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Parallel Chain Neckdrape
Two-toned triangle centerpiece.

by Barbara Hance

This necklace was inspired by Stephanie Everett’s tutorial of the 
two-toned parallel chain bracelet. A customer of mine bought 

the bracelet, and asked for a necklace to match. 

 SKILL LEVEL:
Intermediate

 MATERIALS:
48 18-gauge, 3.5mm ID gold-filled 
jump rings
61 18-gauge, 6mm ID sterling jump rings 
16" leather cord

 TOOLS: 
2 pairs chain nose pliers, or 1 pair chain 
nose pliers and 1 pair flat nose pliers 
Paper clips

 TECHNIQUES
Wirework

Photo of finished piece by Jim Lawson; all other photos courtesy of the author.

Tip:
Be sure to close the jump rings completely as 
you work. This will not only make your necklace 
more attractive, it will be more comfortable 
to wear.
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Step 1: Open 10 silver rings and 10 gold rings. Attach 
one gold jump ring to a paper clip and close. 
Place two silver rings through the center of the 
gold ring, and close. 

Step 2: Place two gold rings through the center of the 
two silver rings, and close.   

Step 3: The toothpick shows the path the next silver ring 
will take. Place an open silver ring between the 
two silver rings, around the two gold rings, and 
close. The silver ring will completely encircle the 
two gold rings. 

Step 4: Place a silver ring through the center of the pair 
of gold rings, and close. 

Step 5: Flip the chain over, and place a second silver 
ring through the center of the two gold rings, 
and close. You will have two silver rings attached 
through the center of the two gold rings (one on 
each side of the chain) sandwiching the single 
silver ring placed in Step 4. You have completed 
one parallel chain unit. 

Step 6: To continue, attach two gold rings through the 
center of the two silver rings as in Step 2, and 
continue the pattern until the chain consists 
of five completed units. Count the double gold 
rings as one unit). Add one gold ring through the 
center of the last two silver rings to complete the 
first chain. A gold ring should always start and 
complete each unit. 
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Step 7: Repeat Steps 1-6 for the second level. Continue 
building the second chain until you have 
completed four double gold units. 

Step 8: For the third chain, follow Steps 1-6 until you 
have completed three double gold units. Add a 
gold ring to the last two silver rings. 

Step 9: For the fourth chain, follow Steps 1-6, until you 
have completed two double gold units. Add a 
gold ring to the last two silver rings. 

Step 10: The last chain is just one double gold unit. Follow 
Steps 1-6, adding one gold ring to the last two 
silver rings in the unit to complete.   

Step 11: Assemble the chains together. Arrange all five 
chains from the longest to the shortest, to create 
a V. The chains will be referred to as 1, 2, 3, 4, 
and 5.  Chain 1 is the longest five-unit chain. 

Step 12: Take Chain 1 and lay Chain 2 beneath it. Align 
Chains 1 and 2, so that the two silver rings on 
Chain 2 lie directly beneath the double gold unit 
on Chain 1. Open the gold ring, and place it 
through the center of the single silver ring on 
Chain 1, and close. Open 10 gold rings. Continue 
connecting the two chains together by attaching 
two silver rings on Chain 2 (with one new gold 
ring) to the single silver ring on Chain 1, until 
the two chains are attached. The gold rings on 
the ends of Chain 1 will be left closed.
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Step 13: Align Chain 3 beneath Chain 2. Attach the units, 
continuing across until all units are connected. 

Step 14: Three chains are connected. Notice the gold rings 
attached at the beginning and end of each chain 
are used to attach the first and last unit of each 
strand to the one above it. The only gold rings 
left closed at the ends are on Chain 1. 

Step 15: Connect Chains 4 and 5. 

Step 16: To complete the point of the V, add two gold 
rings through the center of the silver rings in 
Chain 5. Attach two silver rings through the 
center of the two gold rings. 

                         

Step 17: Attach two silver rings through the center of 
the gold rings on the ends of Chain 1. Open the 
rings on the loops of the leather cord, and attach 
through the center of the two silver rings just 
placed. Polish if you desire.  R
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RESOURCES: 
Leather cord from Art Clay World, artclayworld.com.

BARBARA HANCE became interested in designing 
jewelry five years ago. After taking classes in beading, 
wire wrappping,, chain maille, and metal clay, she 
knew she wanted to teach, too. Barbara earned 
her certification as a Senior Instructor for Art Clay, 
and teaches locally. All aspects of jewelry making 
intrigue her, and likes to incorporate different 
mediums and techniques in her designs. Her jewelry 
is sold in local galleries, gift shops, and on her 
Web site: adornmentsbydiane.com. E-mail Barb@
adornmentsbydiane.com

http://www.interweave.com/go/bdsw

