
Green yarns! Perfect for spring—send us 
your green yarn. Any shade, any fiber, send it in! 
The deadline to submit is December 1. Please 
send a minimum five-yard length of green yarn 
labeled with your name, mailing address, phone 

number, email address, and fiber content. Mail your comments and 
your yarn to Spin.Off Your Yarn, 201 E. Fourth St., Loveland, CO 
80537-5655. Call or email Managing Editor Liz Good with questions 
at (970) 613-4679 or lgood@interweave.com. The yarn won’t be 
returned, but it will be used to raise money for a worthy charity. 
Please contact us at the above address if you’d like to volunteer to 
make a charity item using the yarns from previous Your Yarn entries. 
Yarns that don’t appear in the magazine may be viewed on our 
website, spinningdaily.com.

Next 
Challenge

y o u r  y a r n

Recycled  
Yarn
Recycled yarn! In our Spring 2012 issue, we 

 featured two articles about harvesting yarn from 
existing garments. We challenged you to use what 
you learned to re invent something from your  closet 
(or local thrift store). Yarns are shown at 100%. 
 Details are shown at 190%.
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Ellen McKean of Alameda, California
Wool-blend commercial yarn, dyed CVM handspun, 2-ply, 6 wpi, 4 bpi, 775 ypp

“I’ve recycled fifteen to twenty lengths of ‘sample yarns’ by connecting them with handspun 
segments of singles. A local yarn store was closing and clearing out a garbage bag full of 
samples. I adopted these treasures and have used them in weaving and entrelac. 
Handspinning to join the sample yarn lengths gives more flexibility in using the finished 
continuous strand.”

Nancy Fischer of Newark, Ohio
Churro, mink fur, 2-ply, 11 wpi, 3 bpi, 1,075 ypp

“We were shopping at a vintage clothing store. I noticed a beautiful cat sleeping on a chair. I 
commented to the shop owner, ‘What a special cat you have to be sleeping on such a soft 
coat.’ The owner commented that someone had given her that mink coat for her to sell. 
The pelt was rotten, and she could not sell the coat. I thought about it for a minute and 
then told her that I am a spinner. I thought that maybe I could find a way to use the fur.”

Barbara Brewer of Stow, Massachusetts
Cashmere, 3-ply, 12 wpi, 8 bpi, 2,300 ypp

 “I found this extra-large men’s polo-style sweater of 100% cashmere made in Australia at a 
thrift store for $7. It was composed of three colors of very fine cashmere (laceweight, I’d 
say)—the three strands were knitted together in a pattern for each row, so it was a bit of a 
bear to ravel. I used just one of the colors for this sample.”
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Karen Pike of Janesville, Wisconsin
70% lambswool, 20% angora, 10% nylon, 2-ply, 16 wpi, 14 bpi, 1,700 ypp

“The yarn came from a size medium sweater from Valerie Stevens. The fiber content is 70% 
lambswool, 20% angora, and 10% nylon. When raveled out, the yarn turned out to be two 
strands of very fine singles held together. I separated the two strands and added more twist 
using a handspindle . . . I added more clockwise twist to the singles and then strung beads 
on Gutermann thread to match, held the beaded thread alongside the recycled yarn, and 
chain plied them together on a handspindle, pushing a bead in about every 8 inches or so.”

Trish Sparling of Royal Oaks, California
70% lambswool, 16% angora, 13% nylon, 1% spandex, 3-ply, 10 wpi, 3 bpi, 1,250 ypp

“Raveling produced a weak singles, so I made a three-ply yarn. I dyed the back of the 
sweater purple before raveling it, saving a few steps in skeining and reloading the bobbins. I 
went straight from raveling on the wheel to plying from the bobbins.”

Albion Hebert Norman of Sulphur, Louisiana
Angora, nylon, silk, linen, acrylic, 6-ply, 8 wpi, 2 bpi, 1,075 ypp

“These yarns came from sweaters. I am planning to make a shawl. I love the soft, subtle 
colors of the grays plied together, and they control the stickiness of the pink yarn.”

Linda Martin of Bradenton, Florida
70% lambswool, 20% angora, 10% nylon, 2-ply, 15 wpi, 12 bpi, 1,225 ypp

“My sweater was not from a thrift store but rescued from my closet. The outdated ‘what 
was I thinking’ sweater had shoulder pads (yes, shoulder pads), but I couldn’t get rid of it; I 
loved the fiber. Well the oversized sweater provided enough yarn for a pair of socks.”
“The yarn raveled easily and was strong enough that I just balled the yarn as I raveled the 
sweater. I then plied the yarn from the balls of singles. The nylon suggested socks to me for 
the final project.”

Gina Allewelt of Millville, New Jersey
Acrylic, Romney, dyed locks, 2-ply, 6 wpi, 3 bpi, 175 ypp

“This was a hooded baby blanket made out of two different acrylic yarns. This challenge 
was fun. I loved creating something out of the acrylic because I usually hate acrylic. It really 
was a challenge.”
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Rachel Sparling of San Juan Batista, California
70% lambswool, 30% angora, singles, 12 wpi, 1,425 ypp

“This yarn is overdyed green on yellow singles that I put twist into with my wheel. I really 
like the color.”

Juliana Waechter of Iowa City, Iowa
44% cotton, 29% linen, 27% ramie, singles, 11 wpi, 1,050 ypp

“I obtained this yarn by recycling a Jones New York sweater I found at my local Goodwill 
Store. The yarn began as a natural beige color. After raveling three large skeins, I bleached 
the yarn and it turned a light peach color. I then kettle-dyed the skeins in a low-immersion 
bath of slate blue, teal, and wine colors of Rit dye. This was my first attempt at trying low-
immersion dyeing techniques, and all three skeins came out fairly even.”

Frances Eckhardt of Vancouver, Washington
Acrylic, respun crumbs, 2-ply, 7 wpi, 3 bpi, 750 ypp

“I make a lot of mittens throughout the year. My sister works with a food bank that’s tied 
to a school district, and they like the mittens for the Thanksgiving and Christmas boxes. I 
use acrylic for the mittens.”
“Anyone who knits mittens knows that there will always be those eight little tails per pair. I 
knew there had to be something of value to do with them; then I thought, ‘I spin.’ Then I 
thought, ‘Fluff is fluff right?’ Then I thought, ‘Why not?’”
“It takes about two years to save up enough fluff to make a new pair of mittens, but then I 
comb it out, card it together, and have an interesting blend. I have tried separating the 
colors, but it takes a lot longer to save up enough for mittens, and I haven’t got the 
patience—or the storage.”

Peg Mathews of Appleton, Wisconsin
Cascade (wool yarn) in black and white with “occasional” other colors, 3-ply, 6 wpi, 4 bpi, 
325 ypp

“I carded thrums from a weaving project, mostly Cascade yarn in black and white. Other 
colors got in occasionally. It was tricky at times because of short fiber length. I Navajo-plied 
it. I think it would make a great hat!”
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Helen Zipperlin of Kimberton, Pennsylvania
Various upcycled yarns, 7-ply, 3 wpi, 1 bpi, 50 ypp

“This yarn was prepared and plied by Helen, who has learned to spin and weave since 
retiring. It was created specifically for another member of our community, Gabrielle 
Beraton, who is relatively new to weaving.” “Upcycled sweaters and once-cherished 
blankets are given new life as this chunky yarn which can be woven with ease on a peg 
loom.
“Our weavery is part of Camphill America, a nonprofit social outreach program and 
communal living center for adults with special needs. More information about Kimberton 
Hills Weavery can be found at www.camphillkimberton.org, or by calling Felicity Jeans, 
(610) 983-0937.”

Sally Bond of Aclon, Massachusetts
Cashmere, 4-ply, 15 wpi, 8 bpi, 1,375 ypp

“This was a 100% cashmere sweater in lime green. The recycled yarn is four-ply; each ply 
was overdyed with Kool-Aid. Raveling the yarn was challenging, and dyeing was rewarding. I 
was not sure what I would do with the lime green, but the dyes produced harmonious 
muted colors.”

Julie Stewart of Stittsville, Ontario, Canada
58% nylon, 40% angora, 2% spandex (removed), singles, 34 wpi, 3,200 ypp

“My daughter and I have a business selling recycled yarns (www.finefibrefinds.webs.com). 
Angora and I have a love-hate relationship. This lovely sweater from a secondhand store 
was a pain in more ways than one to undo. I had to work very slowly because the spandex 
needed to be removed as I go, and the angora is so fragile. I still love the yarn and hope it 
finds its next life with someone who will care for it lovingly.”


