
Dale Jackson  
of Romulus,  
New York

y o u r  y a r n

Green Yarns
Green yarns! In our Fall 2012 issue, we challenged 

you to the very open task of creating green yarn. 
It was fun to see the variations that can be created 
while keeping yarn green. We’ve selected six of the 
samples to highlight here. All are naturally green 
or dyed with natural dyes. See the rest of the 
yarns on the following pages. Yarns are 
shown at 100%. 

Sandra Van Liew  
of Heppner, Oregon

Cotton, 2-ply, 43 wpi, 
13 tpi, 8,575 ypp

“This yarn is from my ewe 
Epiphany’s 2011 fleece. I first 
dyed it with weld then indigo 
to get this green.”

50% Jacob, 50% alpaca, 
2-ply, 16 wpi, 2½ tpi, 900 ypp

Suzanne Jones  
of Stewartsville, 
Missouri

Crossbred fine wool, 
chain-plied, 13 wpi, 4 tpi, 
1,425 ypp

“Natural green cotton 
(either Erlene’s Green or 
Arkansas Green Tint) 
grown in central New 
York.”

“Dyed with woolly mullein and copper 
mordant for a Bohus Sticknig Red 
Edge sweater I am working on.”

Spin.Off   ■   spinningdaily.com ©F+W Media, Inc. ■ All rights reserved ■ F+W Media grants permission for any or all pages in this issue to be copied for personal use



Kris Peters  
of Spring Grove, 
Pennsylvania

Susan Sullivan Maynard 
of Brisbane, California

Monique Durham  
of Deming,  
New Mexico

Churro, 2-ply, 10 wpi,  
3 tpi, 1,150 ypp

“I am learning to spin with a 
spindle. Normally, I spin singles 
for my colcha (Spanish-Colonial 
style) embroidery, but I also want to 
learn to ply. This is one of my first 
attempts. I dyed the skein first with broom 
snakeweed (Gutierrezia sarothrae) and overdyed with woad 
(Isatis tinctoria). The broom snakeweed grows wild on my 
property in southern New Mexico, and the woad I cultivate in 
my yard.” 

Leaf pattern from 100 Flowers to Knit & Crochet 
by Lesley Stanfield (St. Martin’s Griffin, 2009).

Next Challenge
High-/low-maintenance yarns! Our Fall 2013 
issue will focus on equipment, so we challenge 
you to create a yarn that either uses at least 
three tools or none at all. The deadline to 
submit is May 15. Please send a minimum five-
yard length of high- or low-maintenance yarn 
labeled with your name, mailing address, phone 
number, email address, and fiber content. Mail 
your comments and your yarn to Spin.Off Your 
Yarn, 201 E. Fourth St., Loveland, CO 80537-
5655. Call or email Managing Editor Liz Good 
with questions at (970) 613-4679 or lgood@
interweave.com. The yarn won’t be 
returned, but it will be used to raise money 
for a worthy charity. Please contact us at the 
above address if you’d like to volunteer to make 
a charity item using the yarns from previous 
Your Yarn entries. Yarns that don’t appear in 
the magazine may be viewed on our website, 
spinningdaily.com.

66% cotton, 34% silk, 
3-ply, 14 wpi, 42⁄3 tpi, 
1,400 ypp

Bluefaced Leicester, 
2-ply, 10 wpi, 3 tpi, 
600 ypp

“This naturally colored 
cotton was grown in Los Banos, 
California, as part of the Sustainable 
Cotton Project (a “green” growing 
practice, not yet certified organic). A ply 
of dyed tussah and silk noil in orange, 
yellow, and blue is plied with two 
singles of cotton to evoke spring 
hillsides in California with wild flowers.”

“This yarn is made 
from indigo-dyed 
roving from my 
Bluefaced 
Leicester, Finoula, 
that I overdyed 
with Cushing’s 
yellow.”
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Linda Martin of Bradenton, Florida
50% wool, 50% Soysilk, 2-ply, 11 wpi, 4½ tpi, 600 ypp
“The fiber was hand drumcarded.”

Irene Andersson of Ljungskile, Sweden
50% Bombyx silk, 40% cashmere, 10% Merino, 2-ply, 10 wpi, 2½ tpi, 775 ypp
“This fiber from Spinn Dotter Min was the fiber of the month from August 2010 and was inspired  
by peridot.”

Sue Killam of Atkinson, New Hampshire
Mohair/wool blend, 3-ply, 13 wpi, 2 2⁄3 tpi, 1,100 ypp
 “I purchased yellow, blue, and green variegated roving that was advertised as a mohair blend. I 
blended it on my drumcarder with white mohair purchased online from Colorado, along with 50% 
white Romney from my ewe Katie. The carded batts were mixed well to produce a soft fairy green.”

Jean Lacovara of Swedesboro, New Jersey
Romney, 2-ply, 7 wpi, 2 tpi, 300 ypp
“I fell in love with the colors of this roving. I bought at the Maryland Sheep and Wool Festival from 
Triple ‘R’ Farm before I learned how to spin. I knew that it was going to be a special skein so I 
waited until I had taken a class at The Mannings before I tried spinning it. I was so excited after I 
took the class, I started as soon as I got home. It took me about a week to spin 8 ounces, and then 
I plied it the next day. I am very pleased by the result and eager to spin more Romney. The texture 
was a joy to hold, and watching the colors blend in my fingers was beautiful.
“I couldn’t believe it when I received my copy of Spin.Off and you asked for green yarns! Thank you 
for the chance to share this wonderful fiber with someone.”

Judie Overbeek of Kalispell, Montana
Coopworth, cabled, 11 wpi, 600 ypp
“This was dyed by a friend. I think it would be useful for pillows, table mats, rugs, or wall hangings.”
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Peggy Haug of Seattle, Washington
70% Targhee, 30% Tencel, singles, 16 wpi, 1,900 ypp
“You could call it ‘beginner’s luck’-y green because I was/am a new spinner (only since May), but 
I’ve been spinning and carding and dyeing a lot! Experimenting—trying out some what-ifs . . .
“The sample is handcarded Targhee with Tencel strands I mixed in. I spun it, then dyed it, and to 
my surprise, the Tencel mostly did not take the dye—well, it took the orchid/purple parts . . .”

Judith Towers of Richmond, Virginia
Green cotton, 2-ply, 44 wpi, 6½  tpi, 8,175 ypp
“Ella Baker taught me how to spin cotton. Much more than that, she showed me how spinning 
cotton teaches patience, humility, perseverance, and contemplation.
“After Ella’s passing, her daughter held an estate sale. It wasn’t looms or wheels or weaving yarn 
that captured my attention. There were bags of cotton on the seed, notebooks and newsletters 
and handwritten pages, and books about cotton.
For your green yarns, I felt I had to spin Ella’s fluffy, silky, and fine natural green cotton. I used my 
akha spindle, suspended, and spun from the seed (my favorite way to spin cotton). When the 
spindle was full, I wound the thread onto two weaving bobbins and plied them on my wheel. I 
skeined the yarn, soaked it in hot water with a little Dawn, then simmered the skein for an hour in 
the soapy water. I let it cool and rinsed my green yarn feeling thankful that Ella was willing to share 
her expertise with those of us who love this ancient and most useful fiber.”

Debbie West of Macon, Georgia
Cotton, 2-ply, 31 wpi, 8½ tpi, 5,700 ypp
“The cotton was spun on an antique great wheel (circa 1850). After spinning, the yarn was boiled 
and laid out to dry. No dyes were used; the cotton grew that color naturally.I Isn’t it beautiful? 
What fun would it be to have a field of that!”

Megan Lehmann of Alexandria, Virginia
Bluefaced Leicester, Colonial, Merino, Peruvian Highland, silk, 2-ply, 11 wpi, 4 tpi, 700 ypp
“The Big Salad is one of the yarns in a series of Seinfeld-inspired handspun yarns I am working on. 
A kind of culmination, if you will, of extreme geekery meeting at the rare intersection of Seinfeld 
fan-dom and yarn nerdiness.
“I spun a core of BFL singles dyed by SweetGeorgia and carded up and spun batts with different 
commercial combed tops in varying shades of green with bits of silk in beige and red for slubby 
‘croutons’ and ‘tomatoes’ for the salad. Then I spiral-plied the bulky batt singles onto the BFL core.
“You can see photos of my other Seinfeld-themed yarns on my Facebook page and some in my 
Ravelry handspun stash—my name is craftmangler on Ravelry, Facebook, and Etsy.”
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Margaret Trousdale of Stanton, California
Corriedale, 2-ply, 10 wpi, 3 tpi, 500 ypp
“I started with raw Corriedale purchased from Saunders Farm in Riverside County. I washed, dyed, 
handpicked, carded three times, and spun it on my Babe’s Fiber Garden production wheel. I 
randomly left kinky slubs and doubled plied.”

Elizabeth Hubbard of Bonanza, Oregon
Corriedale, nylon Firestar, sequined carry-along yarn, 2-ply, 11 wpi, 3 tpi, 575 ypp
“This yarn is hand-dyed Corriedale from my flock. While I was drumcarding the wool, I added  
a bit of Firestar dyed by UniquelyYoursDesign on Etsy. The yarn was then plied with a carry-along 
sequined yarn that I bought at Warner Mountain Weavers. We were in Cedarville to compete at 
the sheepdog trial and we always tour the shop when in the area. It’s a beautiful, old two-story 
house filled with fiber, yarn, weaving, and a changing art show.
I think the sequined yarn steals the show of this yarn. I am dismayed to see how uneven my 
spinning was in the finished yarn, proving ‘use it or lose it’ and inspiring me to keep my wheel 
turning on a more regular basis.”

Liz Good of Fort Collins, Colorado
Various wools, 2-ply, 12 wpi, 3½ tpi, 1,175 ypp
“This is a combination of fiber I dyed at Fiber School in Harveyville, Kansas, last spring. I spun all 
the fiber from the weekend and knitted it into my first handspun garment, a short-sleeved 
cardigan.”

Sally Bond of Acton, Massachusetts
Wool, 2-ply, 11 wpi, 2 tpi, 800 ypp
“I took a strong yellow and a strong blue and handcarded them in combinations—75% blue/25% 
yellow, 50% blue/50% yellow, and 25% blue/75% yellow. I made two rolags of each and spun two 
singles with the color mixes in the same order. Then I plied each together to get variegated 
results.” [Darkest portion shown.]

Gina Allewelt of Millville, New Jersey
80% baby alpaca, 20% Merino/bamboo, 2-ply, 7 wpi, 3 tpi, 325 ypp
“I spun this yarn to make a baby hat. It came out supersoft. I wish I had more of it; it was just a 
handful of fleece that was given to me. I love it!”
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Judith Marie Smith of Seattle, Washington
Silk, chain-plied, 20 wpi, 5 tpi, 2,050 ypp
“I dyed this silk at Black Sheep Gathering about five years ago in a workshop taught by the 
owner of Chasing Rainbows. We were to take inspiration from an image so I looked outside and 
saw the new pine needles growing; the green is the new growth and the brown is the shiny casing 
of the needles.”

Charlotte Pavelko of Orange Cove, California
Dorset, Firestar, 2-ply, 8 wpi, 2 tpi, 500 ypp

Denise Duda of Tecumseh, Michigan
Falkland, 2-ply, 11 wpi, 3½ tpi, 1,500 ypp
“The fiber is Falkland wool in the Mallard colorway from Winterhaven Fiber Farm, purchased at 
the Michigan Fiber Festival in Allegan two or three years ago. This was spun on my wheel. I am 
working on learning to spin softer.”

Irma Paula of Tilburg, Netherlands
Mohair, Merino, cabled, 5 wpi, 300 ypp
“I used a technique I learned from Jacey Boggs. I plied two strands of mohair with two strands of 
Merino and cabled them together.”

Selah Barling of Seattle, Washington
Mostly Bluefaced Leicester and tussah silk, some silk, baby camel, and sewing thread, 4-ply,  
8 wpi, 4 tpi, 400 ypp
“After years of spinning, it was initially distressing to make deliberate ‘damn-its.’ I wanted to make a 
yarn that was representative of the vines growing and new buds in springtime. It is more 
garlandlike than yarn usually is for me but could be fun to coil as a necklace or to tie a gift.”


