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My favorite thing about this sculptural technique is
that you can always add more branches to your
necklace. You can move the pieces around after you
have assembled the necklace to add dimension and
life to it. Although over working your wire can
cause problems, you can easily adjust where you'd
like your beads to go. 

by Karey Grant
Chunky coral beads playfully dangle from fine wire.

Twisted Branches Necklace

MATERIALS: 
26-gauge dead soft sterling wire, 10' 
22-gauge dead soft sterling wire, 25" (3" per

bead)
1 large oval lobster clasp
1 heavy ring (soldered jump ring)
30 small (4mm) round and/or tiny branches

of dyed bamboo coral 
9 sponge coral rounds and 8-10 barrel beads
3 top drilled bamboo coral branches, at least

1.5" in length 
7 top-drilled shells

TOOLS:
Round nose pliers
Wire cutters
Needle nose or bent nose pliers (optional)

TECHNIQUES:
Wire and beads.
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RESOURCES:
Coral beads from Bella Bead, bellabead.com;
shells from Fire Mountain Gems and Beads,
firemountaingems.com.
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Tips:
Be sure to include some large round coral beads
within the branches. These are sponge coral, so they
are lightweight compared to the bamboo coral used
for the main structural pieces in this design. 

To create your branch pattern, continue up with the
wire and secure, then go down. 

You can also attach in new wires on a lower, e.g. at
an end piece as opposed to beginning at the top with
the bamboo coral pieces every time.

Step 1: Cut a 18"-24" piece
of 26g wire and fold
it in half, with the
center around your
round nose pliers.
Pinch the wire
tightly directly
underneath the
bottom jaw. A
medium to larger
loop works best.

Step 2:  Slide the loop
through a ring of a
wire wrapped bead. 

Step 3: Hold the loop you just made securely in the
needle nose pliers while making the first twists
in the wire. Hold the wires out in opposite
directions to allow them to twist together, as
opposed to one wrapping around the other
straight wire. Twist three to four tight twists
using your fingers. 

Step 4: Thread each end,
from opposite sides,
through the hole of
a large top-drilled
piece of branch
coral.

Step 5: Bring both pieces of
wire to one side of
the bead, and twist
them together three
to four times.  Fold
the wire around to
the other bead. 

Step 6: Make another couple of twists, The wire should
be twisted close to the bead.

Step 7: To make your first branch, make a bend in one
of the wires approximately 1/4"-1/2" from your
last twist. Add a small branch coral bead to
hang at the bend. 

Twisted Branches Necklace
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Step 8: Hold this tail of
the wire at the
base, where you
will want your
branch to end.
With your other
hand, grab the
bead at the end
of the branch and
twist. Don't twist
the wire too
much - it could
break. 

Step 9: To create the trunk, again twist both wires
together three to four times. If you forget this
step, the branches will create a snowflake-like
design, rather than alternating branches. 

Step 10: Twist in another branch or two using small
coral beads, alternating from the sides of the
trunk. A good length in is 1/4" -1/2". The
longer the piece, the more likely it will get
caught on something.  

Step 11: Add in top drilled shells, and fold them as you
did with the branches. Be sure that the wire is
pinched and wrapped at the point of the bead. 

Step 12: To add texture, occasionally add small beads
into the trunk section. After making a branch,
slide a bead over one of the wires, up against
the trunk. Twist the trunk past the bead you
just added to secure it in place. 

Step 13: When you get down to the tails of wire, add a
bead to one tail. Fold it back, making sure
that it's long enough since the wire shortens
as you twist it. With the remaining wire, wrap
to secure in the tail where you trimmed off the
excess wire from the last branch. Leave the
remaining tail for now.
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Step 14: Thread a second piece of 18"-24" wire through
the same hole on the original piece of coral.
This wire stabilizes the main bamboo coral
piece. 

Step 15: The new wire will form the top row of
branches. When you get to a point where the
twist reaches one of the beads from the first
row, loop one wire through and twist it into
place, to secure the two rows together. 

Step 16: Twist past this juncture. Make another branch
or two, allowing enough wire at the end to
add in the next segment of bamboo coral. 

Step 17: Continue adding beads and the shells to form a
strong netted bib. 

Step 18: Leave a single wire at the end, long enough to
attach to the other side of the necklace, make
a wire wrapped length. Complete the remaining
length of your necklace by creating and linking
wire wrapped beads using the barrel coral (or
more rounds) and the 22g wire. Create large
loops to allow for easier movement between
the beads and less strain on the wraps.  
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KAREY GRANT
Spurred into jewelry by her love for rocks, Karey got
her introduction to beading in Palo Alto, Calif. She
teaches in various places in California and Colorado,
and is pursuing her second degree in art. 


