
Hardware and Copper Bangle D o n n a  F u c h s

Donna loves to look at tools and objects that she might use in her wire-wrapping

classes while her husband searches for just the right nail at the hardware store.

The great copper tubing in this project—normally used for plumbing—is one of

her hardware finds. The bangle she created from it is now a class favorite.

technique >> wireworking
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1: Cut 2" of wire and form a jump ring that
includes the 10mm glass donut and copper
charm.

2: Pass the wire through the tube and bend
both together into an oval that will fit around
the widest part of your hand. Use the tube cut-
ter to cut off the ends of the tube that don’t
bend (about 2" from each end). The ends of
the tube should now be about 2" apart. Don’t
worry—the tube cutter will allow you to cut
the tube without cutting the wire inside. File
the edges of the tube if necessary.

3: String two 15mm donuts, the cane bead,
two 15mm donuts, and the charm ring over
the tube. Wrap one end of the wire around the
other and form decorative spirals with each
end; the wire is not a clasp because the copper
tubing will hold its shape on its own.

4: Follow the manufacturer’s instructions on
the liver of sulphur to apply a patina to the
metal if desired. F

Donna Fuchs lives in Canton, Ohio, and teaches wire wrap-

ping, cold connections, and silversmithing in her home

studio, Penguin’s Nest. Her husband, Leo, learned sheet-

metal work when he was a boy in Austria, and he helps

out when her students cry, “Why won’t this work?” Donna

maintains her website, www.penguinsnest.com, which

showcases the work of all her students and her supervi-

sors, Chip (a poodle) and Rosie (business partner Candy

Wilson’s maltese).

RESOURCES
Check your local bead shop or contact: Cane glass bead:

David Christenson, (401) 294-1440. Copper tubing: hard-

ware store. Wire: Jatayu, (888) 350-6481, www.con

niefox.com.

Materials

15×15mm lampworked cane bead

4 cobalt 15mm glass donuts 

1 cobalt 10mm glass donut

1 copper 10mm square charm

12" of 1⁄4" copper tubing

14" of 14-gauge dead soft copper wire

Liver of sulphur (optional)

Tools

Round-nose pliers

Wire cutters

Tube cutter

Metal file

Tube bender (optional)

Tip

For a perfect curve, bend the cop-

per tubing more than you think you

need to.

FINISHED SIZE 81⁄2"
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W I R E W O R K I N G

To start a spiral, make a small loop at the end
of a wire with round-nose pliers. Enlarge the
piece by holding on to the spiral with chain-
nose pliers and pushing the wire over the 
previous coil with your thumb.
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