
1) Aquilina and Paulino went on the excursion to the Home Textile Tool Museum (HTTM)  
in Orwell, Pennsylvania.  At the museum (see page 2), Pat Hilts demonstrates how to spin on  
a pendulum wheel. 2) Sitting next to Aquilina and observing her weave for a while, you learn 
that passing a weft yarn through the shed once takes about five minutes because the threads 
are so closely packed together—and this in the hands of a highly skilled weaver. These textiles 
are made to endure a lifetime (or perhaps several) of constant use. 3) Aquilina brought sever-
al skeins of her handspun alpaca yarn to dye at the HTTM. 4) Nilda, Paulino, and Aquilina sold 
textiles made by the spinners, weavers, knitters, and natural dyers of the CTTC at the SOAR 
market. Each textile was labeled with the fiber content, year completed, and the name and 
photo of the maker.  5) Aquilina and Paulino took Maggie Casey’s class, Spinning Big and  
Lofty Yarns, and learned how to spin on a wheel. 6) In the lobby of the Pocono Manor, Abby 
Franquemont and Aquilina Castro demonstrate spinning on top- and bottom-whorl spindles. 
7) Nilda taught a three-day workshop on Andean spinning where the students worked 
on achieving spinning skills equivalent to the skills of five-, six-, and seven-year-old 
Andean children.

We’re just back from our twenty- 
sixth Spin.Off Autumn Retreat 

(SOAR)—this year it was held at Poc-
ono Manor in the Poconos of Pennsyl-
vania. About 275 spinners converged 
on this peaceful setting nestled among 
tree-covered hills just as the autumn 
colors were hitting their peak. We filled 
the Manor with our spinning wheels 
and fluff, chatting on the many soft 
 sofas in the lobby and taking over all 
the meeting rooms with happy chatter 
about the differences between bottom- 
and top-whorl spindles, how to reel 
silk, what’s the best climate for growing 
cotton, why a rigid-heddle loom makes 
a great tapestry frame, and how a new 
wheel should be “baptized.”

This year’s SOAR was graced by the 
presence of three Andean spinners—
Nilda Callañaupa Alvarez (founder of 
the Centro de Textiles Tradicionales 
del Cusco [CTTC] and author of Weav-
ing in the Peruvian Highlands [CTTC, 
2007]), Nilda’s husband, Paulino Huar-
hua, and Aquilina Castro, known as the 
fastest spindle spinner in the Andes and 
renowned for her singing of tradition-
al Andean songs. Though there were 
language barriers, they proved sur-
mountable in the face of spinners from 
different traditions who wanted to share 
their craft with each other.

Amy Clarke Moore is the editor of Spin.Off. This 
was her twelfth SOAR. 
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Next year’s SOAR will be held at 
Sunriver Resort in Bend, Oregon— 
October 25–November 1, 2009. Visit 
www.interweave.com/spin/events/soar 
/default.asp.

Learn more about the CTTC at  
www.textilescusco.org.
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