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From the Editor
 M A D E L Y N  V A N  D E R  H O O G T

M
ulti-tasking is getting harder and harder for me to do. I blame my Auto 

Pilot. She used to cover for me in very important ways. She’d pay atten-

tion to conversations when I wanted to think about something else. I 

could count on her to remember what had been said and tell me the appropriate 

spots where I needed to exclaim “That’s just great!” or “I’m really sorry to hear that.”

When we’re driving, she’s the one who’s supposed to keep track of where we 

are and let me know when we need to make a turn so I can listen to NPR. When 

we’re shopping, it’s her job to remember where we put our shopping cart so I 

don’t have to wander up and down the aisles looking for it. She’s also supposed to 

keep me from putting my purchases in someone else’s cart. If I try on an outfi t in 

the dressing room and need a diff erent size, she’s supposed to remember what 

rack in the store the outfi t came from.

It’s among her duties to know where we put such things as keys, glasses, credit 

cards, and cell phones. At least you can call your cell phone when she fails at this 

task; you should be able to call your keys, too.

I know I’m not the only one having trouble with her Auto Pilot. One time, when 

I opened the refrigerator door in the home of a workshop coordinator who was 

hosting me, there was an iron on the top shelf with the cord carefully wrapped 

around it. I fi gured there must be some new energy-effi  cient cold-pressing method 

of ironing, but No, she told me, she had no idea how the iron got in there.

My Auto Pilot is falling down in the studio, too. She used to remember every 

treadling sequence, so we didn’t need a draft. I could count on her to step on the 

right treadles while I listened to books on tape and enjoyed the rhythm of weaving. 

I never used to unwind fabric from the cloth beam to see a missed pick about 

three inches back. She’s the one who’s supposed to know how many heddles are 

on each shaft and fi gure out if we have enough before we start threading, so I can 

enjoy handling the threads and dreaming about the fi nished cloth. She should 

know how much warp is left on the warp beam, too, instead of guessing and then 

running out. I’d really like to replace her, but my expectations might be too high.
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