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Let’s get blending! The Fall 
2010 issue will showcase colors 
blended by hand. Whether you 
used combs, a hackle, or a 
drumcarder, we want to see it! 
All yarns must consist of fiber 

blended by hand by the person sending them—no 
commercially blended fibers, please. Using commercial 
fibers in your blend is fine, as long as they are mixed 
with other fibers to create a unique final product. The 
deadline to submit is May 15, 2010. Please send a mini-
mum five-yard length of handspun, hand-blended yarn 
labeled with your name, mailing address, phone num-
ber, e-mail address, and fiber content. Mail your com-
ments and your yarn to Spin.Off  Your Yarn, 201 E. 
Fourth St., Loveland, CO 80537. Call or e-mail us with 
questions at (970) 613-4682 or spinoff@interweave.
com. The yarn won’t be returned, but it will be used 
to raise money for a worthy charity. Please contact us 
at the above address if you’d like to volunteer to make 
a charity item using the yarns from previous Your Yarn 
entries. Yarns that don’t appear in the magazine may 
be viewed on our website, spinoffmagazine.com.

Next 
Challenge

y o u r  y a r n

Hand-Dyed 
Yarns

Jennifer Green of Weiser, Idaho
Clun Forest, kid mohair, Rambo, Merino, Teeswater, Wensleydale, Border Leicester, Navajo ply, 12 wpi, 
8 bpi, 525 ypp
“Natural colors included white, taupe, gray, and black. Fibers were sandwich-carded on a drumcarder 
and then spun and Navajo-plied. Yarn was handpainted with Jacquard and Cushing dyes and spun on 
my Majacraft Suzie.”

Susan Inak of Stewartstown, Pennsylvania
Romney cross, 2-ply, 10 wpi, 5 bpi, 475 ypp
“Space-dyed with Cushing acid dyes.”

Lynn Grabowski of Beaver, Ohio
Angora, 2-ply, 12 wpi, 5 bpi, 700 ypp
“Hand-dyed with generic drink mix—strawberry and orange. The rabbit is a French Angora named 
Princess.”

Nancy Slye of Broadway, Virginia
Wool/mohair, 2-ply, 7 wpi, 4 bpi, 225 ypp
“Hand-raised, dyed, and spun. I dye all my fiber in the grease; it causes the dye to break up in the  
dyepot and gives unusual colors.”

Let’s see your true colors! Dipped, sprinkled, or painted, 
natural dyes or synthetic—if you spun and dyed it,  

we wanted to see it. Yarns are shown at 100%.  
Details show the yarns magnified at 226%.
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Kris Peters of Spring Grove, Pennsylvania
Columbia cross, 2-ply, 13 wpi, 7 bpi, 650 ypp
“This handspun, handpainted yarn was my attempt at a Koigu-style yarn. I used Jacquard dyes in yellow, 
blue, and salmon. While it missed the mark, I do like it!”

Ellen Hall of Fultondale, Alabama
Kid mohair, 2-ply, 22 wpi, 5 bpi, 1,700 ypp
“This yarn is spun from kid-mohair top. I dyed it in the skein by pouring dyes across it in narrow  
stripes and then steaming it. I used the yarn to knit a pair of socks, and I like the look of the short color 
changes.”

Selah Barling of Seattle, Washington
Angora and tussah silk, 2-ply, 18 wpi, 9 bpi, 1,850 ypp
“Angora rabbit and tussah silk, one strand of each—plied, then dyed with Jacquard acid dyes. I was trying 
to go with the colorway from Starry Night by Van Gogh—but ended up with too much russet.”

Shirley Lyster of Powell River, British Columbia, Canada
Ramie, 2-ply, 20 wpi, 11 bpi, 1,000 ypp
“This is a small portion of a batch of sprinkle-dyed ramie fiber, using the primary colors. Ramie seems to 
resist twisting and was a challenge to spin.”

Penelope Cox of Bay St. Louis, Mississippi
Falkland, 2-ply, 25 wpi, 6 bpi, 3,050 ypp
“I used PRO Chemical One Shot Dyes. I mixed my stock solutions of dye and then poured them onto 
presoaked roving. I sprayed the roving with vinegar and then wrapped it in clear wrap and steam-set the 
dye. This skein made me think of sunsets over the Pacific, so I named it 'Dreaming of California Sunsets.’”

Suzanne Jones of Stewartsville, Missouri
Wool, 3-ply, 11 wpi, 12 bpi, 850 ypp
“The wool is from my ewe. The locks were individually dyed, either dipped in Dylon sky blue dye or 
painted with Cushing apricot dye. I opened the tips on Clemes & Clemes child carders and spun on a 
Rick Reeves 19-inch Saxony.”

AnneLena Mattison of Cameron Park, California
70% Merino/20% bamboo/10% nylon, Navajo-ply, 19 wpi, 13 bpi, 2,100 ypp
“This summer I've dabbled in Kool-aid dyeing. I like the safe way to dye since I’m a mother of six, includ-
ing six-year-old triplets, and their safety is important to me. This homespun sock yarn was home-dyed 
with six mixes of Kool-aid. Nylon and bamboo don’t absorb the dye, thus creating a slightly heathered 
yarn. The color was handpainted on the top before it was spun and then Navajo-plied to preserve the 
long print colors.”
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Charlotte Pavelko of Orange Cove, California
Merino, 2-ply, 10 wpi, 7 bpi, 725 ypp
“I used Jacquard blue dye and a microwave on a very hot day. This was a ‘day to dye for’—a group of 
fiber friends get together and dye fiber and then let it dry in the sun.”

Betty Clarkson of Lancaster, Pennsylvania
Corriedale, singles, 25 wpi, 3,050 ypp
“I dyed the presoaked roving in warm water and liquid dish soap overnight. I used Cushing acid dye—
orange, vinegar, and shaving foam. The roving was dyed alongside wool fabric, layered in a casserole 
pan, and baked at 325 degrees for 30 minutes. Wool and roving were permitted to thoroughly cool 
before rinsing in cool water and air drying.”

Judy Gilchrist of Naples, Florida
Targhee, 2-ply, 16 wpi, 6 bpi, 850 ypp
“While living in Massachusetts, I found it fairly easy to find natural dye materials in the backyard or 
surrounding area. When we moved to Florida I did not expect that to happen. However, when I found 
a ‘recipe’ for using Spanish moss I tried it and was surprised with the vivid yellow-mustard color that 
resulted. This sample was dyed with Spanish moss with alum and cream of tarter added to the 
dyebath. It was dyed in the wool, which is the way I generally dye when using natural dyestuffs. My 
reasoning is that if I come up with results that I do not like, I have not wasted time by spinning it 
first.”

Betty Boudreau of Montrose, Missouri
50% Shetland/50% Corriedale, 2-ply, 10 wpi, 4 bpi, 550 ypp
“This was dyed with Country Classics dye in iris, lime, and cornflower in solution in the microwave.”

Katie Sanford of Davis, Oklahoma
Mixed-breed wool, 2-ply, 10 wpi, 6 bpi, 625 ypp

Judy Marie Smith of Seattle, Washington
Romney, Navajo ply, 10 wpi, 10 bpi, 300 ypp
“This was dyed in the wool, then carded, spun, and plied with the beads threaded on and held in place 
by Navajo-plying.”



4 Spin.Off   ■   spinoffmagazine.com ©Copyright Spin.Off® magazine, Interweave Press LLC. Not to be reprinted. All rights reserved.

Linda Scharf of Needham, Massachusetts
Cormo/mohair, silk waste, 2-ply, 7 wpi, 4 bpi, 475 ypp
“This yarn was dyed with rhododendron leaves and no mordant. It was spindle spun with the idea of 
capturing the Japanese boro aesthetic of looking old and tattered due to graceful aging.”

Caroline Brock of Twin Falls, Idaho
Border Leicester, 2-ply, 11 wpi, 9 bpi, 510 ypp
“I dip-dyed a white fleece using a mix of Gaywool Dyes’ blue denim and honeycomb. I think the varia-
tion in the crimp produced a nice color variant. The resulting effect of the spun yarn was a seaweed 
color. I’m not sure I could repeat this recipe since I did not write down exact measurements—it’s 
totally unique.”

Kat Crippen of Spring Lake Heights, New Jersey
Romney, 2-ply, 12 wpi, 7 bpi, 900 ypp
“After cruising around the Internet and seeing wondrous examples of wool dyed with food colorings, 
I set out to experiment with Wilton icing colors. I wind a ball of roving onto a niddy-noddy, then soak 
it in hot water with a little vinegar. I use an old graniteware canning pot on the stove for dyeing. When 
the dyebath is ready, I drop about half to two-thirds of the skein into the bath and lay the remaining 
section on a tin tray. Using plastic restaurant-supply squeeze bottles, I mix up two or three contrast-
ing colors to the primary dye and apply these colors in sections to the remaining wool. The multicol-
ored section is then placed in a ziplock bag and balanced on the rim of the pot to steam.”

Peggy Kelly of Birch Tree, Missouri
Jacob, 2-ply, 13 wpi, 7 bpi, 1,150 ypp
“This past August, guild members received an e-mail from a fellow guild member inviting us to a 
Dyer’s Knotweed workshop. We harvested the knotweed from her vegetable garden, and the end 
product is a beautiful indigo. The complete recipe is in A Weaver's Garden by Rita Buchanan.”

Peggy Sanford of Davis, Oklahoma
Moorit/Leicester, 3-ply, 16 wpi, 10 bpi, 1,000 ypp

Margaret Holsinger of Harrisburg, Pennsylvania
Merino, silk, 2-ply, 26 wpi, 8 bpi, 4,200 ypp
“This drumcarded batt of Merino and silk was dyed with homegrown Japanese indigo.”

Mary Stamos of Chippewa Falls, Wisconsin
Bluefaced Leicester, 2-ply, 10 wpi, 8 bpi, 560 ypp
“This was dyed with Kool-aid in Berry Blue, Blastin’ Berry Cherry, and Pink Lemonade and spun on a 
Louet S75. My students named this yarn Berry Explosion.”


