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Southwest Desert
by Kitty Durmaj

Turquoise over warm hues of gold in the lampwork pendant reminded Kitty of the 
deserts found in the Southwest.  The bold turquoise beads along with the warm 
amber chips mimic the colors in the lampwork pendant.

 FiniSheD Size:
�6” (excluding pendant)

 materialS:
�6 amber 4-5mm chips
�4 turquoise 4-7mm heishi beads
� �5x�0mm green/amber lampwork tube
8 sterling silver 3mm spacer beads
5” sterling silver �4-gauge dead soft wire (pendant)
35-40” sterling silver 22-gauge dead soft wire (coils)
8” sterling silver �8-gauge dead soft wire (eye pins)*
30” sterling silver 22-gauge wire (wire-wrapped 
units)
� sterling silver �2 mm toggle clasp
*or purchase 2” �8-gauge eye pins

 toolS: 
Round nose pliers
Chain nose pliers
Flush cutters
Mandrel
Ball peen hammer
Bench block

 techniqueS
Wirework
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PenDant
Step 1: Center a spacer, the lampwork bead, and a spacer 

in the center of 5” of �4-gauge wire.  Bend 
both ends of wire up and across the top of the 
bead.  Bend one end straight up at the center 
of the bead unit.  Wrap the other end twice 
around the straight 
wire.  Form a simple 
loop.  Trim.  

Step 2: Place the simple loop 
on your bench block 
and flatten it using 
the flat side of your 
ball peen hammer.

coileD linKS
 Step 1: Using a mandrel or a length of �8-gauge 

wire, wrap 35-40” of 22-gauge wire.  Find the 
center of your 22-
gauge wire and hold 
it against the center 
of your mandrel with 
your thumb.  Begin 
coiling your wire 
around the mandrel 
with your other hand, 
keeping your wraps 
tight and together.  
When you have 
wrapped all of the 
wire from the center 
to the right, either 
turn your mandrel 
around or reverse 

hands and complete wrapping the remaining 
22-gauge wire.  Remove your coiled wire from 
your mandrel and set aside.

eye PinS
 You may substitute purchased eye pins or 

follow these instructions to make your own. 

Step 1: Flush cut a 2” length of �8-gauge wire.  Form a 
simple loop on one end.

Step 2: Slip your round nose pliers between the coils 
to separate them and cut �” segments.  Slip 
the coil onto your eye pin and make a second 
loop.

Step 3:  Flatten the loops.

Step 4: Repeat steps �-3 three more times to create a 
total of four eye pins.

Wire-WraPPeD BeaD connectorS
 Step 1:  Cut 4” of 22-gauge wire to form a wrapped 

loop; string an amber chip, turquoise bead, 
spacer, turquoise bead, and amber chip and 
form a wrapped loop.

Step 2: Repeat step � five more times to create a total 
of six bead connectors.

aSSemBling the necKlace
Step 1: Open the simple loop of the pendant and attach 

two bead connectors.  Close the loop.

Step 2: Open the simple loop of a coiled eye pin unit 
and attach it to the other end of the bead 
connector.  Repeat on the other side.

Step 3: Open the other end of the eye pin unit and 
attach another bead connector.  Repeat on the 
other side.

Tip:
Hammering will strengthen your loops.  You can 
also add texture to your simple loops by using 
the round end of your ball peen hammer.
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Step 4: Repeat steps 2 and 3 one more time.  

Step 5: Use 3” of 22 gauge wire to form a wrapped 
loop attached to the last bead connector.  
String an amber chip, turquoise heishi bead, 
and an amber chip.  Make a wrapped loop that 
attaches to one half of the toggle clasp.

Step 6: Repeat step 5 for the other side of the 
necklace. R

RESOURCES: 
Lampwork Bead by Alana at Flameboyance Glass: 
flameboyance@gmail.com; Wire: Rio Grande, www.
riogrande.com; Turquoise and amber beads: Nye 
Cottage, nyecottage.com; Toggle: Ands Silver, www.
andssilver.com.

Being introduced to beads four years ago, 
Kitty DurmaJ found her passion and many 
friendships.  She has a room dedicated to her 
beads, participates in a weekly bead circle at 
her LBS, and organizes a regular get-together 
with other beaders who are currently working 
on a project for Dress for Success.  Visit Kitty’s 
blog at perlesandlife.blogspot.com

Simple Loop

To form a simple loop, use flat-nose pliers to 
make a 90° bend at least �/2" from the end 
of the wire. Use round-nose pliers to grasp 
the wire after the bend; roll the pliers toward 
the bend, but not past it, to preserve the 90° 
bend. Use your thumb to continue the wrap 
around the nose of the pliers. Trim the wire 
next to the bend.

Wrapped Loop

To form a wrapped loop, begin with a 90° 
bend at least 2" from the end of the wire. Use 
round-nose pliers to form a simple loop with a 
tail overlapping the bend. Wrap the tail tightly 
down the neck of the wire to create a couple 
of coils. Trim the excess wire to finish. Make a 
double-wrapped loop by wrapping 
the wire back 
up over the 
coils, toward 
the loop, and 
trimming the 
wire tail at the 
loop.
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