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Wireworking
To form a simple loop, use flat-nose pliers 
to make a 90° bend at least 1⁄2" from the 
end of the wire. Use round-nose pliers 
to grasp the wire after the bend; roll the 
pliers toward the bend, but not past it, 

to preserve the 90° bend. Use your thumb to 
continue the wrap around the nose of the pliers. 
Trim the wire next to the bend. Open a simple 
loop by grasping each side of its opening with 
a pair of pliers. Don’t pull apart. Instead, twist 
in opposite directions so that you can open and 
close without distorting the shape.

To form a wrapped loop, begin with a 90° bend 
at least 2" from the end of the wire. Use round-
nose pliers to form a simple loop with a tail 
overlapping the bend. Wrap the tail tightly down 
the neck of the wire to create a couple of coils. 
Trim the excess wire to finish. Make a thicker, 
heavier-looking wrapped loop by wrapping the 
wire back up over the coils, toward the loop, and 
trimming at the loop.
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Materials
1 pair of sterling silver 22mm French 

ear wires
8" of sterling silver 20-gauge dead-

soft or half-hard wire

Tools
Wire cutters
Round-nose pliers
Chain-nose pliers
Chasing hammer
Bench block

Finished size: 2 1⁄2"

1: Cut the 20-gauge wire in half. Place the wires on the bench 
block and hammer them with the flat end of the hammer until 
they are nearly flat, then texture them with the ball end of the 
hammer.

2:  Grip one end of 1  wire with the widest end of the 
nose of the round-nose pliers, then coil the wire up to 
the point of the nose to form a cone, leaving a 1 1⁄4" tail. 
Use chain-nose pliers to bend the wire straight up at the 
top of the cone, then form a simple loop at the end of 
the wire. Attach the simple loop to one ear wire by opening and 
closing the loop as you would a jump ring. Repeat entire step for 
the other earring.

3: Patinate the earrings with liver of sulfur if desired.  •
RESOURCES: Check your local bead shop. Ear wires and wire: Fire Mountain 
Gems and Beads. 

Whimsical WHisks DENISE PECK 
The idea for these easy earrings came from a wire bowl Denise purchased at IKEA. Oxidized silver makes them quite striking, 
but they’d look great in colored wire, too.
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How to:

[ tips ]
WORKING WITH 
LIVER OF SULFUR

 fo revil gnisu nehw snoituacerp gniwollof eht ekaT  •

sulfur: keep it away from acids, wear gloves to avoid 

contact with the skin, and work in a well-ventilated 

area since the fumes are toxic.

•  Store both liquid and chunk forms of liver of sulfur 

in tightly sealed light- and air-proof containers.

OXIDIZING 

To create the appearance of texture 
by patinating metal (usually fine or 
sterling silver) with liver of sulfur in 
either liquid or chunk form, follow 
these instructions adapted from Kate 
McKinnon’s Hot Wire article in 
Beadwork magazine (June/July 2006). 

Clean your metal piece with soap and 
warm water if it is dirty or oily.

Find four glass, stainless steel, or 
ceramic bowls. Fill the first with enough 
liver of sulfur solution to cover the piece 
of metal: Liver of sulfur in liquid form 
is ready to use, but can be diluted; dis-
solve the chunk form in water following 
the manufacturer’s instructions. Fill a 
second bowl with very hot water (which 
speeds up the patination process) and a 
third with cold water (which slows down 
the process). Fill the fourth bowl with cold 
water mixed with about a tablespoon of 
baking soda (which acts as a neutralizing 
agent). 

Use stainless steel tweezers or plastic or 
wood tongs to dip the metal into the liver 
of sulfur solution. Rinse in the hot or cold 
water. Continue to dip and rinse often to 
gradually build a patina. 

Lightly sand or brush the piece with a 
brass or wire brush, sandpaper, very fine 
steel wool, or other abrasive between dips 
to give more depth to the patina—a tex-
tured surface picks up more patina than a 
smooth surface. 

When you are pleased with the color, dip 
the metal into the cold water with baking soda 
to stop the reaction, then rinse and dry. 
Brush, sand, or polish the surface for interest-
ing results. If you don’t like the patina, you 
can easily remove it by sanding or brushing it. 
If desired, seal your piece with any spray 
fixative meant for metal; unsealed pieces 
will age, develop more patina, or become 
shiny with wear.

HAMMERING

Pounding wire not only creates great texture, 
but also strengthens metal. To hammer, place 
your wire on a steel bench block. Use the flat 
end of a chasing hammer to flatten the wire, 
then use the ball end of the hammer to add 
texture.

 technique:

texture
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