
THIS CASUAL BAG was inspired by my love of mys-
tery novels. The embroidery on the flap—Locus
Delicti—is Latin for “scene of the crime.” The
embroidery inside the flap (“Move along, nothing
to see here”) covers the back of my stitching and
reinforces the mystery theme.

Felt the sweater in the washing machine. Once
the fabric has dried, cut off the sleeves. Cut the
body of the sweater into two rectangles. Cut the
sleeves into pieces measuring 14 inches long and
3 inches wide. You will need three pieces—two for
the sides of the bag and one for the bottom.

Sew the sides to the front and back of the bag,
allowing for at least 1⁄2" to 1 inch for the seam. Sew
the bottom to the bag.
Using two strands of embroidery floss, embroider
around the edges of the bag. Continue overlapping
stitches with random colors until the edges are
mostly covered.

Draw the phrase in the middle of the bag using
a pen or pencil that will mark on fabric. Embroi-
der over the text using two or three strands of floss.

Cut a piece of felt 6" by 2". Freehand embroider
with the “Move along. . .” phrase. Attach to the
back of the bag flap using Velcro. Reinforce with a
few extra stitches along the edge.
Cut the belt in half. Using the Velcro, attach one-
half of the belt 3 to 4 inches down one side of the
bag. Reinforce by stitching through the open holes
in the belt.

Tips
The V neck reduced the potential size of the bag,
but I loved the color so much that I bought it any-
way. A crewneck sweater would give you a few more
inches of fabric to work with.

For bolder embellishment, try wool thread
instead of cotton embroidery floss. Y
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MYSTERIOUS MESSENGER BAG
recycled felt

Materials

• Man’s leather belt, 42"
• Man’s extra-large wool sweater
• DMC embroidery floss: light maroon (#3860), light yellow (#677), laven-

der (#318), light green (#647)
• Tools
• Scissors
• Industrial strength Velcro
• Needle
• Sewing machine
• Measuring tape
• Marking pencil or pen
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