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She gave me the business. Or maybe it was in 1975, 
when I started Interweave on my dining room table 
for lack of anything better to do. My two older kids 
were in school, my baby slept long, long hours, and 
I was enamored of weaving and spinning and making 
books and magazines. It just all came together. The 
first magazine was called interweave (lower-case); 
Spin.Off came along just two years later, followed 
by Handwoven, Piecework, The Herb Companion, 
Interweave Knits, Beadwork, Natural Home, and more 
books than I begin to have shelf space for.

SO: What did you do before?
LL: I taught high-school English and journalism. 
Before that, I taught college-level composition. But 
if you go all the way back, I was making little books 
when I was six years old (I still have some) and a 
neighborhood newspaper when I was nine. I was a 
consumer of print media, literally. (I ate the corners 
off of certain books as I turned the pages. Probably a 
dietary deficiency.)

SO: When you were little, what did you want to do when 
you grew up?
LL: I didn’t much want to grow up. It sounded like a 
lot of responsibility.

SO: How many employees do you have?
LL: When I sold Interweave in 2005, we had about 
seventy-five employees. Today, having been sold again 
to F+W Media, the total company has about one 
thousand employees. As my husband’s dotty uncle 
used to say, “Just who are all these cookiedoodles?” 
(But in fact, that’s been the best part of this whole 
odyssey—getting to work with so very many splendid, 
creative, just plain nice people, and seeing the crafts I 
love grow and thrive through their efforts.)

SO: What are three surprising facts about your business?
LL: Well, it depends on which business you mean. 
There’s Interweave, where I work part-time now. I 
shouldn’t be surprised at how rapidly it has evolved 
into a multimedia concern—all those videos, websites, 
webinars, eBooks, etc.—but I am. I love it but don’t 
entirely understand it. I still like physical books and 
magazines. The other business is Thrums Books, which 
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Linda bought this huipil in a little village named Tenango 
in Chiapas, Mexico, and the woman she bought it from 
wanted her to put it on. The little hamlet only recently got 
a paved road—it’s very far from anywhere.

A Conversation with
Linda Ligon, founder of Interweave and 

wrangler of Thrums Books

As a Spin.Off reader, you might be familiar with 
Linda Ligon. In 1975, she started interweave, 

a magazine about spinning and weaving and the 
general state of fiber crafts. In 1977, Spin.Off 
magazine, well, spun off of interweave and interweave 
developed into Handwoven. After almost forty years, 
she still plays a large role in the direction and content 
of both magazines as creative director. In addition 
to her ongoing role at Interweave, Linda has started 
publishing books focused on indigenous textiles in 
Central and South America. Here we ask her to share 
some of the details of her odyssey.

SPIN.OFF : How long have you been in the fiber 
business?
LINDA LIGON:  Are you kidding? I think it started 
when I was about two years old and picked all 
the tufts out of my mother’s chenille bedspread. 



summer 2014   ■   Spin.Off 25

I do in my off-time. I publish books that wouldn’t be 
appropriate for Interweave (that is, they uniformly lose 
money). They focus on indigenous textiles and textile 
workers from countries such as Peru, Guatemala, 
and Mexico. You can read more about them on my 
biweekly blog at www.thrumsbooks.com. That business 
is full of surprises.

SO: Outside of work, what are you excited about?
LL: Funny thing is, work is what excites me most. I 
love writing, editing, planning, conceiving, designing, 
the whole thing. That’s why I do it all the time. And I 
love the places my work takes me—the back roads of 
third-world and developing countries where culture 
and customs are so wonderfully unfamiliar. Oh, I like 
to cook, too, and knit and spin, and garden a little. 
However, I am excited about my three adult children 
and eight grandchildren. They are an interesting, varied 
lot, and I love spending time with them.

SO: What is the trickiest part of what you do?
LL: Keeping balance. At Interweave, I write and edit 
in front of a computer screen for hours on end, sit in 

a lot of planning meetings, advise 
and opinionate as the company 
grows and changes. At Thrums 
Books (which is actually a big desk 
at home next to my loom), I sit 
in front of a computer screen for 
hours on end, writing and editing, 
looking at tons of photos, planning 
trips to gather material for more 
books. To balance all that sitting 
and focusing and intense screen 
time, I try to shuffle off to the gym 
occasionally, read escape literature, 
gaze at the mountains to the west, 
commune with my husband of fifty 
years. I wouldn’t call it a balanced 
life, but it is certainly an interesting 
one. I am so very, very lucky.�

Thrums Books
www.thrumsbooks.com

Linda learning how to 
make lunch served in the 
town of Chajul in the Ixil 
triangle of Guatemala. The 
dish is called boxbol and is 
corn masa paste spread on 
the leaf from the guisquil 
plant that is rolled up and 
boiled in broth.

A spinning contest at the first Tinkuy de Tejedores held in Cusco, Peru, in 2010, to see who could spin the fastest, Linda on 
the spinning wheel or spinners from Chinchero, Peru, on their spindles. Linda won by a little bit, but she says her yarn wasn’t 
nearly as nice as theirs.


