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A KNITS DESIGN IS  
SOPHISICATED, RICH,  

ALLURING & TIMELESS.
submissions due 12/5/16 / holiday 2017

Big, Soft & Cozy 
This story celebrates big, plump yarn—we are looking for knit 
accessories that use chunky, super chunky, and mega chunky 
fibers. Imagine big cowls, scarves, hats, and blankets made in 
these enveloping yarns. Play with proportions to make a mega 
scarf or scale it back for a practical hat. Either way, this  story is 
about big, comfortable, statement accessories.

The Island of Most-Loved Toys
What kid (or grown-up) doesn’t want to wake up on an island 
of toys? Animals, birds, dreidls, snowflakes, strings of lights, 
food—almost anything can inspire a stuffie, a puppet, or a 
holiday countdown calendar. Toys can teach numbers and 
counting, tell stories about traditions, inspire creativity, or just 
make people smile and laugh. Whether they’re decorative, 
nostalgic, or playful, these small projects are perfect for last-
minute gift-giving. Celebrate the season with cuteness.

HOLIDAY 2017 ISSUE 

Dear Designers,
We want to explore diverse winter celebrations in our Holiday 2017 issue of Interweave Knits. There’s a reason cul-
tures in the Northern Hemisphere tend to have big festivals around the winter solstice on December 21 or 22: once 
people survive the longest night of the year, daylight hours will slowly increase until spring returns. Friends, gifts, 
music, and lights help drive away the darkness. These festivals (Yule, Christmas, Hannukah, Dongzhi, Shab-e Yalda, 
Kwanzaa, New Year’s Day, Festivus) generally emphasize the year’s end and new beginnings. For this issue of Holi-
day, translate the emotions of love, fellowship, and remembrance—the hallmarks of winter celebrations—into knit 
accessories, toys, and home décor items. Remember, a Knits design is one that challenges and excites the knitter, 
but for which the pattern is efficient and practical. A Knits design toes the line between traditional and contempo-
rary; it makes sense in the real world but harkens back to other times, other styles, other cultures. A Knits design is 
sophisicated, rich, alluring, and timeless.

Each issue of Interweave Knits offers a cohesive collection of designs organized around subtle themes. Consider 
the themes below as prompts; let them serve as a way to get thinking. More than anything, however, we want to 
see what you’re excited about. For tips and specific requirements, please review the contributor  and submission 
guidelines: http://www.knittingdaily.com/content/InterweaveKnitsContributorGuidelines.aspx

Patterns and projects due March 8, 2017

For further inspiration please see our moodboard: https://www.pinterest.com/meggospurls/knits-holiday-2017/

Thank you, 
Meghan Babin & Deb Gerish, co-editors
meghan.babin@fwcommunity.com
deb.gerish@fwcommunity.com
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So Many Accessories! 
Mittens, socks, scarves, shawls, and hats provide a small canvas 
to explore new stitch patterns and technqiues. We’re looking 
for traditional  colorwork, cables, and texture for sophisticated, 
eye-catching knits. Think about accessories for women, men, 
and children alike—create a “family” of mittens, hats, or socks 
distinguished either by size, color palette, or stitch pattern. 

Solstice Hearth & Home
In winter we look inward to home. It’s a time for bundling up, 
spending time with our loved ones, enjoying the warmth of a 
fire, and making our home inviting and festive for the winter 
holidays. What makes your house a home? Think about your 
favorite home décor—blankets, table runners, placemats, rugs, 
candle rings, wall hangings, and knickknacks. These projects 
don’t have to be holiday-themed, but they do have to be 
pieces you’ll love long after the holiday decorations have been 
packed away.


