
Yarn Lab

Holiday Glitz
by Karen Donde and Barb Butler

As weavers, we are used to weaving yarns 
that happily do our bidding. We love fi ne 
silk, Tencel, linen, bamboo, and cotton, 
which interlace cooperatively for plain 
weave, twills, or block patterns whether used 
alone or with each other. When we tried 
weaving with Louisa Harding Sari Ribbon, the 
subject of this Yarn Lab, it gave us a sly wink as if 
to say, “You’re going to have to do better than that.” 

Louisa Harding Sari Ribbon
THE YARN: 90% nylon/10% metallic, 132 yd/100 g or 603 yd/lb.

Sari ribbon likes to play. This 5⁄8" wide polyamide (nylon) ribbon has a 1⁄8" wide center stripe of fi ne metallic mesh. It is available in eight 

variegated colorways. Our test yarn, Glint, was tints and shades of blue, ranging from navy to gray. It arrived from Halcyon Yarn together 

with an assortment of their silk and pearl cotton in similar colorways. 

For weaving, we agreed that sari ribbon is most eff ective as a supplementary warp. Here it can shimmer to its heart’s content on the 

surface of the cloth without being constrained by every weft pick. As weft, alternated with a thin 2/30 silk weft in a widely sett 3/2 pearl 

cotton warp, the ribbon would add sparkle to holiday table decor or a pretty evening bag. Lined, the fabric could make interesting 

clothing, but we didn’t like the feel of the ribbon against the skin.

Finally, we decided that the ribbon wanted to play with other colors and textures, so we included several ends in a random warp that 

included contrasting colors of rayon chenille and a few other pearl cottons from the stash. This perked things up a bit, and the chenille 

added some soft textures to contrast with the rough metallic. Woven with the 2/30 silk, it created a bright striped fabric that would 

make a fabulous tote bag or pillow.
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Plain Weave
For this sample, we combined the ribbon with 2/12 silk in the 

warp and 2/30 silk in the weft. The plain-weave sample had the 

best hand, but it’s a bit scratchy where the metallic mesh is on the 

surface. Variegation and peekaboo metallic mesh add visual inter-

est. We think it would work well as a skirt or other piece of light-

weight clothing so long as it’s lined.

SAMPLE YARNS: 2/12 Gemstone Silk (navy) and 2/30 Gem-

stone Silk (navy and silver)

SETT: 16 epi of silk with 7 ends sari ribbon spaced every inch at 

8 epi.

DIMENSIONS: Width on the loom: 8.25"; width after wet-fi nish-
ing: 7.25"; draw-in and shrinkage: 12%. Woven length: 8.75"; 
length after wet-fi nishing: 7.75"; take-up and shrinkage: 11%.
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Technical Recommendations
ELASTICITY: As a warp yarn, Louisa Harding Sari 

Ribbon is a bit stretchy compared to silk and 

cotton, so it needs careful attention during 

beaming. Our warps were short, but over a longer 

length, it might cause tension issues. 

SETT CONSIDERATIONS: Sari ribbon tends to 

fold over itself as it comes through the heddle and 

reed, hiding the glitzy metallic inside the nylon. 

We recommend denting the ribbon by itself in a 

6-dent reed or even leaving an empty dent on 

either side to get more sparkle to the inch.

BEAT: As a weft, the ribbon should be beaten 

very lightly because it is easily crushed. It takes a 

good bit of fi ddling and untwisting if you want 

the metallic to show on the surface of every pick.

WET-FINISHING: Because the sari ribbon is 

largely nylon, avoid high temperatures for 

washing, drying, or ironing. To be safe, use a press 

cloth. Our samples were washed by hand in tepid 

water, squeezed in a rolled-up towel, tumble 

dried on a low-heat, gentle cycle, and pressed 

with a medium iron and a press cloth.
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Plain Weave with 

Supplementary Warp
Barb was disenchanted with this sample on the 

loom, but we liked it much better after wet-fi nish-

ing. Supplementary warps threw off  the beat a little, 

but this ribbon loves sitting on top of the fabric, 

which also features 3/2 pearl cotton in the warp 

and 2/30 silk in the weft. Sometimes a little glitz 

goes a long way. This fabric would make an excel-

lent lined vest or jacket, or a table runner.

SAMPLE YARNS: 3/2 pearl cotton (navy and silver) 

and 2/30 Gemstone Silk (navy)

SETT: 110 epi for the pearl cotton; 2 ends sari 

ribbon threaded as supplementary warp and 

weighted separately off  the back beam. Sleyed with 

adjacent cotton end.

DIMENSIONS: Width on loom: 7.75"; after wet-
fi nishing: 6.375"; draw-in and shrinkage: 18%. 

woven length: 8.5"; after wet-fi nishing: 7.5"; take 
up and shrinkage: 12%.

Plain Weave with 

Thick and Thin Wefts
A very light beat gives this textile plenty of sparkle. 

It would make a pretty placemat as long as you 

don’t put hot plates on it, which would melt the 

nylon. The 3/2 pearl cotton warp and thin 2/30 silk 

weft give it stability, but it has a lot of stretch on the 

bias. We think this fabric could also make a nice 

table runner or evening bag.

SAMPLE YARNS: 3/2 pearl cotton (navy and 

silver) and 2/30 Gemstone Silk (navy)

SETT: 110 epi pearl cotton; 2 ends sari ribbon 

threaded as supplementary warp and weighted 

separately off  the back beam. Sleyed with adja-

cent cotton end.

DIMENSIONS: Width on loom: 8"; after wet-fi n-
ishing: 7"; draw-in and shrinkage: 13%. Woven 
length: 8.75"; length after wet-fi nishing: 7.75"; take 
up and shrinkage: 11%. 

Plain Weave with Random 

Vertical Stripes
Karen went into her stash to add a variety of color 

and texture to this sample. The ribbon ends com-

pressed quite a bit in this closer-sett warp, but the 

fuzzy chenille contrasted nicely with the rough me-

tallic and the smooth cotton. Samples woven with 

rayon chenille weft were less successful because 

the ribbon was almost completely obscured.

SAMPLE YARNS: 3/2 pearl cotton (navy, silver, 

light blue, and purple), 5/2 pearl cotton (red), 

rayon chenille (black, taupe, and medium blue)

SETT: 8 epi for ribbon, about 20 epi for 5/2 

cotton, 16 epi for all others.

DIMENSIONS: Width on loom: 7.5"; width after 
wet-fi nishing: 7"; draw-in and shrinkage: 7%. 

Woven length: 8.875"; length after wet-fi nishing: 
8"; take-up and shrinkage: 10%.

Close up of the Louisa Harding 

Sari Ribbon in Dew. 

PHOTO COURTESY OF HALCYON YARN

HW_70-71_Yarnlab f.indd   71 9/14/12   11:08 AM

09142012110936




