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From the Editor
A N I T A  O S T E R H A U G

In the last issue of Handwoven, Tom Knisely gave us 
his take on Pennsylvania Dutch show towels, pieces 
often made by a young woman for her trousseau, in 

part to show a prospective husband her homemaking 
skills. I love this tradition of “show” textiles. Show 
 towels are an old Scandinavian tradition, as are showy 
boundweave coverlets. My grandmother was not a 
weaver, but I loved using the crisp, hand-embroidered 
linen towels in her guest bathroom. If you search for 
show towels on eBay, you’ll find loads of vintage 
 towels that were lovingly woven or embroidered here 
or in Europe. When we grace our homes with our own 
handiwork, whether towels or coverlets or table linens 
or rugs, we honor our families and celebrate the honest work of our hands. 

In this issue, we celebrate the winners of our Handwoven for the Home compe-
tition. These weavers have created working textiles, and yet they are “everyday 
heirlooms” that would add grace to any home: handsome, hardworking towels by 
Sharon Campbell, Mette Frokjaer, and Jenny Sennott. A pair of decorous and cozy 
throws by Robin Lynde, and a bright dukagang pillow inspired by Inga Marie 
 Carmel’s weaving teacher in Sweden. A recycled T-shirt rug that makes an ecologi-
cal statement while brightening a room, and a “locavore” Taos blanket made with 
native Churro wool. In addition to the inspiring projects, Tom Knisely gives us 
housekeeping tips for our yarn, tapestry artist Nancy Harvey shares how she 
 designed a houseful of handwoven textiles, and Jennifer Moore explains how she 
wove a triple-width tablecloth using doubleweave techniques. 

I hope you find inspiration here to show off your weaving in your own home. 
While today’s culture doesn’t place a high value on handweaving skills in the 
 mating game (more’s the pity!), being your best self is always attractive, and I know 
that many of us are at our best when we’re at our looms. 

F U T U R E  T H E M E S
November/December 2015  Two-Shuttle Weaves 
Double your weaving fun with this issue devoted to two-shuttle weaves. From 
overshot to shadow weave and even deflected doubleweave, weaving with two 
shuttles opens up a world of new design possibilities. Learn tips and tricks for 
managing multiple shuttles while keeping your selvedges neat and clean.
January/February 2016  Celebrating Linen 
Fall in love with flax! Crisp and classic, linen has been a favorite of weavers 
for millennia. In this issue, we’ll explore the history of linen throughout the 
world, share projects woven from linen and linen blends, and get some tips 
from the experts on how to warp and weave linen without worry.
March/April 2016  Weaving North and South 
Explore the wide world of international weaving with this issue celebrating 
traditional weaving from both hemispheres. We’ll look at historical textiles 
and celebrate the heroes keeping these traditions alive. Then weave up 
projects inspired by different cultures as you travel the world from your loom.
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A Swedish show towel by Astrid 
Sonesson and Hanna 
Johansson, from Handwoven 
May/June 1987. 
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