
Endnotes

In May, Weavin’ Place—SAORI Style was pleased to host 
a SAORI Kai for a group of eleven local and regional 

weavers at our studio in Folsom, Louisiana. �e intent of a kai 
is to provide an opportunity for SAORI enthusiasts to come 
together for a couple of days to exchange ideas and learn from 
one another. Prior to this particular kai, we asked attendees if 
there was a speci�c skill or technique they would like to choose 
as a focal point. Overwhelmingly, the group voted to learn more 
about transforming their woven fabric into wearable garments. 
�is presented itself as an exciting challenge, but we knew that 
we needed to begin at an appropriate level and scale in order to 
meet the wide range of skill levels among the attendees.

�e most recent Beginner’s Pattern Book from SAORINO-
MORI provided an excellent starting point. Each pattern in the 
book has a limited number of cuts and stitches and is described 
with concise, clear graphic directions. With two patterns 
selected, one vest and one cocoon, we distributed an image of 
each of the �nished garments and the corresponding yardage 
dimensions. We asked everyone who wished to participate to 
select which of those two garments they would like to create. 
�e participants would arrive with the appropriate yardage and 
sew the piece at the event.

Admittedly, Cheryl Dunworth and I did a test run of the 
patterns prior to the event in order to be sure we could lead the 
group con�dently. We had the additional advantage that one 
of our attendees, Denise Prince who is a fellow SAORI studio 
owner, recently returned from SAORINOMORI near Osaka, 
Japan, where she gained familiarity with some of the patterns 
in this book as well as a lot of insight into their approach to 
clothing construction. She also arrived with several �nished 
versions of these garments, providing examples of many di�er-
ent approaches to the same pattern.

�e SAORI philosophy of weaving is one that recognizes the 

intrinsic beauty of everyone’s weaving and encourages a total 
in-the-moment immersion. �is approach to weaving trans-
lates beautifully to clothing design and construction. �e pat-
terns are intended as a starting point and can be implemented 
exactly as is, but have su�cient open-endedness to allow the 
same spirit of inspired spontaneity that created the cloth. �e 
beauty of these patterns is both in the simplicity as well as the 
in�nite ability to modify while constructing the clothing. Prior 
to the event, we requested that participants arrive with the 
appropriately sized wet-�nished cloth. Not surprisingly, there 
were a couple of instances of misgauged shrinkage or take-
up—another place where the �exibility of the patterns allowed 
a great deal of creativity to come into play.

We all learned an immense amount from one another as the 
garments began to emerge. Some individuals had very little 
(or no) sewing experience and others were very comfortable 
with Western-style sewing patterns. Despite these di�erences, 
everyone who decided to attempt the challenge �nished it with 
success. At the end of the weekend, we had seven versions of 
the same vest and two of the cocoon. Just as exciting as the 
accomplishments of the weekend are the results that followed. 
Individuals who had previously been intimidated at the prospect 
of turning handwoven yardage into clothing have now made 
several garments. It was a weekend �lled with creativity, camara-
derie, and lots of inspiration. It was obvious to us—and hope-
fully to you—that making garments from your own handwoven 
cloth is well within the reach of every weaver! 
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A vest in process at the SAORI Kai. PHOTOS BY JENNY PELC 
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