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Dragonfly Pin
by Michelle Mach

Beadwork Challenge Project, Aug/Sept 2007

 FiniSheD Size:
� 7/8”

 MAteriAlS:
� 4mm copper-coated bead
3 4mm faceted yellow/green beads
3 4mm olivine AB crystals
77 size �� metallic green seed beads
4 �7 x 4 mm dagger beads
5 ½” gunmetal chain
� 7/8” round vellum tag (see tip)
� ¾” round metal tag (see tip)
¾” 2mm navy wire mesh ribbon
� ¼” 2mm light blue wire mesh ribbon
� ¼” brown moleskin fabric
¾” 26-gauge wire
� ½” pin back
Light blue metal acrylic paint
6” brown embroidery thread

When I looked at these tiny beads in shades of olive green and brown, I knew I 
wanted to create a nature-themed piece.  My first thought was a flower pin, but 
when I strung a few beads on a headpin I was reminded of an insect’s body.  After 
some experimentation, I decided to use thread, rather than the wire, to make the 
dragonfly more flexible. 

http://www.interweave.com/go/bdbw
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MiChelle MACh is the editor of Beading Daily. She 
loves the look and texture of mixed media jewelry.

 toolS: 
Size �2 beading needle
Glue
Round nose pliers
Wire cutters
Sewing pencil
Double sided craft tape. (We used: Provo Craft’s 
Terrifically Tacky Tape™)

 teChniqueS
Stringing, wirework, bead embroidery, gluing

Step 1: Paint the metal tag and let dry.

Step 2: Outline the middle of the tag on the fabric.  
Stretch out the light blue wire mesh ribbon so that it 
covers the area on the square and stitch to the fabric.  
Repeat with the navy wire mesh ribbon, covering only 
part of the fabric.

Step 3: Attach the fabric to the back of the metal tag 
with tacky tape.

Step 4:  Sew the beads of the dragonfly body onto the 
fabric, starting at one corner.  Begin with a seed bead.  
Sew � crystal and � faceted bead.   Repeat twice.  Sew 
a seed bead and a copper bead.  Using the couching 
technique, sew in between each bead.

Step 5: Bend the wire in half.  Using round-nose pliers, 
make one twist on each side.  Push the middle of the 
wire into the top of the copper bead.

Step 6: Sew 2 dagger beads on either side of the 
dragonfly body.

Step 7: Glue 66 seed beads around the inner border of 
the metal tag.  Glue the chain around the seed bead 
border.

Step 8:  Glue the pin back to the middle of the vellum tag.  
Glue the vellum tag to the metal disk.  R

RESOURCES: 
Check your local bead shop, or visit www.ladybugbeads.net 
for the beads and chain used in this project.  
Wire mesh ribbon: Alacarte Clasps, (800) 977-2825,  
www.alacarteclasps.com. Other materials: JoAnn Fabrics, 
www.joann.com. Special thanks to Susan Rabbit of Lady 
Bug Beads at for supplying the beads for this project.  
(www.ladybugbeads.net)

tiP:  
Both tags may be found in scrapbooking stores. The 
metal scrapbooking tag has two holes in it, which I 
hid with the chain.  You may prefer to leave the holes 
available for dangles or a necklace.  If so, be sure to 
punch out the holes on the vellum tag before gluing 
it to the metal tag.

Couching—Single Needle
�.  Bring the needle up through the fabric, string on all beads for the row, 

lay them in place and take the needle back into the fabric, leaving a 
slight amount of slack thread showing.

2. Work your way back down the row, bringing the needle up every 2 
beads. Take a catch stitch over the thread and back down into the 
fabric just where you came up. Do not go through the beads.

The extra slack in the thread is to accommodate the catch stitches between the beads. Guessing how much slack to 
leave takes practice. And it can be a bit tricky spacing the beads out along the thread as you couch, but with practice, 
this can become a useful stitch in your repertoire.


