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by Marilyn Murphy

Robert’s  Houndstooth Vest

FinisHed size:
411⁄2 (431⁄2, 451⁄2, 463⁄4, 491⁄2)" chest circumference, buttoned. 
Vest shown measures 463⁄4".

YaRn:
Naturally Tussock Aran 10 Ply (85% wool, 15% polyester; 175 yd 
[160 m])/100 g): #180 dark brown (A), 3 (3, 3, 4, 4) balls; #162 
light brown (B), 2 balls. Yarn distributed by Fiber Trends.

needles: 
Body—size 8 (5 mm): 29" circular (cir). Armhole ribbing—size 
7 (4.5 mm): 16" cir. Bands—size 7 (4.5 mm): 40" cir. Adjust 
needle size if necessary to obtain the correct gauge.

notions: 
Tapestry needle; stitch holders; five 7⁄8" buttons.

GauGe:
18 sts and 36 rows = 4" in houndstooth patt on larger needle. 

skill leVel:
Intermediate. 
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RobeRt’s 
 HoundstootH 

Vest
M a r i l y n  M u r p h y

 
Finished Size 411/2 (431/2, 451/2, 463/4, 
491/2)" chest circumference, buttoned. Vest 
shown measures 463/4". 
Yarn Naturally Tussock Aran 10 Ply 
(85% wool, 15% polyester; 175 yd 
[160 m])/100 g): #180 dark brown (A), 3 
(3, 3, 4, 4) balls; #162 light brown (B), 2 
balls. Yarn distributed by Fiber Trends.
Needles Body—size 8 (5 mm): 29" 
circular (cir). Armhole ribbing—size 7 
(4.5 mm): 16" cir. Bands—size 7 (4.5 mm): 
40" cir. Adjust needle size if necessary to 
obtain the correct gauge.
Notions Tapestry needle; stitch holders; 
five 7/8" buttons.
Gauge 18 sts and 36 rows = 4" in 
 houndstooth patt on larger needle.
 
Stitch Guide
Twisted 2×2 Rib in Rows: (multiple of 
4 sts + 2)
Note: Tbl stands for "through back loop."
Row 1: *[K1tbl] 2 times, p2; rep from *, 
end [k1tbl] 2 times.
Row 2: *P2, [k1tbl] 2 times; rep from *, 
end p2. 
Rep Rows 1–2 for patt.
 
Twisted 2×2 Rib in Rnds: (multiple of 
4 sts)
Rnd 1: *[K1tbl] 2 times, p2; rep from * 
around.
Rep Rnd 1 for patt.
 
Houndstooth Pattern: (multiple of 3 sts 
+ 2 edge sts) 
Note: Sl all sts pwise with yarn in back 
(wyb).
Row 1: (RS) With B, k1 (edge st; keep in 
garter st), k1, *sl 1, k2; rep from * to last 3 
sts, sl 1, k1, k1 (edge st). 
Row 2: Knit. 

2 (3, 4, 5) STiTcH ONe-ROw BuTTONHOle

Work to where you want the  buttonhole to begin, bring yarn to front, slip one 
purlwise, bring yarn to back (Figure 1). *Slip one purlwise, pass first slipped stitch 
over second; repeat from * one (two, three, four) more time(s). Place last stitch 
back on left needle (Figure 2), turn. Cast-on three (four, five, six) stitches as fol-
lows: *Insert right needle between the first and second stitches on left needle, draw 
up a loop, and place it on the left needle (Figure 3); repeat from * two (three, four, 
five) more times, turn. Bring yarn to back, slip first stitch of left needle onto right 
needle and pass last cast-on stitch over it (Figure 4), work to end of row.

Figure 1

Figure 2
Figure 4

Figure 3

Row 3: With A, k1, *sl 1, k2; rep from * to 
last st, k1.
Row 4: Knit. 
Rep Rows 1–4 for patt.
 
BOdY
With smaller, longer cir needle and A, CO 
182 (190, 198, 206, 218) sts. Do not join. 
Work in twisted 2×2 rib in rows (see Stitch 
Guide) for 13/4", inc 0 (1, 2, 0, 0) st(s) evenly 
on last WS row—182 (191, 200, 206, 218) 
sts. Change to larger cir needle. Join B 

and work Row 1 of houndstooth patt (see 
Stitch Guide) as foll: Work 44 (47, 50, 53, 
56) sts, place marker (pm), work 94 (97, 
100, 100, 106) sts, pm, work in patt to 
end—44 (47, 50, 53, 56) marked sts each 
side for fronts. Cont in patt, maintaining 
edge sts, until piece measures 13, (13, 13, 
14, 14)" from CO, ending with a WS row. 
divide for armholes: (RS) Work 44 (47, 
50, 53, 56) right-front sts, place sts on 
holder. Place 44 (47, 50, 53, 56) left-front 
sts on separate holder. Cont working 
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on 94 (97, 100, 100, 106) back sts only. 
Shape armholes: (RS) Cont in patt, BO 
4 (5, 5, 4, 5) sts at beg of next 2 rows, 3 sts 
at beg of foll 2 rows, then 2 sts at beg of 
foll 2 rows. Dec 1 st each end every RS row 
5 (5, 5, 5, 6) times—66 (67, 70, 72, 74) 
sts rem. Work even in patt until armholes 
measure 10 (101/2, 11, 111/2, 12)". Shape 
shoulders: BO 6 (6, 7, 7, 7) sts at beg of 
next 4 rows, then 6 (6, 6, 6, 8) sts at beg of 
foll 2 rows—30 (31, 30, 32, 30) sts rem. 
Place sts on holder for back neck. 

 RiGHT FRONT
With WS facing, place 44 (47, 50, 53, 56) 
held right-front sts on larger cir needle. 
Cont in patt as established, join yarn at 
armhole edge and shape armhole and neck 
as foll: At armhole edge, BO 4 (5, 5, 4, 5) 
sts once, 3 sts once, then 2 sts once. Then 
dec 1 st at armhole edge every RS row 5 (5, 
5, 5, 6) times—14 (15, 15, 14, 16) sts total 
removed at armhole. At the same time, 
when armhole measures 1/2 (3/4, 1, 11/2, 2)", 
beg neck shaping. At neck edge, dec 1 st 

every RS row 3 (5, 4, 6, 4) times, then every 
4th row 9 (9, 11, 13, 14) times—18 (18, 
20, 20, 22) sts rem for shoulders after all 
armhole and neck shaping. Work even in 
patt until armhole measures same as back 
to shoulder. Shape shoulder as for back. 
 
leFT FRONT
With RS facing, place 44 (47, 50, 53, 56) 
held left-front sts on larger cir needle. 
Cont in patt as established, join yarn at 
armhole edge and beg armhole shaping on 
this first RS row. Work as for right front 
to end. 
 
FiNiSHiNG
Sew shoulder seams. On right front, mark 
placement for 5 buttons as foll: one 1/2" up 
from CO edge, one at beg of neck shaping, 
and the others evenly spaced in between. 
Bands: With smaller, longer cir needle, A, 
and RS facing, beg at bottom right front, 
pick up and knit 214 (218, 222, 234, 238) 
sts evenly up right front, across back neck, 
and down left front. Beg with WS Row 2 
of twisted rib in rows, work until band 
measures 1/2" from pick-up, ending with a 
WS row. Buttonhole row: On left front, 
work 4-st one-row buttonhole (see Glos-
sary) opposite each marked button place-
ment. Cont in rib until band measures 11/4" 
from pick-up. BO all sts. Armbands: With 
smaller, shorter cir needle, A, and RS fac-
ing, beg at underarm, pick up and knit 100 
(104, 108, 112, 116) sts around armhole. 
Pm and join in the rnd. Work in twisted 
rib in rnds (see Stitch Guide) until band 
measures 11/4" from pick-up. BO all sts. 
Sew buttons opposite buttonholes. Weave 
in loose ends. Block to measurements. 
 
Marilyn Murphy is Editorial Director 
of the Yarn Group. Even though she’s 
been  knitting since the age of eight, she 
continues to learn new knitting techniques 
through the pages of Interweave Knits and 
watching the Knitting Daily TV videos. She 
lives in Fort Collins, Colorado.
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