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New weavers are often puzzled by
the numbers that identify yarns:
10/2, for example, or 4,200 yd/lb.

These numbers are very useful, especially
when you want to weave a project that
call for lots of yarns. You may not want to
buy a whole cone to get just a small
amount. Instead, you can substitute a yarn
you already have, or a less expensive yarn,
or a yarn you can purchase in small quan-
tities. Here’s what you need to know.

In the number 10/2, the 10 indicates
the weight of the yarn; the 2 indicates the
number of single strands plied together.
In 10/2, two strands, each with a weight
of 10, are plied together. (To learn where
the 10 comes from, read Christina

Hammel, page 78. I didn’t know this for
most of my weaving life.) What you do
need to know is that the higher the num-
ber, the finer the yarn. A 20/2 yarn (two
20-weight strands plied together) is twice
as fine as 10/2, 5/2 twice as thick. 

The weight number varies for different
fibers. 10/2 linen is heavier than 10/2 cot-
ton, for example. You can tell this by the
yards per pound. There are 4,200 yards in
each pound of 10/2 cotton, 1,500 for 10/2
linen, 2,800 for 10/2 wool. You don’t have
to memorize these numbers, they are
included in project directions and written
in yarn guides and on yarn labels. You only
need to know how to use them.

Most yarns are sett at the same density
for the same degree of thickness. If 10/2
cotton is sett at 24 ends per inch for plain
weave, so is 30/2 linen (4,500 yd/lb). Check
the yards per pound of the yarns on your
shelves (for unmarked yarns, use a yarn bal-
ance; see pages 78–79) to substitute for
yarns of similar thicknesses. It’s trickier to
do this with wool because degree of loft
varies. Choosing a finer wool is safest—
wool fulls with washing, filling spaces.

You can mix fibers of different shrink-
age rates (silk, cotton, linen, rayon,
Tencel) if all of them are distributed reg-
ularly throughout the warp and weft. 

—Madelyn


