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Dustin Wedekind seeds

Peyote

E X P L O R A T I O N S  I N  S E E D  B E A D I N G
two-drop variations
Want to bead faster? Try doubling the number of beads strung 
with each stitch. Known as “two-drop,” this technique treats two 
beads as one, as in “string 1 bead (now actually string 2 beads) 
and pass through 1 (now 2) bead(s).” Keep in mind that it can change 
the structural integrity of the work, possibly creating open spaces. 
Here are three examples of two-drop stitch.

MATERIALS
Seed beads in 3 colors (A, B, and C)

Beading needle and thread

Herringbone
Square

Peyote

TWO-DROP HERRINGBONE
Herringbone stitch already uses two 
beads per stitch; therefore, two-drop 
herringbone uses four beads per stitch.
ROW 1: Work a two-drop ladder-stitched 

base; exit from the top of the last 
2 beads (Fig. 1).

ROW 2: String 4 beads; pass down 
through the next 2 beads and up 
through the following 2 beads (Fig. 2).

ROW 3: Repeat Row 2, treating 2 beads 
the same as 1 for herringbone stitch 
(Fig. 3).

TWO-DROP SQUARE 
Working an even two-drop square stitch 
will cause small gaps to appear between 
rows; compensate by offsetting the 
stitches.
ROWS 1 AND 2: Square-stitch 2 beads at a 

time (Fig. 4).
ROW 3: String 2 beads and stitch through 

the next 2 beads (Fig. 5); repeat.
ROW 4: String 1 bead and stitch to the fi rst 

bead of the previous row. For the 
remainder of the row, string 2 beads 
and stitch through the next 2 beads; 
end the row with a 1-bead stitch (Fig. 6).

ROWS 5 AND ON: Alternate Rows 3 and 4.

ONE- AND TWO-DROP PEYOTE
Combine one- and two-drop peyote 
stitches to alleviate gaps and to create a 
nice pattern.
ROWS 1 AND 2: String 1A and 2B for the 

width of the work (Fig. 7).
ROW 3: String 2C and pass back through 

the previous 1A; repeat (Fig. 8).
ROW 4: String 1A and pass back through 

the previous 2C; repeat (Fig. 9).
ROWS 5 AND ON: String 2 beads for even 

rows, passing through single beads of 
the odd rows, and vice versa (Fig. 10). ✦
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Discover the inner bead artist in you.

You don’t have to be a designer or a beading pro to make 
beautiful jewelry, and you don’t have to hunt all over for 
inspiring designs.

From cover to cover, Beadwork magazine gives you great 
projects, from the beginner to the advanced. Every issue 
is packed full of step-by-step instructions, easy-to-
understand illustrations, plus well-written, lively articles 
sure to inspire. Each article brings you all the bead news 
to keep in the know and in fashion. 

Take advantage of this special risk-free offer today!

interweave.com/go/bdbw
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