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Let’s see your true colors! 
The Spring 2010 issue will 
showcase handpainted yarns. 
Dipped, sprinkled, or painted, 
natural dyes or synthetic—if 
you spun and dyed it, we want 

to see it. The deadline to submit is November 15, 
2009. Please send a minimum five-yard length of 
handspun, hand-dyed yarn labeled with your name, 
mailing address, phone number, e-mail address, and 
fiber content. Mail your comments and your yarn to 
Spin.Off  Your Yarn, 201 E. Fourth St., Loveland, CO 
80537. Call or e-mail us with questions at (970) 613-
4682 or spinoff@interweave.com. The yarn won’t be 
returned, but it will be used to raise money for a wor-
thy charity. Please contact us at the above address if 
you’d like to volunteer to make a charity item using 
the yarns from previous Your Yarn entries. 

Next 
Challenge

Natural Fiber 
from Scratch 

Yarns

Nancy Mudloff of Belvidere, Illinois
Corriedale, 2-ply, 23 wpi, 5 bpi, 1,375 ypp
“This was a very long Corriedale fleece with the locks neatly stacked in a paper bag at The Clearing’s 
booth at Maryland Sheep and Wool Festival. I used Ivory liquid, and since it was quite greasy, I washed 
it twice and then put some vinegar in the rinse. I flicked the locks, still keeping them intact, and spun 
them one after another on my old Louet wheel.”

Elizabeth Bates of San Pablo, California
1-ply medium gray Corriedale/1-ply dark brown Corriedale/1-ply light gray Jacob, 3-ply, 15 wpi, 14 bpi, 
1,025 ypp
“These animals lived rough, and my only hope of getting all the vegetable matter out (nearly) was to 
draft it out as thin as I could.”

Peggy Kelly of Birch Tree, Missouri
Jacob, 2-ply, 16 wpi, 5 bpi, 1,150 ypp
“This yarn was spun from our yearling ram ‘Threepines Radar.’ I washed, carded, and spun, blending 
the black and white fibers for a beautiful gray.”

Lou Dobie of Quesnel, British Columbia, Canada
Romney, 2-ply, 7 wpi, 4 bpi, 225 ypp
“I have a small flock of miniature Romneys. They are born black and slowly go gray. This is a five-year 
fleece from a sheep I named Reba. I dyed it with goldenrod using alum as a mordant.”

Wool you processed yourself, cotton you prepared from the boll, 
silk reeled from cocoons, etc. No manufactured or synthetic fibers 

here—these yarns are as natural and pure as they come! All yarn 
must also be natural colored or dyed with natural materials. 

Shown here are the yarns we received. Yarns are shown at 100%.  
Details show the yarns magnified at 290%.
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R. Ellen McKean of Alameda, Georgia
Shetland, 2-ply, 16 wpi, 8 bpi, 1,400 ypp
“One ply of this yarn is natural moorit and the other was dyed with madder from my front-yard dye  
garden. The handcarded locks were spun on my Lendrum fast flyer.”

Susan Sullivan Maynard of Brisbane, California
Organic Merino, 3-ply, 14 wpi, 11 bpi, 900 ypp
“Several of us volunteered to help skirt fleeces during Sally Fox’s shearing day in April. Summer heat is 
almost sufficient to grow cotton, and Sally has several acres of experimental plants. She also has eighty 
sheep—most are Merinos bred to match her colored cottons—and she uses compassionate and organ-
ic methods.”

Sarah Bolton of Seattle, Washington
Wool, singles, 35 wpi, 1,425 ypp
“I am eleven years old and have been spinning since August. I spun this on my Ashford Traveler.”

Gerry Scarfe of Elkton, Maryland
Angora, 2-ply, 18 wpi, 5 bpi, 1,125 ypp
“My yarn is from my English Angora bunny Cocoa. She loves people and attention. She will sit on my lap 
while I treadle my Country Craftsman wheel and spin directly from her.”

Ramona Gault of Seattle, Washington
Wensleydale, singles, 12 wpi, 625 ypp
“Sheared from Opal, a Wensleydale ewe lamb at Black Pines Sheep Farm in Eaton, Colorado. I processed 
the entire fleece: scoured the locks, carded them into rolags, and spun them on an Ashford top-whorl 
handspindle. Quite an experience for a novice!”

Cherly Magyar of Opusztaszer, Hungary
75% black Racka/25% white Racka, singles, 8 wpi, 225 ypp

Margaret Holsinger of Harrisburg, Pennsylvania
Angora, 2-ply, 19 wpi, 6 bpi, 1,850 ypp
“This yarn is spun from fiber from my first Angora rabbit, an English Angora named Ruffian.”

Therese Lewandowski of Homer,  Alaska
Dog hair, 2-ply, 18 wpi, 6 bpi, 1,225 ypp
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Marjory Day of Poplar Grove, Illinois
Corriedale, 2-ply, 13 wpi, 5 bpi, 650 ypp

Susan Rubendall of Rockford, Illinois
Corriedale, 4-ply, 12 wpi, 16 bpi, 850 ypp

Sherry Jackson of Sun Valley, California
Alpaca/wool, 2-ply, 20 wpi, 8 bpi, 1,025 ypp

Roberta Brubaker of Norwalk, California
Shetland, 2-ply, 11 wpi, 4 bpi, 575 ypp
“Shorn, then washed with Orvus and combed worsted with Viking combs.”

Sherry Acton-Snowden of San Fernando, California
Shetland, 2-ply, 11 wpi, 6 bpi, 600 ypp

Patricia Wood of Sun Valley, California
Alpaca/wool, 2-ply, 12 wpi, 525 ypp

Alexandra Weikert of Taufkirchen, Germany
Wallis Country Sheep lamb’s wool, 2-ply, 12 wpi, 7 bpi, 625 ypp

Ella Elman of Bellvue, Washington
50% Romney/50% alpaca, 2-ply, 5 wpi, 6 bpi, 150 ypp
“This yarn was hand processed from fleece obtained from local farms—Romney sheep from The 
Pines Farm in Maple Valley, Washington, and alpaca from Plateau Alpacas in Enumclaw, Washington.  
The Romney was first put through a wool picker and then handcarded with the alpaca on a Strauch 
Petite drumcarder. This yarn is spun bulky for felted slippers.”
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Amy Klimt of Los Gatos, California
CVM, 3-ply, 21 wpi, 22 bpi, 1,250 ypp
“I combed CVM locks using Valkyrie 2-pitch minicombs. The rest of this yarn will become my first 
handspun sweater!”

Selah Barling of Seattle, Washington
Angora/Merino, 2-ply, 12 wpi, 9 bpi, 725 ypp
“This yarn is made of naturally black Merino—processed by me but purchased at the Black Sheep 
Gathering. The white is from my rabbit Dot, many years passed. The yarn was dyed with henna—a 
1-minute exposure with lime juice mordant. I have no idea what color it will be by the time you get it 
as henna darkens in the first few days, and angora supposedly doesn’t dye well. My hope is that this 
yarn will be black, white, and red.”

Pauline Miles of Waterlooville, Hampshire, United Kingdom
Wensleydale/Merino cross, 2-ply, 22 wpi, 8 bpi, 650 ypp

Dave Bell of Knox, Pennsylvania
Tunis/Romney cross, 3-ply, 11 wpi, 7 bpi, 475 ypp

Laura Miller of Seattle, Washington
Mohair, 3-ply, 15 wpi, 15 bpi, 1,600 ypp
“I dyed this yarn with coffee and turmeric and left one strand natural. I wanted to see what colors I 
could get with household dyes. These dyes worked much nicer than the blueberries and hibiscus or 
the beets, whose particles wouldn’t wash from the wool.”

Lisa Loftis of Cordova, Tennessee
Merino/Tencel, 2-ply, 18 wpi, 10 bpi, 1,250 ypp
“My yarn began as raw alpaca locks given to me by my spinning guild. I combed it with cat brushes 
and aligned the fiber by hand as I am a new spinner without much equipment. It is the second time 
I’ve spun alpaca, and this fiber is my first attempt at raw fiber processing. It was spun on my Ashford 
Traditional. I have been handspinning and spindling since November of 2008.”

Ileana Grams-Moog of Asheville, North Carolina
Border Leicester/golden retriever, 2-ply, 16 wpi, 8 bpi, 900 ypp
“With the illness and death of my husband in 2005, I stopped spinning and only began again a few 
weeks ago. This is one of my first new efforts. I had lent a friend a wheel so he could take a class at the 
John C. Campbell Folk School on spinning dog hair. When he returned the wheel, he gave me a hand-
carding lesson, which finally got the technique into my muscles after years of frustrated tries and giving 
up. This is my first handcarded skein, my first blended spinning, and my first spinning with dog hair.”
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Lynn Moody of San Miguel, California
Navajo-Churro, 3-ply, 12 wpi, 6 bpi, 475 ypp

Judy Gilchrist of Naples, Florida
Cotton, 2-ply, 22 wpi, 12 bpi, 1,525 ypp
“This yarn is made from cotton that I grew in our tiny condo garden. My two types of bolls have the 
‘cling’ seeds. To spin them, I removed the seeds by hand and then briefly carded them. I spun them on 
a tahkli from India and plied them on a lightweight top-whorl spindle. The green is much softer and 
smoother and spins much easier than the brown. The lighter-colored singles I only washed. The dark-
er one I simmered in a little water with two drops of Dawn detergent for 30 minutes. I think the 
change in color when cooked is magic.”

Patricia Self of Bethany, Oklahoma
Cotton, 2-ply, 16 wpi, 14 bpi, 1,025 ypp
“This yarn is spun from brown cotton grown in my flower bed. It was carded on old cotton cards, 
then spun on my traditional Ashford wheel, plied, then boiled in water with about 2 teaspoons baking 
soda for about 30 minutes. This was the first time I have spun my brown cotton and then boiled it. I 
was very surprised to see how much color came out in the water. It looked like strong tea, but the 
color of the cotton darkened beautifully.”

Marilyn Shea of Calgary, Alberta, Canada
Polwarth, 3-ply, 15 wpi, 12 bpi, 800 ypp

Susan Proctor of Vale, North Carolina
Montadale, 2-ply, 7 wpi, 5 bpi, 300 ypp
“This yarn is made from the neck wool of my Montadale flock ram, PJ. Most people consider the breed 
just a white-faced meat breed, but they were actually bred as a dual-purpose sheep. The breed produc-
es both white and colored sheep. This is a very variegated yarn. When the blanket was pulled off PJ for 
shearing this year, my son remarked that the ram looked like he had purple highlights over his fleece.”

Catherine Challenger of Powell River, British Columbia, Canada
Romney, 2-ply, 13 wpi, 8 bpi, 3,580 ypp

Nancy Schwinn of Akron, Ohio
Alpaca, 2-ply, 13 wpi, 6 bpi, 575 ypp
“This natural-colored alpaca was purchased at local farms during the shearing season. I washed, 
handcarded, spun, and plied it on my Babe wheel.”
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Ellen Hall of Fultondale, Alabama
Dog hair, 2-ply, 23 wpi, 10 bpi, 2,325 ypp
“Over twenty years ago, I started spinning because I wanted yarn from my three chow/shepard dogs. 
Last August a puppy showed up, and now I’ve come full circle. This yarn is from Juniper Bean’s first 
shedding cycle. I harvested the fiber by brushing, lightly carded it on cotton cards, spun and plied the 
yarn, then washed it.”

Erda Kappeler of Ukiah, California
Cotton, 2-ply, 15 wpi, 9 bpi, 925 ypp

Beatrice Bolesworth of San Leandro, California
Rambouillet, 2-ply, 10 wpi, 7 bpi, 750 ypp

Mary Lessman of Cordova, Tennessee
Cotton, 2-ply, 29 wpi, 8 bpi, 3,800 ypp
“This cotton was hand-ginned, carded on cotton cards, and made into punis. The punis were spun on 
a Bosworth book charkha. I simmered the skein for 30 minutes with a pinch of baking soda in the 
water.”

Angela Crist of Cotopaxi, Colorado
47% alpaca/24% llama/19% guanaco cross/10% camel, 2-ply, 12 wpi, 7 bpi, 600 ypp
“2009! What a great year for us natural-fiber enthusiasts. This yarn, ‘Family Reunion,’ is made from my 
llama and guanaco cross and my friends’ camel and alpaca. Fun project!”

Phyllis MacCameron of Clarence, New York
Jacob, 3-ply, 11 wpi, 8 bpi, 500 ypp

Therese Calhoun of Newhall, California
Shetland, 2-ply, 25 wpi, 9 bpi, 1,775 ypp

Nancy Wilson of Camp Verde, Arizona
Alpaca, 2-ply, 15 wpi, 7 bpi, 650 ypp
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Mary Stamos of Chippewa Falls, Wisconsin
Shetland/angora, 2-ply, 12 wpi, 5 bpi, 750 ypp
“I love how the angora made the Shetland so rich and soft. This was spun on my Louet S75.”

Georgia Van Zyle of Seabrook, South Carolina
mohair/Corriedale, 3-ply, 10 wpi, 7 bpi, 575 ypp

Kelly Saul of Bathgate, North Dakota
Rambouillet, 3-ply, 8 wpi, 8 bpi, 750 ypp
“This yarn was spun from a blue-gray Rambouillet ewe graded by my dear friend Diane Looney, who 
has been a wonderful mentor to me on all things wool, and then some.”

Catherine Elledge of Manteo, North Carolina
Suri alpaca, 2-ply, 14 wpi, 9 bpi, 750 ypp
“This alpaca fiber was washed and handcarded into rolags for woolen spinning. I spun the yarn using 
the long draw.”

Char Lynum of Eau Claire, Wisconsin
50% Merino/50%Wensleydale, 2-ply, 12 wpi, 5 bpi, 900 ypp

Laurel Hayama of Honolulu, Hawaii
Cotton, cabled, 18 wpi, 1,300 ypp
“The natural color of the cotton is so rich I don’t need to dye them. I blend them together to get a 
variety of color. I used to use a tahkli to spin, but it was too slow. I use a lace flyer on my Ashford.”

Barbara Kinney of Edmond, Oklahoma
Bond wool, 2-ply, 22 wpi, 11 bpi, 1,625 ypp
“This yarn is being spun for a shawl. I laced the yarn on the hooks to slow the pull when I started 
spinning the singles. I used a dog comb and then spun from the lock using the worsted method with a 
forward draft.”

Edna Smith of Lethbridge, Alberta, Canada
Qiviut, 2-ply, 11 wpi, 6 bpi, 1,075 ypp
“This yarn is spun from discarded qiviut rescued from the local landfill: no prep, guard hair removed, 
and spun on my spindle. The singles were then plied on the wheel. This yarn will be used for mittens 
or slipper liners.”
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Dawn Ziegenfus Knepp of Mohrsville, Pennsylvania
Silk, 3-ply, 25 wpi, 13 bpi, 3,100 ypp
“I processed and spun this sample from cocoons—from silkworms I raised last summer. It’s bombyx 
mori silk, spun with a drop spindle.”

Judith Philips of Bonny Doon, California
66% Corriedale/33% alpaca, cabled, 19 wpi, 1,700 ypp
“While at the Black Sheep Gathering, I purchased 2 ounces of alpaca fiber in a cream color from 
Suzanne Campbell of Alpacas of Oregon. Wanting to stretch the small amount of alpaca, I blended it 
with brown Corriedale in a 1⁄3 alpaca, 2⁄3 Corriedale mix on my drumcarder. It spun like a dream, with 
a short forward draw. The resulting 4-ply cable has a nice sheen and drapes well. I couldn’t be more 
pleased with this yarn!”

Chellie Buzzeo of Scottsdale, Arizona
Targhee/Rambouillet, 3-ply, 16 wpi, 16 bpi, 975 ypp
“This is Targhee and Rambouillet wool that I sheared at Sheep Shearing School in Bozeman, Montana, 
in March 2009. It was an incredible experience. I have a new appreciation for the work that goes into 
processing wool, and I am really happy I have a desk job!”

Louise Young of Tioga, Pennsylvania
Gulf Coast Sheep, 2-ply, 13 wpi, 5 bpi, 1,000 ypp
“I bought this fleece off eBay because of the color but was a little disappointed by the texture. I man-
aged this one length of fine yarn but then switched to a heavier spindle to spin a coarser 2-ply.”

Linda Condon of Palmer, Alaska
Yak, 2-ply, 12 wpi, 5 bpi, 625 ypp
“This yarn is yak—a 2-ply spun on my handspindle. I kept the guard hairs in the fiber. My husband did 
some aircraft maintenance for a man who is a guide here in Alaska. He uses yaks as pack animals. 
When my husband told him that I was a handspinner, he sent a fleece home to me! It’s made a nice 
knitted and felted hat so far.”

Susanne Kalejaiye of Jyväskylä, Finland
Finnsheep, 2-ply, 11 wpi, 6 bpi, 1,000 ypp
“Irja Kankanpaa of Petäjävesi, Finland, gifted several sheep shearings to me. This is Whitie. I washed the 
fleece in hot water with dish detergent (two washes, two rinses) and set it to dry. I opened the locks 
with a dog brush ‘flicker’ and carded it fully on my Ashford drumcarder. I set the flicker waste into 
two piles: one for my garden (too much rubbish to pick out, too short or weak) and one to spin 
without any further preparation. I spun one singles from the drumcarded fiber and one from flicker 
waste on my Ashford Traditional single drive, which I also used to ply the singles. I love the loft, sheen, 
and warmth of this wool. This yarn is destined for a sweater.”
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Cindy Moore of Hudson, Florida
Cotton, 2-ply, 15 wpi, 4 bpi, 1,050 ypp
“This yarn is 100% cotton I grew myself. The seeds I bought were brown cotton and even had brown 
fuzz on them. The cotton bolls were also brown, but the fiber turned green when I boiled it after 
spinning and plying.”

Susan Butler of Jasper, Georgia
Romney, 3-ply, 8 wpi, 5 bpi, 425 ypp
“This yarn was spun at least ten years ago—I don’t remember if the fleece was white or colored. It 
was dyed with daffodil, then overdyed with indigo.”

Janice Hensley of Lancaster, Kentucky
Leicester Longwool, 2-ply, 22 wpi, 5 bpi, 1,280 ypp
“Leicester Longwool from my flock. Blade-shorn with a 6-inch clip. Washed in rain water with plant-
based detergent. Dyed with black walnut hulls and sumac berries. Hand-combed and spun on treadle 
wheel.”

Kristina Peters of Spring Grove, Pennsylvania
Cotton, 2-ply, 16 wpi, 7 bpi, 775 ypp
“This 2-ply skein of cotton was spun on my Lendrum Saxony wheel from fiber I grew myself. A friend 
had given me a few bolls while teaching me to spin from the seed, but what to do with the leftover 
seeds? Plant them! Since I usually only grow one or two plants at a time it will probably be a long 
time until I have enough cotton yarn to make anything, but I enjoy the plant and the spinning!”

Susan Wilcox of Flagstaff, Arizona
Navajo-Churro, 2-ply, 13 wpi, 7 bpi, 575 ypp
“This 2-ply yarn is from a Navajo-Churro sheep owned and handsheared by Vanessa Begay-Lee of 
Churchrock, New Mexico. I scoured and combed it, spun it on a small handmade top-whorl spindle, 
and plied it on a Turkish spindle.”

Troy Berggren Lacey of Kingston Spring, Tennessee
Primitive ewe/llama/Rambouillet, singles, 11 wpi, 500 ypp
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Liz Honig of West Babylon, New York
Romney, 2-ply, 13 wpi, 5 bpi, 550 ypp

Eleanor Adams of Little River, California
Silk, 2-ply, 26 wpi, 8 bpi, 3,000 ypp
“This yarn is spun from homegrown bombyx mori silk—processed after the moths emerged. The 
worms were fed on 100% organic mulberry leaves. The singles were spun on an old Saxony wheel and 
plied on a Turkish spindle.”

Jeannine Glaves of Tulsa, Oklahoma
Cotton, 2-ply, 32 wpi, 13 bpi, 7,200 ypp
“I live in a city. In spite of city ordinances, I found myself in the roles of rancher (silkworms) and farm-
er (four pots of cotton). This Year of Natural Fibres is pushing me to take the next step and make a 
completed project. This is some of my 2008 cotton crop—seeds provided by Phreadde Davis (a 
known fiber pusher).”

Cathy Leffingwell of Eau Claire, Wisconsin
Icelandic lamb, 2-ply, 11 wpi, 5 bpi, 400 ypp
“The lamb’s fleece was purchased from Riverside Farm Icelandics at this year’s Shepherd’s Harvest 
Sheep and Wool Festival. The fleece was washed in hot water with Orvus Paste and rinsed twice. The 
tog, or outer coat, and thel, or inner coat, were separated. The tog was 5 inches long, combed on 
Viking combs and spun on an Emily spindle. The thel (pictured) was 2–2½ inches, handcarded and 
spun on a Jensen wheel. The yarns will become a mitten, the very soft thel yarn for the cuff and inner 
mitten. Stitches will be picked up above the cuff and an outer mitten will be knitted with the stronger 
tog yarn.”

Shirley Lyster of Powell River, British Columbia, Canada
Unknown down wool, 2-ply, 18 wpi, 5 bpi, 800 ypp

Naomi Holthaus of Racine, Wisconsin
Flax, singles, 42 wpi, 3,550 ypp


