges at both ends, rep Dec row 
on every RS row 5 (6, 7, 8, 9) more times—52 (56, 60, 64, 68) 
sts rem. Work even in St st until armholes measure 7¼ (7½, 
8, 8½, 9)", ending with a WS row. Shape neck: (RS) K15 (17, 
19, 21, 23) sts, join new yarn, BO 22 sts, knit to end—15 (17, 
19, 21, 23) sts rem each side. Working each side separately, 
BO 3 sts at each neck edge once—12 (14, 16, 18, 20) sts rem 
each side. Work even in St st until armholes measure 8¼ (8½, 
9, 9½, 10)". BO all sts. 

Right Front

CO 37 (41, 45, 49, 53) sts. 
Row 1: (WS) Work Row 1 of 2 × 2 rib over 30 (34, 38, 42, 46) 

sts, place marker (pm), work Row 1 of right front cable (see 
Stitch Guide) over 7 sts.

Row 2: (RS) Work Row 2 of right front cable over 7 sts, work 
Row 2 of 2 × 2 rib to end.

Cont in established patt until piece measures 5" from CO, 
ending with a WS row. Dec row: (RS) Work cable over 7 sts, 
knit to last 3 sts, k2tog, k1—1 st dec’d. Next row: (WS) Purl 
to m, work cable in patt. Working body in St st and cont cable 
patt, work 2 more rows even. Rep Dec row—35 (39, 43, 47, 51) 
sts rem. Cont in patt until 4 total right front cable reps have 
been completed, then work Rows 1–13 of cable—piece should 
measure about 14" from CO. Shape neck and armhole: 

Row 1: (RS) K1, p1, k2, k2tog, p1, knit to end. Mark this row for 
V-neck.

Row 2: (WS) BO 4 (5, 6, 7, 8) sts, purl to m, k1, p3, k1, p1.
Row 3: K1, p1, k2tog, k1, p1, knit to last 4 sts, ssk, k2.
Rows 4, 6, and 8: Work sts as they appear. 
Row 5: K1, p1, k2tog, p1, knit to last 4 sts, ssk, k2. 

Row 7: K1, p1, k2tog, remove m, knit to last 4 sts, ssk, k2. 
Row 9: K1, p1, k2tog, knit to last 4 sts, ssk, k2.
Row 10: Work sts as they appear. 
Cont shaping as foll: Dec 1 st at armhole edge (end of RS rows)  
on RS rows 2 (3, 4, 5, 6) more times and, at the same time dec 
1 st at neck edge (beg of RS rows) on RS rows 2 times, then on 
foll 4th row 6 times—12 (14, 16, 18, 20) sts rem. Work even 
until front measures same as back. BO all sts. 

Left Front

CO 37 (41, 45, 49, 53) sts.
Row 1: (WS) Work left front cable (see Stitch Guide) over 7 sts, 

pm, work in 2 × 2 rib to end.
Work in established patt until piece measures 5" from CO, 
ending with a WS row. Dec row: (RS) K1, ssk, work in patt to 
end—1 st dec’d. Next row: (WS) Work cable over 7 sts, purl to 
end. Working body in St st and cont cable patt, work 2 more 
rows even. Rep Dec row—35 (39, 43, 47, 51) sts rem. Work 
even in patt until piece measures 14" from CO, ending with a 
WS row. Shape neck and armhole:
Row 1: (RS) BO 4 (5, 6, 7, 8) sts, knit to m, p1, k2, k2tog, p1, k1. 

Mark this row for V-neck.
Row 2: (WS) P1, k1, p3, k1, purl to end.
Row 3: K2, k2tog, knit to m, p1, k1, k2tog, p1, k1. 
Rows 4, 6, and 8: Work sts as they appear.
Row 5: K2, k2tog, knit to m, p1, k2tog, p1, k1.
Row 7: K2, k2tog, knit to m, remove m, k2tog, p1, k1.  
Row 9: K2, k2tog, knit to last 4 sts, p1, k1, k2tog, p1, k1.
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Row 10: Work sts as they appear. 
Cont shaping as foll: Dec 1 st at armhole edge (beg of RS 
rows)  on RS rows 2 (3, 4, 5, 6) more times and, at the same 
time dec 1 st at neck edge (end of RS rows) on RS rows 2 
times, then on foll 4th row 6 times—12 (14, 16, 18, 20) sts 
rem. Work even until front measures same as back and left 
front. BO all sts. 

Sleeves

CO 36 (38, 38, 40, 40) sts. Beg with a WS row, work in St st 
until piece measures 3½ (3½, 3½, 3½, 3)" from CO, ending 
with a WS row. Inc 1 st each end of needle on next row, then 
on every foll 10th row 7 (4, 0, 0, 0) times, then on every foll 
8th row 0 (4, 7, 3, 0) times, then on every foll 6th row 0 (0, 3, 
8, 13) times—52 (56, 60, 64, 68) sts. Work even in St st until 
piece measures 18" from CO, ending with a WS row. Shape 

cap: BO 4 (5, 6, 7, 8) at beg of next 2 rows. Work 0 (2, 2, 4, 
4) rows even. Keeping 2 sts in St st at each end, dec 1 st each 
end of needle on every RS row 12 (12, 12, 13, 14) times. Work 
1 row even. BO 2 sts at beg of next 4 rows—12 (14, 16, 16, 
16) sts rem. BO all sts. With WS facing, pick up and knit 36 
(38, 38, 40, 40) sts along lower edge of sleeve for the cuff. BO 
all sts kwise. 

Finishing

With yarn threaded on a tapestry needle, sew shoulder seams. 
Right front band: With RS facing and cir needle, pick up and 

knit 57 sts evenly spaced from CO edge to V-neck m. Knit 3 
rows. Buttonhole row: K5, [BO 2 sts, k10] 4 times, BO 2 sts, 
knit to end. Next row: Knit across, using the backward loop 
method (see Glossary) to CO 2 sts over each buttonhole. Knit 
2 rows. BO all sts. Left front band: With RS facing and cir 
needle, pick up and knit 57 sts evenly spaced from V-neck m to 
CO edge. Knit 7 rows. BO all sts. Collar: With RS facing and cir 
needle, beg on right front neck above band, pick up and knit 
36 (37, 39, 42, 43) sts from V-neck m to shoulder seam, pm, 
pick up and knit 32 sts along back neck, pm, 36 (37, 39, 42, 
43) sts from shoulder seam to left V-neck m—104 (106, 110, 
114, 118) sts total. Knit 5 rows. 
Inc row 1: (RS) *Knit to m, M1 (see Glossary); rep from * once, 

knit to end—2 sts inc’d. 
Knit 1 row. Next row: Rep Inc row 1. 
Inc row 2: (WS) K1, M1, knit to last st, M1, k1—2 sts inc’d. 
Next row: Rep Inc row 1. Next row: Rep Inc row 2—114 (116, 
120, 124, 128) sts. BO 2 sts at beg of next 8 rows, then BO 3 
sts at beg of next 6 rows, then BO 4 sts at beg of next 6 rows, 
then BO 5 sts at beg of next 8 rows, then BO 3 (4, 6, 7, 8) sts 
at beg of next 2 rows—10 (10, 10, 12, 14) sts rem. BO all sts. 
Sew top edges of front bands to collar. Sew buttons opposite 
buttonholes. Sew sleeves into armholes. Sew underarm and 
side seams. Without touching iron to fabric, steam-block.  -

ANN E. SMITH designs knitwear from her home not far from 
Lake Michigan in Whitefish Bay, Wisconsin.

18½ (20½, 22½, 24½, 26½)"
47 (52, 57, 62, 67.5) cm

9¼ (10¼, 11¼, 12¼, 13¼)"
23.5 (26, 28.5, 31, 33.5) cm

14"
35.5 cm

8¾ (9¾, 10¾, 11¾, 12¾)"
22 (25, 27.5, 30, 32.5) cm

18 (20, 22, 24, 26)"
45.5 (51, 56, 61, 66) cm

8¼ (8½, 9, 9½, 10)"
21 (21.5, 23, 24, 25.5) cm

3 (3½, 4, 4½, 5)"
7.5 (9, 10, 11.5, 12.5) cm

7"
18 cm

1"
2.5 cm

Right

Front  & Back

9 (9½, 9½, 10, 10)"
23 (24, 24, 25.5, 25.5) cm

13 (14, 15, 16, 17)"
33 (35.5, 38, 40.5, 43) cm

5½ (5¾, 5¾, 6, 7)"
14 (14.5, 14.5, 15, 18) cm

3 (3½, 4, 4, 4)"
7.5 (9, 10, 10, 10) cm

Sleeve

18"
45.5 cm
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Side-way Ribs 
Cardigan 
design by Norah Gaughan

Originally published in Knitscene, Fall/Winter 2005
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Take a tweedy bulky-weight yarn. Add large 
needles, lots of wide ribs, plenty of stockinette, and 
you have the perfect recipe for an easy quick-to-
knit no-fuss cardigan. Oh, and did we mention that 
it is knit sideways, from cuff to center? Cast on a 
few stitches and before you know it, you'll have a 
fun (and warm) handknit sweater to enjoy on cool 
fall days.

Finished Size: 40 (44, 48)" bust circumference. (101.5 [112, 
122] cm) worn open (fronts do not meet). Sweater shown 
measures 40" (101.5 cm).

Yarn: Bulky weight (CYCA #6 super-bulky). Shown here: 

Black Forest Naturwolle Tweed (100% new wool; 110 yd 
[100 m]/100 g): #T1-191 natural/brown mix, 6 (7, 8) skeins. 
Yarn distributed by Muench. 

Needles: Size 13 (9 mm): 24" (60 cm) circular (cir). Spare 
needle (straight or cir) about the same size for three-needle 
bind-off. Adjust needle size if necessary to obtain the correct 
gauge. 

Notions: Tapestry needle.

Gauge: 11 sts and 16 rows = 4" (10 cm) in St st.

Skill Level:  Easy.

Left Half

Cuff: CO 26 (26, 30) sts. Do not join, but work back and forth 
in rows. Next row: (RS) *K2, p2; rep from * to last 2 sts, k2. 
Cont in rib as established (knit the knits; purl the purls) until 
piece measures 7" (18 cm) from CO, ending with a WS row.

Sleeve

(RS) Knit to last st, M1 (see Glossary), k1—27 (27, 31) sts. 
Cont in St st (knit RS rows; purl WS rows), work 5 rows even. 
Inc row: (RS) K1, M1, knit to last st, M1, k1—2 sts inc’d. Rep 
the last 6 rows 4 (2, 4) more times—37 (33, 41) sts. Work 
3 rows even. Rep inc row. Rep the last 4 rows 3 (7, 4) more 
times—45 (49, 51) sts. Cont even in St st until piece measures 
20 (21, 22)" (51 [53.5, 56] cm) from CO, ending with a WS 
row. 
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Front and Back

With WS still facing, use the backward loop method (see 
Glossary) to CO 45 (49, 51) sts at end of row—90 (98, 102) 
sts. With RS facing (and beg with the newly CO sts), work in 
rib as foll: *K3, p3; rep from * to last 0 (2, 0) sts, k0 (2, 0). 
Use the backward loop method to CO 45 (49, 51) sts at end 
of row—135 (147, 153) sts. With WS facing (and beg with the 
newly CO sts), work in rib as foll: *P3, k3; rep from * to last 3 
sts, p3. There will be 45 (49, 51) sts for the front, 45 (49, 51) 
sts for the sleeve, and 45 (49, 51) sts for the back. Cont even in 
rib as established until front and back measure 7 (7½, 8)" (18 
[19, 20.5] cm), from backward-loop CO, ending with a RS row.

Neck

(WS) Cont in patt, BO 69 (75, 78) front sts in patt, work to 
end—66 (72, 75) back sts rem. Cont even in rib for 3 (3½, 4)" 
(7.5 [9, 10] cm) more. Place sts on spare needle.

Right Half

Work as for left half, but reverse shaping by binding off neck at 
beg of a RS row. Leave sts on needle.

Finishing

Holding RS of the pieces tog, use the three-needle method (see 
Glossary) to BO the center back sts tog. With yarn threaded on a 
tapestry needle, sew sleeve and side seams. Weave in loose ends. 
Block to measurements.   -

NORAH GAUGHAN is a member of the design team at 
Berroco; she is also the author of Knitting Nature. She is a bit 
of a knitting cat woman cliché, like so many knitters, but she 
tries to deny it.
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Curry Cabled 
Cardigan 

design by Cathy Payson
Originally published in Interweave Knits, Fall 2002

Cathy Payson has placed wide and narrow cables 
side by side to form flattering vertical “stripes” 
in this appealing cardigan that is sized just large 
enough to make it cozy and just fitted enough to 
make it flattering. The front bands are worked 
simultaneously with the fronts. The garter-stitch 
collar is worked separately—with mitered corners 
shaped with decreases—and sewn in place.
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Finished Size: 35¾ (44¾, 53¾)” 90.5 (113.5, 136.5) 
cm bust/chest circumference, buttoned. Sweater shown 
measures 44¾" (113.5 cm).

Yarn: Worsted weight (CYCA #4 medium). Shown here: 

Lane Borgosesia Montmartre (55% wool, 26% nylon, 
19% kid mohair; 170 yd [155 m]/50 g): #7 gold, 8 (9, 10) 
skeins.

Needles: Size 8 (5 mm). Adjust needle size if necessary to 
obtain the correct gauge.

Notions: Cable needle (cn); marker (m); tapestry needle; 
nine 7⁄8" (2.2-cm) buttons.

Gauge: 18 sts and 24 rows = 4" (10 cm) in St st; one cable 
panel (18 sts) = 3" (7.5 cm).

Skill Level:  Intermediate.

Back

CO 116 (134, 152) sts. Purl 1 row. Beg with Row 1, work 
Cable Pattern chart (see page 33) until piece measures 23 
(24, 25)" (58.5 [61, 63.5] cm) from beg, ending with a WS 
row. BO all sts.

Left Front 

CO 51 (69, 87) sts. Purl 1 row. Beg with Row 1, work Cable 
Pattern chart across 44 (62, 80) sts, place marker (pm), 
k7 for button band. Working button band sts in garter st 
(knit every row), cont in cable patt as established until 
piece measures 20 (21, 22)" (51 [53.5, 56] cm) from beg, 
ending with a RS row. Shape neck: (WS) Keeping patt as 
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established, BO 11 (13, 15) sts at beg of 
row, work to end. At neck edge BO 2 (4, 
6) sts once, then BO 2 sts once, then BO 
1 st 4 times—32 (46, 60) sts rem. Cont 
even in patt until piece measures same 
as back. BO all sts. Mark placement of 9 
buttons, the lowest ½" (1.3 cm) up from 
lower edge, the highest ½" (1.3 cm) 
down from beg of neck shaping, and the 
others evenly spaced in between.

Right Front

Work as for left front, reversing shaping 
(work garter-st button band on first 7 sts 
of RS rows; work neck shaping at beg of 
RS rows), and at the same time, make 
9 buttonholes on RS rows of garter st 
band to correspond to marked button 
positions as foll: K3, yo, k2tog, k2, work 
established cable patt to end.

Sleeves

CO 62 sts. Purl 1 row. Beg with Row 1, work Cable Pattern chart 
across all sts, and at the same time, inc 1 st each end of needle 
every 6 rows 0 (5, 9) times, then every 8 rows 12 (9, 6) times, 
working new sts in rev St st (purl on RS, knit on WS)—86 (90, 
92) sts. Work even as established until piece measures 18 (19, 
19)" (46 [48.5, 48.5] cm) from beg, ending with a WS row. 
BO all sts.

Collar

CO 96 (100, 104) sts. Knit 1 row. Next 
row: K9 (10, 11), sl 1, k2tog, psso, work 
to last 12 (13, 14) sts, sl 1, k2tog, psso, 
knit to end—4 sts dec’d. Knit 1 row 
even. Next row: K8 (9, 10), sl 1, k2tog, 
psso, work to last 11 (12, 13) sts, sl 1, 
k2tog, psso, knit to end—4 sts dec’d. 
Knit 1 row even. Cont to dec 4 sts every 
other row in this manner (working 1 st 
less before and after the decs each time) 
until 1 st rem before and after the decs 
at each side—64 sts rem. Knit 1 row. 
BO all sts. 

Finishing

Block pieces to measurements. With 
yarn threaded on a tapestry needle, 
sew shoulder seams, matching cables. 
Measure down 7¾ (8¼, 8½)" (19.5 [21, 
21.5] cm) from each shoulder seam and 

mark for sleeve placement. Sew tops of sleeves to body bet 
markers. Sew sleeve and side seams. Sew buttons to left front 
opposite buttonholes. Sew BO edge of collar into neck opening, 
easing fit as necessary. Weave in loose ends.   -

CATHY PAYSON designs knitwear from her home in South 
Boston, Massachusetts.
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RISK-FREE 
TRIALOFFER

Discover knitwear designs that will capture your imagination.

From cover to cover, Interweave Knits magazine gives you great 
projects, from the beginner to the advanced. Every issue is packed full 
of captivating smart designs, step-by-step instructions, easy-to-
understand illustrations, plus well-written, lively articles sure to inspire.

Take advantage of this special risk-free offer today!

interweave.com/go/kdiwk

http://www.interweave.com/go/kdiwk
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5¼ (7¾, 10)"
13.5 (19.5, 25.5) cm

Fronts & Back

8¾ (6¾, 5¼)"
22 (17, 13.5) cm

23 (24, 25)"
58.5 (61, 63.5) cm

3"
7.5 cm

9 (12, 15)"
23 (30.5, 38) cm

19¼ (22¼, 25¼)"
49 (56.5, 64) cm

Sleeve

15½ (16½, 17)"
39.5 (42, 43) cm

18 (19, 19)"
45.5 (48.5, 48.5) cm

10¼"
26 cm

Cable Pattern

23

21

19

17

15

13

11

9

7

5

3

1

k on RS;
p on WS

p on RS;
k on WS

pattern repeat

2/2LC: sl 2 st onto cn and 
hold in front, k2, k2 from cn

5/5LC: sl 5 sts onto cn and
hold in front, k5, k5 from cn
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Glossary
Three-Needle Bind-Off
Place stitches to be joined onto two  separate needles. Hold them with right sides of knitting 
facing  together. Insert a third needle into first stitch on each of the other two  needles and knit 
them together as one stitch. *Knit next stitch on each needle the same way. Pass first stitch 
over  second stitch. Repeat from * until one stitch remains on third needle. Cut yarn and pull 
tail through last stitch.

Ssk Decrease
Slip two stitches knitwise one at a time (Figure 1). Insert 
point of  left needle into front of two slipped stitch es 
and knit them  together through back loops with right 
needle (Figure 2).

Figure 1 Figure 2

I-Cord 
With double-pointed needle, cast on 
desired number of  stitches. *Without 
turning the needle, slide the stitches to 
other end of the needle, pull the yarn 
around the back, and knit the stitches as 
usual; repeat from * for desired length.

1

2

3

Invisible Horizontal Seam
Working with the bound-off edges opposite each other, right sides of 
the knitting facing outward, and working into the stitches just below the 
bound-off edges, bring threaded tapestry needle out at the center of the 
first stitch (i.e., go under half of the first stitch) on one side of seam, then 
bring needle in and out under the first whole stitch on the other side (1). 
*Bring needle into the center of the same stitch it came out of before, then 
out in the center of the adjacent stitch (2). Bring needle in and out under 
the next whole stitch on the other side (3). Repeat from *, ending with a 
half-stitch on the first side. Be sure to work along the same row of stitches 
on each side for a neat line.
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Single Crochet (sc)
Insert hook into a stitch, yarn over hook and draw a 
loop through stitch, yarn over hook (Figure 1) and draw 
it through both loops on hook (Figure 2).

Figure 1 Figure 2

Glossary
Raised (M1) Increases
Left Slant (M1L) and Standard M1

With left needle tip, lift strand between needles from 
front to back (Figure 1). Knit lifted loop through the back 
(Figure 2).     

Figure 1
Figure 2 Figure 1 Figure 2

Right Slant (M1R)

With left needle tip, lift strand between needles from 
back to front (Figure 1). Knit lifted loop through the front 
(Figure 2).   

Backward Loop Cast-On
*Loop working yarn and 
place it on needle backward 
so that it doesn’t unwind. 
Repeat from *.

Slip Stitch Crochet (sl st)
Insert hook into stitch, yarn over 
hook and draw loop through stitch 
and loop on hook.

Running Stitch
Working small straight stitches, pass 
the threaded needle over one knitted 
stitch and under the next to form 
a dashed line. The  stitches can be 
worked in equal or varying lengths, 
horizontally, vertically, or diagonally.

Figure 3Figure 1

Backstitch Seam 
Bring threaded needle up between the first two 
stitches on each piece, then back down through both 
layers, one stitch to the right (Figure 1). *Bring needle 
up through both layers one stitch to the left of the 
previous stitch (Figure 2), then back down through 
the same hole used before (Figure 3). Repeat from *.

Figure 2


