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Gifts of the Hand and Heart
B Y  T O M  K N I S E L Y

This last January, our friend Tom Knisely wished us a bright 
new year with this beautiful story. As we head into another 

holiday season and new year, we want to share it with all of you and 
to wish you peace.

This past Sunday was cold here in central Pennsylvania. 
My family are Quakers, and there are two corner � replaces 
in our meetinghouse, so I sat close to one this morning just 
to take the edge o� . As I sat by the � re and meditated in 
silence, I couldn’t help but think about the words, “Peace 
on Earth and good will toward all men,” something we all 

wish for, regardless of our beliefs or spiritual practice. Yes, 
good will toward all men and women, I thought, and I was 
reminded of this true story of my son-in-law, Dustin.

My daughter Sara had done a � ne job of teaching her � -
ancé about the di� erences between a store-bought gi�  and a 
handmade gi�  that was created with love and good thoughts 
toward the recipient. Dustin is never without a knitted hat 
on his head, whether it be winter or summer. It doesn’t 
matter. It’s just his fashion statement. One year, I asked my 
friend Donna to knit a Fair Isle hat for Dustin for Christmas. 
He loved the hat and wore it all year long. On a cold night 
the following November, Dustin walked into a Walmart for 
a few things and of course was met by the store’s greeter. � e 
gentleman sat in his wheelchair, sporting a Santa hat and 
wishing everyone who passed a happy holiday. 

When Dustin was leaving the store, the gentleman 
stopped him and asked where he had gotten such a nice hat. 
Dustin explained that it was handknitted for him and was 
made from all wool yarns. � e greeter told Dustin how he 
had admired the hat as he came into the store and how he 
had tried to � nd something like it for his wife. She was going 
through cancer treatment and had lost all her hair. � ere 
were no hats to be found in the department stores quite 
like this one, he said, and with that they wished each other 
happy holidays. 

Dustin le�  the store, but as he was getting into 
his truck with his packages, he turned instead 
and walked back into the store. Taking the hat 
o�  his head, he handed it to the greeter and 
wished the gentleman a merry Christmas and 
extended best wishes for his wife’s � ght with 
cancer. He gave his hat with the same love that I 
had given it to him the previous year. 

What a � ne lesson for all of us. Good will 
toward all men and women. Share the love. 
� is coming year, I plan on making my warps 
a little longer. � at way I can enjoy the weaving 
process a little longer and also have something 
extra to give away and share with a stranger 
who needs a little love. 

Joyous Holidays and Happy New Year, 
everyone! 

—Tom

Endnotes

on Earth and good will toward all men,” something we all 
his truck with his packages, he turned instead 
and walked back into the store. Taking the hat 
o�  his head, he handed it to the greeter and 
wished the gentleman a merry Christmas and 
extended best wishes for his wife’s � ght with 
cancer. He gave his hat with the same love that I 
had given it to him the previous year. 

W
toward all men and women. Share the love. toward all men and women. Share the love. 
� is coming year, I plan on making my warps 
a little longer. � at way I can enjoy the weaving 
process a little longer and also have something 
extra to give away and share with a stranger 
who needs a little love. 

everyone! 

From left: Tom Knisely, his daughter Sara Bixler, her daughter, Windsor, 
and husband and hat man, Dustin. PHOTO COURTESY OF THE KNISELY FAMILY
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