
publishers of Step by Step Wire Jewelry magazine . . . join the online beading community at www.BeadingDaily.com 

These down-to-earth earrings have a wonderful
surprise ... they dance!  As you stand still, the
earrings line up in a stack of spirals. When you
move, the spirals dance around!  Simple to create
and best of all–the longest piece of wire you'll
use is only 2".  These earrings are a great project
for all the scrap wire that is lying around your
beading surface.

by Heather Trundle
Simple triple spirals give a dainty touch to your ears.

Dancing Spirals

MATERIALS: 
20-gauge square soft sterling wire, 9" 

TOOLS:
Flat nose pliers
Round nose pliers
Chain nose pliers
Flush cutters
Ruler
Pin vise
Ultra-fine marker
Pair of sterling earwires
Polishing cloth

Resource: Pin vises can be
found at www.findingking.com

TECHNIQUES:
Wirework, coiling, twisting.
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Step 1: Take the 9" piece of wire, and run it through a
polishing cloth to straighten and clean. Cut the
wire into the following lengths: two pieces at
1", two pieces at 1.5", and two pieces at 2". 

Step 2:  Decide if you want to twist any of the wires for
the spirals.  For this tutorial, the middle spirals
(1.5") will be twisted.  To twist the wire, insert
1/8" of the wire into the tip of the pin vise,
and tighten down so the wire will not slip out.

Step 3: With chain nose pliers, grab the tip of the wire
with the tip of the pliers, and put some
tension between the pin vise and pliers.  

Step 4: Twist the pin vise while holding the chain nose
pliers still.  Twist until you have achieved the
desired tightness.  Repeat on the other piece of
1.5" wire.  

Step 5: With each piece of wire, create small simple
loops by grabbing the tips of the wire with the
tips of the round nose pliers.  

Step 6: Take the smallest length of wire (1" piece),
grab the wire just beneath the loop with chain
nose pliers, and bend the length of wire 90º at
that point.  
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Step 7: With the tips of the round nose pliers, grab the
tip of the wire, and create a small loop. With
flat nose pliers, close the loop as much as you
can. 

Step 8: With flat nose pliers, start rolling
the wire until you reach the 90º
bend creating a spiral. This will
create the top spiral for the
earrings. Repeat Steps 6-8 for the
other 1” piece of wire.

Step 9: Take a medium length wire (1.5" twisted
piece), and place it in front of one of the first
spirals that you made, matching up the loops.
At the point where the medium length wire
extends past the spiral, mark that spot with the
ultra-fine marker.  

Step 10: At the mark, use flat nose pliers to create a
90º bend. Create a spiral, until you reach the
bend.  Repeat Steps 9-10 for the other 1.5"
twisted piece.

Step 11: Using the medium
spiral you have
just created, take
the longest
length of wire
(2"), and match
up the loops. At
the point where
the longest
length of wire
extends past the
spiral, mark the
spot with the ultra-fine marker.

Step 12: At the mark, use flat nose
pliers to create a 90º
bend. Create a spiral,
until you reach the
bend. Repeat Steps 11-
12 for the other 2"
piece.
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Step 13: Open one of the
earwires, and thread
on the longest spiral,
the medium spiral,
and the smallest
spiral. Close the
earwire. Check to
ensure which way the
spirals are oriented,
and orient them all in
the same direction for each earring. Repeat for
the other earring, ensuring that the spirals are
oriented in the opposite direction. 

HEATHER TRUNDLE 
has always been creative,
but focusing mainly on
threadwork and yarns,
until discovering wire in
2001. During the day, she
is the senior R&D chemist
for a paint company.
During the evening, she is
a wire jewelry artist.  Not
only does she love
creating her jewelry, but
has enjoyed teaching her art to others in the
Atlanta area since 2005.  Heather can be contacted
through her Web site www.moonlightwrapture.com.

Dancing Spirals

Copyright Interweave.  Not to be reprinted. All rights reserved.

page 4

Step 13

http://www.interweave.com/go/bdsw

