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Here is a fun way to look at color. Most knitter’s stash looks 
like our first photo: disorganized and hard to imagine using 
all those colors together. 

Instead of trying to put like colors together (say, all blues 
and greens), look instead at the relative lightness and/or 
darkness of colors, and arrange according to that. 

One could actually imagine using these colors in one 
project, if it were large enough! And, every color 
below is also in the arrangement above—honest!



If you can’t decide where a color goes, try putting it at one 
end. If it sticks out, it doesn’t belong there. The reddish-
orange ball next to the blue is too bright and light. Notice 
that it looks both more orange and brighter on the dark 
colors here than it does in the photo at right.

Try it at the other end. If it sticks out, it doesn’t belong 
there, either. Here the orange-red ball looks dull and is 
too dark for the pale colors around it. The color also looks 
rustier, instead of bright and pure like at left. 

Once it is in the right place, it blends in. We see its true 
color a bit more clearly, medium reddish-orange.  

Once you have arranged colors this way, you can safely 
choose colors from any quadrant of the arrangement and 
they will look good together—even if you don’t think so! 
Look carefully at the photo. Notice that muddy neutrals 
and olive sit happily next to pure bright colors like orange, 
turquoise and fuchsia. 

The rule of thumb is that if you want a color story, use 
colors from the same area of this scale. If you want 
pattern to show, you must have some contrast or the 
colors will blend too much, so pick colors that are about 
half way or more apart. Get too far apart, though, and you 
might as well use black and white as the colors will kill 
each other. 


