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From the Editor
A N I T A  O S T E R H A U G

As some of you know, I divide my time between our Interweave of� ces in 
Colorado and my home in Oregon. I have yet to weave my own décor for 
our Colorado house, but I treasure a handwoven placemat found at a local 

thrift shop and a handwoven towel that Christina Garton, Handwoven associate 
editor, gave me last Christmas. They help make the house truly a home away from 
home.

And ‘twas ever thus, that textiles make a home. Last weekend, Linda Ligon 
dropped by with a box of old weaving books from her collection. My favorite was a 
pamphlet, First Lessons in Weaving, put out by Woman’s Home Companion maga-
zine in 1923. In the foreword, the authors lament the dif� culty of teaching a man-
ual craft through printed words. (And go on to do a creditable job of just that.) 
They cite worldwide examples of household textiles: bark mats from Polynesia, 
French tapestries, and Navajo blankets. The cover charmingly depicts homey hand-
woven touches that the beginning weaver might weave 
for herself. This is the other beauty of household textiles: 
many are within the abilities of most any weaver. 

In this issue, we celebrate weaving for the home, from 
the humble towel to elegant table linens. Professional de-
signer and weaver Kelly Marshall shares her approach to 
pattern and color; Madelyn van der Hoogt expounds on 
towel weaving, Craft, and Art; and Amanda Cutler invites 
you to cover your windows with handwoven fabric. Ellen 
LaBruce, Linda Gettmann, and Karen Tenney present a trio 
of twill towels, and Susan Horton’s very modern rigid-hed-
dle inlay towels round out the quartet. You’ll � nd festive table linens, from Anita 
Thompson’s spectacular overshot placemats and napkins to Dorothy Solbrig’s sweet 
quilted tea cozy. John Mullarkey’s handsome bath towel features card-woven ac-
cents, and Amanda Robinette’s bright rag rug uses “calamari” yarn made from old 
T-shirts.

I hope these projects inspire you to grace your own home with handwoven 
touches that will brighten your life and perhaps be handed down and treasured by 
future generations. 

F U T U R E  T H E M E S
November/December 2014  Plain with a Plus
Plain weave is the workhorse of the cloth world, but it can also be a star as a 
canvas for fabulous color and texture, as ground cloth for overshot and inlay, 
in warp-faced and we� -faced designs, and in doubleweave.� is issue cel-
ebrates its possibilities, plain and fancy.
January/February 2015  Celebrating Cotton
From household textiles to comfortable garments, cotton really is the � ber of 
our lives. In this issue, we’ll celebrate the beauty and utility of this ancient 
� ber, its history, and its future, with new projects for your cotton yarn palette 
plus a few unexpected ways to use cotton in your weaving.
March/April 2015  Weaving East and West
In this issue, we’ll look at distinctive weave structures, patterning techniques, 
and projects from the Occident and the Orient. � is issue explores the diversity 
of world weaving traditions and what ties us together as weavers.
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