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It is always a good thing to incorporate gifts of nature into artwork—you gain a sense of connectedness to the 

world around you. A farmer’s gift of feathers gathered from his free-range chickens’ coop inspired a run of ideas 

for this designer, who incorporated pheasant quills into these hip, wireworked earrings.

Plucky Feather Earrings
M e l o d y  M a c D u f f e e

Step 1: Cut four 15-link lengths of chain and two 23-link 

lengths. Cut the 22-gauge wire in half. Use round-nose 

pliers to bend one end of each piece of wire to form a 

simple loop. Pass through the fi rst link of a 23-link chain. 

String 3 seed beads, 1 turquoise, 1 rondelle, 1 turquoise, 

and 3 seed beads. Making sure your chain is not twisted, 

pass the wire through the last link of the same 23-link 

chain and curl the wire to form a loop; trim off any extra 

length. Repeat with the other 23-link length of chain and 

the second piece of wire.

Step 2: Using 1" of wire and the needle-nose pliers, make a 

modifi ed head pin by bending the end of the wire just 

enough to cup a 4mm bead. String 1 turquoise. Dab glue 

on the shaft of a feather and pass into the bottom hole 

of the bead (Figure 1). Repeat for 25 more pins and set 

aside to dry. You may want to test the strength of the glue 

bond by tugging gently on the feather. Step 3: Work wrapped loops to attach a beaded head pin to 

each loop of the wire bar. Work wrapped loops to attach 

one beaded head pin to every other link on the 23-link 

chain, beginning with the fi rst free link on one side and 

working your way across. Be sure to wrap the pins onto 

the lower side of each link so that the chain doesn’t get 

twisted. Repeat for the other earring.

Step 4: Using 21⁄2" of 26-gauge wire, form a wrapped loop 

at the end of a 15-link chain. String 1 seed bead, 1 tur-

M a t e r i a l s 
26 pheasant or other feathers about 1" long
20 size 11° amber-toned seed beads
2 brown metallic 5mm rondelles
34 oval 4×6mm turquoise beads
12" of fi ne gold-fi lled chain (1 link = 1.25 mm)
4" of gold-fi lled 22-gauge wire
5' of gold-fi lled 26-gauge wire
1 pair of gold-fi lled ear wires with front-facing loop 

N o t i o n s
Round-nose pliers
Flat-nose pliers
Wire cutters
G-S Hypo Cement

T e c h n i q u e s

Wireworking, stringing

F i n i s h e d  S i z e  35⁄8"

Figure 1 Figure 2

T I P S

• When choosing feathers, make sure the shafts 
are fi ne enough to fi t with a piece of 26-gauge wire 
into the hole of a 4mm fi re-polished bead.
• If the loops of your ear wires aren’t front-facing, 
attach the 15-link chains to a 4–6mm gold-fi lled sol-
dered jump rings instead, then attach those rings to 

the loops on the earring wire.
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quoise, and 1 seed bead. Form a wrapped loop to attach 

the chain to the front-facing loop on the earring wire. 

Repeat to add another chain to the earring loop. Repeat 

again for the second earring.

Step 5: Open the loop on one side of the horizontal bar and 

hook it to the free end of one 15-loop chain. Close the 

loop securely (Figure 2). Repeat on the other end, making 

sure the chains are not twisted. Close the loop securely. 

Repeat to fi nish the second earring. ��

Jewelry artist Melody MacDuffee loves fi nding ways to use nontradi-
tional, not-so-common materials in her pieces. She works part-time 
in a state-of-the-art bead store in Mobile, 
Alabama, where she organizes and teaches 
classes on a variety of beading techniques. 
She is widely published in both bead and 
crochet publications.

Wireworking
To make a simple loop, grasp one end of the wire with round-
nose pliers. Holding on to the wire with one hand, gently 
turn the pliers until the wire end and wire body touch. 
Create a 90° reverse bend where they meet. 
For a wire-wrapped loop, cut the desired length 
of wire and make a 90° bend 2" from one end. 
Use round-nose pliers to hold the wire near the 
angle and bend the short end up and around 
the pliers until it meets itself. Wrap the wire 
tightly down the neck of the wire to create a 
couple of coils. Trim the excess to finish.
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