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From the Editor
A N I T A  O S T E R H A U G

I
am prone to ear worms, those tunes that get stuck in one’s head. (I was amazed 

recently to learn that this is a legitimate scientifi c term and that people actually 

study the phenomenon.) As I worked on this issue of Handwoven, the song that 

kept playing in my head was the theme song to the Stephen Sondheim musical 

A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the Forum: “Something familiar, something 

peculiar, something for everyone, a comedy tonight.” I take my duties as editor very 

seriously, and yet this zany lyric kept playing in my head.

No one knows where ear worms come from, but  as I thought about this one, I 

realized it was a metaphor for my editorial goals. Weavers are a diverse community. 

Some of us have woven for decades, some are just beginning. Some love the latest 

loom technology, and some love simple looms or weaving with no loom at all. 

Some do production weaving, and some revel in slow, hand-controlled weaves.  

Handwoven really does need to off er something for everyone. Although I’ll try to 

avoid the overtly peculiar, it should also be fun! In that spirit, this issue brings you 

innovative materials and techniques in Sarah Jackson’s huck-lace tunic, Kate Lange-

McKibben’s bright raffi  a placemats, and Robyn Lynde’s clever V-shawl. Weavers of 

all levels will enjoy the serene simplicity of Tom Knisely’s linen rugs and the 

exuberance of Coreen Hartig’s Pacifi c Waves scarves. For the adventurous, Sandra 

Doak shares a journey of discovery and invites you to embark on your own. 

The other subliminal truth imparted by my ear worm is that Handwoven is and 

should be a forum. I love old magazines because they are a time capsule, a snap-

shot of the aspirations, knowledge, and concerns of the reader community in that 

moment. This issue is no exception: Robyn Spady’s hemp towels article and 

Michelle Belson and Katzy Luhring’s Endnotes invite us to help save the world “a 

thread at a time.”  Weavers are exceptional, so who better to take on this quest?

This issue also marks the beginning of my journey as your editor. I invite you to 

be my traveling companions. Please write and tell me what you like or don’t like, 

what you want more of, and please consider contributing your weaving and your 

ideas to future issues. I look forward to knowing you better.

F U T U R E  T H E M E S
May/June 2012  Expand Your Weaving Repertoire
Explore the possibilities with three versatile weaves: taqueté, diversifi ed 
plain weave, and the many looks of waffl  e weave—on rigid-heddle looms or 
with two, four, or eight shaft s.
September/October 2012  Garment Issue: Look, Ma, No Sleeves! 
From simple to sophisticated, loom-shaped to tailored, this issue brings an array 
of fun-to-weave sleeveless garments to fl atter every body, plus sewing  and 
designing tips, and more!
November/December 2012  Embellish and Adorn
Enhance your weaving and showcase your other textile talents with projects 
that combine weaving with beading, braiding, embroidery, surface design, 
even knitting.
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