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knit incomplete 
squares and blocks
“Incomplete” squares are worked just like regular squares, but the 
stitches are bound off after just six garter ridges have been worked.  
This produces L-shaped motifs, that when joined into blocks, form  
an unusual openwork pattern.

Making an incoMplete Square
The following instructions are for making two sizes, which is all that 
is specified for the projects in this book. But, once you understand 
the principle behind the construction, you can make unfinished 
squares in any size—simply work as for a regular square but bind 
off the stitches when the desired number of garter ridges has been 
worked.

K-CO 25 (31) sts. (The incomplete square in the photograph 
began with 25 stitches.)
Row 1: (WS) Knit to the last st, p1 (edge st). Note: The first stitch 
of subsequent rows will always be slipped, but you need to  
anchor it by knitting it on Row 1.
Row 2: (RS) Sl 1 kwise (edge st), k10 (13), sl 1 kwise, k2tog, 
psso, k10 (13), p1 (edge st)—2 sts decreased. 
Rows 3, 5, 7, and 9: Sl 1 knitwise, knit to the last st, p1.
Row 4: Sl 1 kwise, k9 (12), sl 1 kwise, k2tog, psso, k9 (12), 
p1—21 (27) sts.
Row 6: Sl 1 kwise, k8 (11), sl 1 kwise, k2tog, psso, k8 (11), 
p1—19 (25) sts.

Row 8: Sl 1 kwise, k7 (10), sl 1 kwise, k2tog, psso, k7 (10), 
p1—17 (23) sts.
Row 10: Sl 1 kwise, k6 (9), sl 1 kwise, k2tog, psso, k6 (9), p1—15 
(21) sts.
Row 11: Sl 1 kwise, knit to last st, p1—6 garter ridges on RS.
BO all sts knitwise (do not slip the first st) and at the same time 
work a double decrease on the center 3 sts as before—13 (19) sts 
total BO.
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11 2 5 8

12 1 4 7
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publishers of Interweave Knits magazine…join the online knitting community at KnittingDaily.com
Visit the online store at shop.interweave.com/knitting for more great patterns!

Incomplete Squares originally published in Knit to be Square (Interweave, 2008). ©Interweave Press LLC.  Not to be reprinted. All rights reserved.

page 2



publishers of Interweave Knits magazine…join the online knitting community at KnittingDaily.com
Visit the online store at shop.interweave.com/knitting for more great patterns!

Incomplete Squares originally published in Knit to be Square (Interweave, 2008). ©Interweave Press LLC.  Not to be reprinted. All rights reserved.

page �

How to Join incoMplete  
SquareS into a Block
The block shown on page 111 is made up of 3 panels, each made 
up of 3 incomplete squares. For the first panel, the “squares”  
are worked one on top of another. The second panel is worked in 
a series of 3 “squares” (also worked from the bottom up) that are 
attached to the right edge of “squares” in the first panel as they 
are knitted. The third panel is worked along the right edge of the 
second. To give a symmetrical look to the block, knitted “tabs” are 
added along the two straight sides of the block. 

To practice knitting and joining incomplete squares to form a 
block, gather three colors of sportweight yarn and needles  
suitable for this yarn weight (sizes 3 to 5 [3.25 to 3.73] mm).  
In this example, Color 1 is lavender, Color 2 is light blue, and Color 
3 is chartreuse. Use the finished block as a decorative  
hot pad for your table.

PaneL 1
‹ Incomplete Square 1
With Color 1, K-CO 31 sts.
Row 1: (WS) Knit to the last st, pl (edge st).
Row 2: (RS) Sl 1 kwise, k13, sl 1 kwise, k2tog, psso, k13, 
p1—29 sts. 

Row 3: Sl1 kwise, knit to the last st, pl.
Row 4: Sl 1 kwise, knit to 1 st before the center st (i.e., k12),  
sl 1 kwise, k2tog, psso, knit to the last st (i.e., k12), pl—2 sts 
decreased. 
Rep Rows 3 and 4 until 21 sts rem, then rep Row 3 once more 
6—garter ridges on RS. BO to the last st kwise (do not slip the 
first st), working a double decrease as before on the center 3 
sts—19 sts total BO; 1 st rem (end st).
‹ Incomplete Square 2
Rotate Square 1 so that the left selvedge edge is at the top and 
the end st is at the right edge. With Color 2, K-CO 9 new sts (10 
sts on left needle), then knit these 10 sts, then pick-knit 5 sts 
along the upper side of the previous square (1 st after each garter 
ridge), go “around the corner”of the left side of the same square 
and pick-knit 1 st in the nearest CO loop, turn work, and K-CO 
15 more sts—31 sts total. Work as for Square 1.
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‹ Incomplete Square 3
With Color 3, work as for 
Square 2, picking up sts along 
the top of Square 2. BO the 
end st.

PaneL 2
Work a series of incomplete squares along the right edge of 
Panel 1 as follows.
‹ Incomplete Square 4
With Color 3, K-CO 15 new sts, pick-knit 1 st “around the 
corner” under Square 1 (in the upper right CO loop), pick-knit 6 
sts evenly spaced (1 st after each garter ridge) along the same 
square (the last st is picked up under both loops of the outer-
most BO st), turn work, K-CO 8 new sts, turn work again, and 
pick-knit 1 st “around the corner” under Square 2 (in the far right 
CO loop)—31 sts total. Work as for Square 1, beg the first row 
with sl 1 pwise with yarn in front (wyf).
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‹ Incomplete Square 6
With Color 2, work as for Square 5, picking up sts along the 
upper edge of Square 5 and right edge of Square 3. BO the 
end st of Square 6.

PaneL 3
Work three squares as for Panel 2, picking up sts along the 
edge of Squares 4, 5, and 6, and working with Color 2, Color 3, 
and Color 1, respectively.

‹ Tabs
To make all four edges of the block look the same, you’ll 
need to knit little “tabs” on Squares 1, 2, 3, 4, and 7. To avoid 
confusion, these tabs continue the numbering sequence of the 
squares.
‹ Tab 10
Turn the block so that Squares 1, 2, and 3 (Panel 1) are at the 
top. Beg where Square 2 meets Square 3, count 6 CO loops 
from left to right along the top of Square 3. With Color 1 and 
working from right to left, pick-knit 1 st in each of these 6 loops, 
then turn work and K-CO 8 new sts—14 sts total. Knit the tab 
while attaching it to the picked-up sts as foll:
Row 1: (WS) K7, sl 1 pwise with yarn in back (wyb), k1, psso, 
turn work—13 sts.
Row 2: (RS) Sl 1 pwise with yarn in front (wyf), k6, p1.
Row 3: Sl 1 kwise, k6, sl 1, k1, psso, turn work—12 sts.
Row 4: Sl 1 kwise, k6, p1.
Rep Rows 3 and 4 until all the pick-knitted sts have been  
used and only 8 sts rem, ending with a WS row. With RS facing 
and slipping the first st pwise wyf, BO all sts—6 garter ridges 
on RS.
‹ Tab 11
Count 6 CO loops from left to right (where Square 1 meets 
Square 2) along the top of Square 2. With Color 3, pick-knit 1 
st in each of these 6 loops, then K-CO 8 new sts—14 sts total. 
Work as for Tab 10.
‹ Tab 12
Count 6 CO loops from the left edge of Square 1. With Color 2, 
pick-knit 1 st in each of these 6 loops, then K-CO 8 new sts—14 
sts total. Work as for Tab 10.

‹ Incomplete Square 6
With Color 2, work as for Square 5, picking up sts along the 
upper edge of Square 5 and right edge of Square 3. BO the 
end st of Square 6.

Pane
Work three squares as for Panel 2, picking up sts along the 
edge of Squares 4, 5, and 6, and working with Color 2, Color 3, 
and Color 1, respectively.

‹ Tabs
To make all four edges of the block look the same, you’ll 
need to knit little “tabs” on Squares 1, 2, 3, 4, and 7. To avoid 
confusion, these tabs continue the numbering sequence of the 
squares.
‹ Tab 10
Turn the block so that Squares 1, 2, and 3 (Panel 1) are at the 
top. Beg where Square 2 meets Square 3, count 6 CO loops 
from left to right along the top of Square 3. With Color 1 and 
working from right to left, pick-knit 1 st in each of these 6 loops, 
then turn work and K-CO 8 new sts—14 sts total. Knit the tab 
while attaching it to the picked-up sts as foll:
Row 1:
turn work—13 sts.
Row 2: 
Row 3: 
Row 4: 
Rep Rows 3 and 4 until all the pick-knitted sts have been  
used and only 8 sts rem, ending with a WS row. With RS facing 
and slipping the first st pwise wyf, BO all sts—6 garter ridges 

‹ Incomplete Square 5
Hold the needle with the end st in your left hand and with  
Color 1, K-CO 9 more sts—10 sts on needle. Knit these 10  
sts, then pick-knit 5 sts evenly spaced (1 st after each garter 
ridge) along upper edge of Square 4, 1 st in the gap between 
Squares 4, 1, and 2, and 6 sts evenly spaced along the right 
edge of Square 2, turn work, K-CO 8 new sts, turn work again, 
pick-knit 1 st “around the corner” under Square 3 in the far right 
CO loop—31 sts total. Work as for Square 1 but beg the first 
row with sl 1 pwise wyf.



To make a simple
embellishment for a pillow, work the 

sample block in a single color of wool 
yarn, felt it, and attach it to a coordinat-

ing pillow with decorative buttons.

‹ Tab 13
Turn the block so that Squares 1, 4, and 7 are at the top.  
With Color 3, pick-knit 1 st in each of the first 6 CO loops at 
the right edge of Square 1, then turn work and K-CO 8 new 
sts—14 sts total. Work as for Tab 10.
‹ Tab 14 
With Color 2, pick-knit 1 st in each of the first 6 CO loops 
at the right edge of Square 4, then K-CO 8 new sts—14 sts 
total. Work as for Tab 10.
‹ Tab 15
With Color 1, pick-knit 1 st in each of the first 6 CO loops 
at the right edge of Square 7, then K-CO 8 new sts—14 sts 
total. Work as for Tab 10.
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Brenda H2357  
�Shown in Colorway H2357-03

A unique design, this jacket
has an oversized shawl collar
and elegantly asymmetrical
front closure, but the back
feature is equally captivating.
Note the unusual domino
shaping that creates strong

rectangular lines for
the back.  It is sure
to catch attention
coming and going.
Available in 3
colorways.
Sizing S/M, L/XL 

ViviAN HØXBRO
DESIGN COLLECTION KITS
DISTR IBUTED BY HARRISVILLE DESIGNS

Pop  H2359
�Shown in H2359

Lolli’s sweet sister, Pop, is
the same basic pullover,
complete with neck flap
opening and front slits, but
there is no alternating main
color stripes, just a riot of
candy colored stripes.
Sizing S-XXL.
One colorway.

Abstract  H2360 
�Shown in Colorway H2360-01

A dramatic stole, knit in the
domino technique, this design

will create
conversation
wherever you go.
Available in two
colorways.

One size.

�Shown in Colorway
H2360-02

Lines  H2304
Shown in Colorway H2304-01�

This shawl has great stepped
shaping with a unique visual
line change from front to back.
The front lines are horizontal
and on the
back the lines
are vertical.
Available in 3
colorways.
One size.

Lolli H2358SS 
Shown in Colorway H2358-03�

A delightful pullover sweater with a
flap opening at the neck and two
slits in the front, it is knit in candy
colored stripes alternating with a
main color. This is an
easy sweater to make
and a fun sweater to
wear. It is available in
four colorways. 
Sizing S-XXL
Shown in Colorway H2358-01�

Net Scarf H5001
�Shown in Colorway H5001-09

The Net Scarf provides a great
deal of drama, for not a lot of
knitting. It is knit with large
holes in the domino technique

then felted in the
washing machine.
This is a fun acces-
sory to knit and to
wear. Available in 8
colorways.
One size.

http://www.harrisville.com



