
“Painting with Yarn” Shawl 

                              designed by Laura Bryant©2011

This clever shawl allows you to channel your inner artist,  
working through as many colors as you wish while also using 
up stash!

One Size: approx 18” wide at point, exclusive of fringe,   
   41” from shoulder to bottom

Materials:  
   Approx 24-28 oz of mixed yarns 
   Needles size 11

Preparation: separate yarns into three to four general  
thicknesses: 

Those thick enough to use alone (size 5-6)•	

Thicker yarns that might need a little boost (size 4, •	
which will have a size 2 added to it)

Medium weight yarns that can be doubled (size 3)•	

Thinner yarns that can be tripled or added to a size 4 •	
yarn (size 2)

Very fine yarns that don’t appreciably change gauge •	
but might add color (size 1)

Now, separate the yarns within these piles into color ranges, 
heavy to light. It isn’t important that each color be in the exact 
correct spot; rather, make gentle waves of color. It is also not 
critical that all gauges be exact; the shawl is draped enough to 
accommodate some gauge change, and you never work more 
than one or two rows with the same yarn.

 
Begin Shawl: 
CO 50 sts with a smooth size 5 or 6 yarn from one end of the 
color range. Change yarn at end of every row, using size 5 or 6 
yarns singly; size 4 yarns with a size 2 yarn; size 3 yarns dou-
bled; size 2 yarns tripled; size 1 yarns added when you want 
some extra color. Cut old yarn, leaving a tail of approximately 
8”, and tie new yarn to old with a loose knot. 
   Row 1: K to last 2 sts, k 2 tog. 
   Row 2: K to last 2 sts, inc 1 in next st, k 1.

Repeat these two rows to approx 41”, or desired length to cen-
ter back, working through colors as you go. Play back and forth 
between colors, using yarns you have more of more often and 
yarns you have less of sparingly. When you reach 41”, reverse 
shaping:  
   Row 1: K to last 2 sts, inc 1 in next st, k 1. 
   Row 2: K to last 2 sts, k 2 tog.

Work to 41” or to match other side. BO all sts. Now, on outside 
edge, snug up all knots tightly. On inside edge, French braid 
tails: 



    

   1. Separate center back and isolate first three tails. You may 
choose to do braiding with knots still in  place, or release knots 
for a smoother edge.

 

  2. Begin braiding, pulling firmly but not tightly, and add 
strands as you work around front.

   3. Continue to braid, eliminating strands as they become 
short. Try to leave them on the inside; they will be trimmed 
later.

   4. As you work down the front, roll the edge to the outside so 
that you can more easily leave tails on the inside.

   5. Work to near the end, and then make an overhand knot 
with the last bunch of tails.

   6. Trim all ends. For any ends that are slippery or want to 
poke out, touch them with a dab of Fray-chek (available at 
fabric stores) to hold them.



Alternative construction:  
Instead of changing yarn every row, work two rows with the same yarn: only 
change yarn and tie fringe at the beginning of row 1. This would leave a 
finished edge on the inside and eliminate need for braided edge.


