
© Interweave Press LLC. Not to be reprinted. All rights reserved. weavingtoday.com   |   1

From the Editor
 m a d E l y n  v a n  d E r  H o o g t

I f  you are like me, you might feel intimidated by this issue of Handwoven. there 
is a lot of sewing in it. don’t get me wrong, I know how to sew. (Saying that, 
however,  reminds me of when I was about six and my mother took me to the 

local swimming pool and told me I was going to take swimming lessons. I eyed 
the pool and the kids and the lifeguards and said, “I already know how to swim.” 
this was because whenever we went to the beach and I saw my father walk into 
the water, she would say “He is going swimming.” I knew how to do that.) 

I learned how to sew in my junior high school home ec class. We had a state-
of-the-art home ec room with four kitchen stations and maybe eight sewing sta-
tions. I loved the kitchen stations, where I learned how to cook. Each one had a 
stove and a darling miniature sink. We got to eat what we cooked at the end of 
each cooking lesson. I remember that we made corn bread, macaroni and cheese  
casserole, and green Jell-o mold. the class was divided into teams of six to cook 
the lesson of the day, so each person either had a part of the recipe to prepare or 
a part of the cleanup. So I learned how to prepare and eat macaroni and cheese 
casserole with five other people.

the sewing machines were lined up along a table on one wall. We did a lot of 
cutting and pinning and basting and then waited in line for a seat at a machine. the 
sewing machines were Whites, and I got one for Christmas after the class. It sewed 
forward and backward and had a zipper foot. We made a gym bag (first project), and 
I learned how to put a safety pin in a cord and push it around inside a hem for a 
drawstring. the next project was a gathered cotton skirt, and I learned how to make 

a placket and sew on a waistband. 
When I learned how to weave (which took 

longer than swimming, sewing, or cooking),  
I thought I should make beautiful things to wear 
in addition to towels and table runners, so I got a 
sewing machine recommended by Consumer 
Reports. It has an lEd readout for hundreds of 
stitches that you can’t read without a magnifying 
glass. Even though I have to have a friend thread 
it, I want to use it to make beautiful things to 
wear like the garments in this issue. I think I need 
a real sewing class.

F U T U R E  T H E M E S
November/December 2011  Understanding Blocks  
Projects in this issue all use the same two-block profile draft, each in a 
different weave structure (doubleweave, overshot, summer and winter, 
Atwater-Bronson lace, and more). The two-block design is posted on 
weavingtoday.com as a reader’s challenge. Visit us there!
January/February 2012  Color-and-Weave  
Log cabin, shadow weave, and a special section on towels are the focus of this 
issue. Learn several methods for designing fabulous shadow-weave fabrics.
March/April 2012  A New Look at Plant Fibers  
Cotton and linen have long been staples on weavers’ shelves. This issue gives tips 
for weaving and finishing with these yarns—plus new ones: hemp, bamboo, 
pine, pineapple, ramie, nettles, paper, and more!
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Madelyn and former Editorial Assistant  
Lee Anderst try to sew a seam.


