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From the Editor
 m a d E l y n  v a n  d E r  H o o g t

I f I weren’t a happy weaver/editor, I’d like to be a novelist (I’d really like to be an 
opera singer, but lack of a voice is a problem). What I know the most about, 
however, is weaving. It’s hard to figure out a compelling plot for a novel about 

weaving. We’ve all learned the vocabulary of police/detective novels, law novels, 
spy novels—we’ve even learned Swedish geography—but is the public ready for 
treadles and heddles? not only that, but it’s hard to dream up a plot whose main 
characters are bent over looms all day long.

any other subject I can think of has been done superlatively by someone else. 
annie dillard, in An American Childhood, wrote all the words I wish I’d written about 
growing up in a city in the 1950s. Jane Smiley, in A Thousand Acres, gave the insights 
about the death of the family farm that during my back-to-the-land years I thought 
were original to me. and Jonathan Franzen has delivered every perception a post 
flower child could ever have wanted to share with the world (if any remain unsaid, 
he’ll probably get them in his next book).

another problem I’d have as a novelist is that I never kept a journal. Surely their  
journals have to be the sources of these writers’ incomparable capacity to include the 
time- and place-specific details an ordinary person could not possibly remember.  
Especially someone like me. 

Unfortunately, nora Ephron has already written that book, too: it’s called  
I Remember Nothing. She tells how she was backstage when the Beatles were on 
the Ed SullIvAN Show, in front of the White House when nixon resigned, and at 
the march on Washington in 1967—but she remembers nothing about these 
events. my favorite line of hers in this book is:  “I was not at Woodstock, but I might 
as well have been because I wouldn’t remember it anyway.”  I can so relate.

I don’t know why it is that I can’t remember specifics about events, but ask me 
the threading for huck lace, and I can come right up with it, any time, anywhere.  
If there were a way to work this detail into a thriller or a romance or even a short 
story, I’d give it a shot. meanwhile, I’m weaving. I’ll wish I had written it, though, if 
someone writes the perfect novel about huck lace.

F U T U R E  T H E M E S
September/October 2011  A Special All-Garment Issue!  
This issue features handwovens to wear: loom-shaped and tailored! Projects 
include the winners of the Väv Garment Challenge.
November/December 2011  Understanding Blocks  
Projects in this issue all use the same two-block profile draft, each in a 
different weave structure (doubleweave, overshot, summer and winter, 
Atwater-Bronson lace, and more). The two-block design is posted on 
weavingtoday.com as a reader’s challenge. Visit us there!
January/February 2012  Color-and-Weave  
Log cabin, shadow weave, and a special section on towels are the focus of this 
issue. Learn several methods for designing fabulous shadow-weave fabrics.
March/April 2012  A New Look at Plant Fibers  
Cotton and linen have long been staples on weavers’ shelves. This issue gives tips 
for weaving and finishing with these yarns—plus new ones: hemp, bamboo, 
pine, pineapple, ramie, nettles, paper, and more!
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