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CHRISTMAS STOCKING
recycled felt

I HAD THREE FAVORITE SWEATERS—two that were hand-
knitted that I had purchased at a charity auction years ago
and one that was store-bought but still much loved. I wore
the sweaters constantly and had developed a system for
washing them in my washing machine that worked well—
that is until I moved to a new house with a new washer.
The first time I tried my sweater-washing system in my
new house, I ruined all three sweaters irreversibly in one
fell swoop. Even though they were now too small and mis-
shapen to fit even my lanky tween niece, I held on to them.
I knew I could salvage them. I tucked them away for a
rainy-day project. That rainy-day project turned out to be
a snowy-day project. I pulled them out as the first flakes of
snow fell in the holiday season and designed Christmas
stockings for my family.

I made a paper template of a Christmas stocking—gen-
erous in size, with ample room for treats. I pinned parts of
the sweaters to the template and cut out the pieces, then
used a blanket stitch and matching handspun yarn to sew
the pieces together in a crazy quilt fashion. I left in but-
tonholes and pockets and used collars and cuffs for trim.
I used scraps for loops to hang the stockings. I made three
stockings and have enough fabric left for another stock-
ing, should the occasion arise.
(See stocking template, next page.)

Blanket Stitch

Bring threaded needle out from back to
front at the center of a knitted stitch.
*Insert needle at center of next stitch
to the right and two rows up, and out at
the center of the stitch two rows below.
Repeat from *.
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Christmas stocking

NOTE: Template shown
at 50% actual size. 

Photocopy to 200% for
appropriate use.

Buttons


