
Fulling or "felting" is the process of washing 
woven cloth so that it shrinks. The amount 

of shrinkage determines the  density of the 
wool. Fulled projects are great for new weavers. 
The fulling process hides any irregularities, so 
there is no need to fret about those edges!

W e av i n g  t h e  B ag
Step 1:  Wind the two warps—one red and one 
orange—following the specifications at left.  

Step 2: Starting at either the far left or right-
side of the rigid heddle, thread all the red ends, 
then thread the orange ends.

Step 3: Tie the warp onto the back apron rod 
and wind the warp onto the back beam, laying 
smooth paper between the warp layers. Tie the 
warp onto the front rod and tension the warp.

Step 4: Wind two stick shuttles, one with red 
and one with orange. Weave a few inches with 
scrap yarn to spread the warp. Leaving a 36'' 
tail, weave a few picks of red. Using the tail, 
hemstitch going over two wefts and around two 
warps. Continuing weaving with the red for 
91⁄2''. Switch to orange and weave 41⁄2''. Finish 
by weaving 91⁄2'' of red and hemstitch.

Step 5: Remove the fabric from the loom and 
the scrap yarn from the warp. Trim the warp 
3⁄4'' from the hemstitching.   

F i n i s h i n g
Step 1: Fold the bag in half lengthwise so that 
the inner edge of the orange stripes line up. Fold 
the hemstitching over and pin. Thread a tapestry 
needle with 1 yard of red yarn. Using the baseball 
stitch, sew  the open side and bottom together.

Step 2: Turn the bag inside out. Fold 11⁄2'' of the 
open end of the bag  toward the inside.  Thread a 

tapestry needle with red yarn. Place each magnet 
11⁄2'' from the edge of the bag  between the 
layers of folded fabric (two on each end of the 
bag). Secure the magnets using long stitches that 
hold will the magnet in place, the stitches will be 
seen. Be sure that the  pairs of magnets line up 
so that they adhere to one another. 

Step 3: Machine wash the bag on the regular 
cycle and use delicate soap.  When the agitator 
engages, check the bag every minute to see how 
the fulling is progressing. This bag is heavily 
fulled. It will probably take the entire cycle, 
however there is no going back so check!

Step 4: Lay the bag on a towel to dry. Using  a 
fabric pencil and a ruler draw a straight line  on 
both sides of the bag 11⁄2'' from the top of the 
bag and 11⁄2'' from each side.  Using a pair of 
sharp scissors cut along the lines.

Step 5: Thread a tapestry needle with orange 
thread and using the buttonhole stitch sew along 
the cut openings.

  
 L i z  G i p s o n   

Handwoven Tool Bag
 tWo skeins oF yarn create a Wee little tote

structure  
Plainweave.

equipment
Rigid-heddle loom,  
12" weaving width; 

7.5-dent rigid heddle;  
2 stick shuttles.

Yarns
Warp and weft: 8-ply DK 
weight wool (997 yd/lb,  

Tekapo by Ashford),  
Dark Red (#52) 131 yd, 

Orange (#9) 34 yd.

other 
materiaLs

5⁄8'' ceramic disc mag-
nets, tapestry needle. 

Warp LenGth
90 ends 43'' long 

(allows 20" for take-up 
and loom waste).

setts
Warp: 7.5 epi. 

Weft: 7 ppi brown. 

dimensions
Width in the reed: 12". 

Woven length: 23".
Finished size after 

washing: 7" × 8".
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                            as seen on knitting daily tv

This  tiny tote has magnet  closures that 
are sewn and felted in place.  

sponsored by the 
spinning and Weaving 

association

visit our website to 
find a shop near you.

spinweave.org
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