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Endnotes

Here’s the profile: handsome, good sense of humor, reli-
able, hardworking, easygoing, helpful, and enjoys long 

walks on the beach. Sounds too good to be true, right? So 
you brace yourself for the picture and click . . . a stunning 
picture of a handwoven towel.

And it’s all true. That’s how I feel about handwoven towels, 
but it wasn’t always the case. I have to confess that I was many 
years into my weaving life before I ever considered having a 
relationship with a “lowly” towel. My thinking about my weav-
ing (based on a very constricted amount of weaving time) was 
“weave what you can’t buy” and there seemed to be an abun-
dance of inexpensive, lovely, and functional kitchen towels for 
sale all over the place, so I bought and used commercial towels 
for many years while my loom was occupied with the “sexier” 
textiles: blankets, throws, and shawls. 

Then, at some point, I was forced to weave a towel. I can’t 
remember whether it was for a guild challenge or a friend’s 
request, but suffice it to say that it was a revelation. I fell in love. 

I love designing and weaving towels because of all the 
characteristics listed above. They are handsome and make 
doing all the repetitive, necessary chores of daily life a little 
less arduous. They inject some aesthetic pleasure into drying 
the dishes and folding the laundry (something our forebears 
knew when they wove tirelessly to fill their hope chests with 
beautiful, functional textiles). 

Are they reliable and hardworking? The towels that I have 
woven over the years have seen hard use and seem to get better 
with age (barring the helpful but uninitiated son-in-law who 
grabbed the handy linen towel to sop up spilled wine). And 
they work hard drying hands and dishes, serving as impromp-
tu hot pads and bread cloths, and looking good all the while. 

“Sense of humor?” you might ask, but I argue that you can 

maintain your sense of humor while weaving towels. They 
can be the forgiving products of endless experimentation 
with color and structure. Even if the experiment goes awry, 
the consequences are not dire when you’re working with 
short-ish warps of few-ish threads (certainly, compared to 
blankets). If you hit the mark with the perfect fiber/color/
structure combination, you get elegant and highly valued 
gifts for friends or donations for your town fair or the local 
CSA fundraiser. If you miss, you’ve learned something and 
still have a lovable and absorbent if slightly wonky work-
horse. 

Easygoing, then? The fibers that work best for towels are 
largely easy to weave, forgiving, and relatively inexpensive. I 
love to weave towels using 22/2 cottolin, 8/2 cotton, and 10/2 
hemp, sometimes using my precious linen as weft and always 
warping up my inkle with any extra yarn for a relaxing eve-
ning weaving coordinating hanging tabs. I have very recently 
added a rigid-heddle loom to my stable of looms (literally a 
stable: my studio is in my barn), and I find that the easygo-
ing quality of towel weaving is even more so on the rigid-
heddle loom. 5/2 cotton, anyone?

Towels are obviously helpful (see hardworking, above) to 
use, but they are also helpful tools in a weaving life. I love to 
put on several yards of warp threaded in an 8-shaft straight 
draw and then see how many structure variations I can get 
(waffle weave, collapse weave, twill, crêpe, basketweave, 
doubleweave, etc.) and how many by using different wefts. 
It is also instructive to see which variations function best as 
towels. More textured weaves may be more absorbent and 
hide stains better; smoother weaves may be more aestheti-
cally pleasing to hang over your towel rod.

“Enjoys long walks on the beach.” Umm . . . okay, maybe 
not long walks on the beach. Expectation management, y’all. 
We’re just talking about towels here, but they truly are hand-
some, reliable, hardworking, helpful, and easygoing, and 
there is something mysteriously and deeply satisfying about 
weaving and using (even washing and folding!) a towel of 
your own creation. 
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Towels can be rustic or elegant, simple or fancy, but handwoven towels are always handsome and handy.
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