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Next Challenge
The theme of the Fall 2015 issue is Luxury, so spin your 
most luxurious yarn. It doesn’t have to be your most 
precious fiber—make the softest or silkiest yarn, use your 
most luxurious tool, or enjoy the ultimate luxury: time 
spinning for sheer pleasure.

Stash Busting

In Fall 2014, we invited readers to share their 
most seasoned stash—the fiber they’d been 

holding on to longest. Here are eight examples 
that were worth the wait! See all the yarns at 
spinningdaily.com.

Denise E. Duda of Tecumseh, Michigan
100% Merino, 21 wpi, 2,600 ypp
“I purchased [this fiber] at a store in Eaton Rapids, Michigan, which I 

drove to hoping to find supplies for bobbin lacemaking 
. . . almost two decades before I actually learned 
how to spin.”

Irene Andersson of  
Ljungskile, Sweden
60% mink, 40% wool, 14 wpi, 875 ypp
“I had forgotten this fiber! It was purchased in 
the early eighties.”

Selah Barling of  
Seattle, Washington
Coopworth wool, 7 wpi, 225 ypp
“This wool roving was from the 2011 
Whidbey Weavers Spin-In instructor’s 
kit . . . Yarn structure is eight-ply cable. 
First it was Z-spun, S-plyed, Z-plyed, 
then finally S-plyed. A good way to 
make a lot of wool go a short 
distance.”

y o u r  y a r n
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Frankie Pfile of Edmonton, Kentucky 
Naturally colored brown cotton and bombyx 
silk, 23 wpi, 1,900 ypp
“I blended the natural-color cotton with 
bombyx silk thirty years ago when 
I first started spinning. It 
presented such a 
problem for me as a 
new spinner that I 
set it aside ‘for 
later.’ Well, it’s 
‘later.’ It’s still a 
challenge to spin, but I’m pleased with 
the finished yarn. . . . ”

Maryann Nowakowski  
of Richardton,  
North Dakota
Shetland wool,  
16 wpi, 1,025 ypp
 “I have bits and 
pieces of workshop 
fibers going back over 
thirty years. This was 
spun from some ‘rainbow 
dyed’ roving, probably Shetland,  
from a class at MAFA in  
1983 or 1985.”

Dale Jackson of 
Waterloo, New York
Ingeo fiber and Cormo wool, 15 
wpi, 800 ypp

"The oldest fiber in my stash is 
the Dyed Ingeo Sampler 
from Carolina Homespun. I 
finally carded the Ingeo 
and Cormo together and 

got a much better yarn 
[than spinning it alone]. I like 

the color gradations.”

Kristina Peters of Spring 
Grove, Pennsylvania
Coopworth wool, 17 
wpi, 975 ypp
“This two-ply yarn 
was spun from some 
fleece I got from a 
spinner-weaver in the 
Williamsport, 
Pennsylvania area upon 
her death in 1979. It came 
in a cloth bag from New Zealand with a 
postmark date of 1969!”

McKinley Murry  
of Lancaster, 
Pennsylvania 
Corriedale wool,  
9 wpi, 375 ypp

“This wool singles was 
handspun by a special 
young man, McKinley 
(Mac) Murry. His 
creative nature in fiber 

arts is totally amazing, 
as is his uncanny sense of 

color.”  
 —Betty Clarkson
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Sandra Van Liew of Heppner, Oregon
Alpaca, cashmere, qiviut, New Zealand possum, and Merino, 15 wpi, 1,400 ypp
“I’m striving to make a soft variegated yarn for a scarf. I bought the qiviut but I’ve been afraid to try 
it straight. The alpaca was a gift which I usually spin with wool. I’m looking forward to making my 
scarf; it feels so nice and soft.”

Frankie Pfile of Edmonton, Kentucky 
Naturally colored brown cotton and bombyx silk, 23 wpi, 1,900 ypp
“I blended the natural color cotton with bombyx silk 30 years ago when I first started spinning. It 
presented such a problem for me as a new spinner that I set it aside ‘for later.’ Well, it’s ‘later.’ It’s 
still a challenge to spin, but I’m pleased with the finished yarn. There’s a nice contrast of textures 
and luster.”

Marie McClintic of Groton, South Dakota
Shetland wool, buffalo, and silk, 11 wpi, 550 ypp
“Some of the fiber for this yarn has been in my stash since Convergence 1994. I would take it out 
and debate what I could do with it. I loved the color, so back into the stash it went until the fall of 
2013, when I had a stash of wool and a tiny amount of buffalo fiber carded together by Dakota 
Carding and Wool. I have spun about 300 yards of 2-ply worsted weight yarn that I hope to weave 
into a triangle shawl. I need at least 500 yards, so I have a little to go yet.”

Joan McColly of Coronado, California
Perendale-Romney wool, 10 wpi, 475 ypp
“Spun on my lovely new Navajo spindle. Then, since it was spun on the Navajo spindle, I decided to 
Navajo ply it to keep to the theme.”

Suzanne Jones of Stewartsville, Missouri
Wool, 15 wpi, 1,350 ypp
“This is my first sheep’s wool from her second shearing. I got Muffin in 1988 as a bottle lamb. She 
was mostly [Hampshire] ewe and started my journey into the world of all things fiber. I dyed part 
of the fleece and it has been waiting to be spun until now.”
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Susan Keast of Stouffville, Ontario, Canada
Coopworth and alpaca, 13 wpi, 675 ypp
“I always keep small bags of bits of fibers, often left over from things that I have spun, but often it is 
bits that I would like to play with. I often knit what I call ‘surprise socks,’ knitted from my stash of 
wool and exotic and synthetic fibers. I thought it would be fun to grab one of my bags of hidden 
treasures and spin it up. I can honestly say that this bag is probably 5 years old and has been in the 
bottom of a basket just waiting for me to get into this. I will keep on spinning stash until I can make 
more socks—winter is coming!”

Jesselyn Foot of San Francisco, California
Buffalo with hair, 12 wpi, 500 ypp
“Here’s my buffalo with hair, spun and plyed from my stash. It’s Warren Wooly’s Buff Puff (raw 
buffalo with hair) from Springfield, Oregon.”

Kristina Peters of Spring Grove, Pennsylvania
Coopworth wool, 17 wpi, 975 ypp
“This two-ply yarn was spun from some fleece I got from a spinner-weaver in the Williamsport, PA 
area upon her death in 1979. It came in a cloth bag from New Zealand with a postmark date of 
1969! It was a bit dry so I dunked it in hot water which brought it back to life, and dyed it with 
cherry Kool-Aid. I think the yarn would make hard-wearing, colorful socks!”

Lynn Higgins of Hanover, New Hampshire
100% recycled soda bottles, 17 wpi, 750 ypp
“My family is aware of threats to the environment, and we do what we can to minimize waste and 
use sustainable resources. A few years ago, when I was a brand-new spinner, I bought a bag of fiber 
made of recycled soda bottles on a lark, before I had any idea what to do with it. Since then, I’ve 
acquired a drum carder, so I carded the fiber and spun it woolen on my Golding ring spindle. It was 
a little difficult—the fibers are very short—but I think I’ll make more so I can knit some mittens.”

Dale Jackson of Waterloo, New York
Ingeo fiber and Cormo wool, 15 wpi, 800 ypp
“The oldest fiber in my stash is the Dyed Ingeo Sampler from Carolina Homespun. I had not tried 
to spin it before now. First I tried the Ingeo alone on a drop spindle—not the most successful! 
Then I tried it on an electric spinner. Again, not the best of yarn. I did manage to get enough to ply 
with a couple plies of Cormo that I spun on a drop spindle and then dyed with pokeweed. Not my 
best work! Then I finally carded the Ingeo and Cormo together and got a much better yarn. I like 
the color gradations.”
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McKinley Murry of Lancaster, Pennsylvania 
Corriedale wool, 9 wpi, 375 ypp
“This wool singles was handspun on a Kromski Minstrel wheel by a special young man, 
McKinley (Mac) Murry. I have had the privilege of teaching Mac how to spin, weave, rug punch, 
and punch-needle embroider, to name a few. That may not seem like anything special, but Mac 
has many challenges, both physical and medical, including Down’s syndrome. Knowing this 
young man, one does not see his Down’s. His creative nature in fiber arts is totally amazing, as 
is his uncanny sense of color. I wanted to share this young man’s special gifts, and I am 
honored to call him friend.” —Betty Clarkson

Maryann Nowakowski of Richardton, North Dakota
Shetland wool, 16 wpi, 1,025 ypp
“I have bits and pieces of workshop fibers going back over 30 years. This was spun from some 
‘rainbow dyed’ roving, probably Shetland, from a class at MAFA in 1983 or 1985. It’s spun and 
chain-plied on a Matchless DT. I just read about tapestry/slip-stitch crochet and I think this 
type of yarn would work well for that. My workshop bits and pieces would probably work 
well for a few little charm bags in tapestry crochet.”

Selah Barling of Seattle, Washington
Coopworth wool, 7 wpi, 225 ypp
“This wool roving was from the 2011 Whidbey Weavers Spin-In instructor’s kit. It’s a 
variegated dyed roving of possibly Coopworth. Yarn structure is 8-ply cable. First it was 
Z-spun, S-plyed, Z-plyed, then finally S-plyed. A good way to make a lot of wool go a short 
distance.”

Denise E. Duda of Tecumseh, Michigan
100% Merino, 21 wpi, 2,600 ypp
“This yarn was spun up from the oldest fiber in my stash. I purchased it at a store in Eaton 
Rapids, Michigan which I drove to hoping to find supplies for bobbin lacemaking. I also 
purchased some silk fiber; there was some vague idea in my head about blending the two and 
possibly making lace with the yarn. This was almost two decades before I actually learned how 
to spin. This little skein is not my best work; I’ll have to practice some more before I spin up 
the rest of this really nice old merino!”
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Debra Bienek of Huntsville, Utah
Gotland top, samples vary from 5–14 wpi, 400–1,650 ypp
“There are reasons why spinners have old bags of fiber in their stash, you know. Mine is an  
8 oz. bag of commercially prepared Gotland top which has been in my stash for almost as long 
as I have been spinning. It has little crimp, and even the inner coat is wiry. What to do with 
this (to me) challenging fiber? After many different attempts, I pre-drafted the fiber lengthwise 
just enough to loosen the fibers and spun a bulky yarn. I tried spinning smaller yarns from the 
same prep, and discovered that there was a limit on how fine you could spin before the outer 
coat pulled off, then the inner coat, making the yarn unstable. The yarns still didn’t feel much 
softer, but it will do. There is enough remaining top for a pair of strong mittens!”

Irene Andersson of Ljungskile, Sweden
60% mink, 40% wool, 14 wpi, 875 ypp
“I had forgotten this fiber! It was purchased in the early eighties.”
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