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From the Editor
A N I T A  O S T E R H A U G

I’ll never forget the day I realized the beauty of plain weave. It was at Säterglän-
tan college of handcrafts, in Sweden. My aunt Katy, who first taught me hand-
work, had left me a little money, and I had committed the unthinkable extrava-

gance of spending it on the first Interweave-led textile tour to Scandinavia. That 
day, we were visiting Sätergläntan for a class on twined knitting. We were having a 
coffee break in the college’s bright, cozy kitchen, with sunlight streaming through 
and on some of the loveliest handwoven textiles I had ever seen. From the hand-
woven curtains to the tablecloths and napkins, everything was in perfect harmony: 
good yarns, simple weave structures, clean colors in stripes and patterns designed 
with an exquisite sense of proportion and balance. I hadn’t learned to weave yet, 
but I couldn’t take my eyes off those elegant textiles. To this day, I can close my 
eyes and smell the rich coffee and cardamom rolls and feel the serenity of that 
place. I think if we could take all of humanity to coffee there, we could achieve 
world peace.

While I can’t whisk you away to Sätergläntan, I do hope that this issue will in-
spire you, too, with the beauty of plain weave, on its own or as a canvas for other 
weave structures. Elda Kohls explains how to use your warp as a literal canvas for 
stenciled art. Sara White’s flowing stole and Sarah Jackson’s playful tunic show its 
potential for color play. Susan Horton’s cheerful napkins and Suzi Ballenger’s grace-
ful wrap add interest with stripes and simple floats. Fields of plain weave set off the 
spot Bronson of Karen Tenney’s elegant napkins and Diane Carpentier’s striking 
overshot runner, and Joanne Tallarovic’s striking rep placemats and Judith Yamamo-
to’s charming ornaments highlight the design potential of warp-faced plain weave. 
And for a touch of whimsy, Katrina King offers a time traveller’s scarf, Ann Durham 
and Sally Eyring share ideas for 3-D weaving, and Madelyn van der Hoogt muses 
on the meaning of tabby. 

While this issue of Handwoven may not achieve world peace, may weaving 
bring you peace and, as Tom Knisely resolves in his Endnotes essay, may you share 
your weaving and your peace with the world.

F U T U R E  T H E M E S
January/February 2015  Celebrating Cotton 
From household textiles to comfortable garments, cotton really is the fiber of 
our lives. In this issue, we’ll celebrate the beauty and utility of this ancient 
fiber, its history, and its future, with new projects for your cotton yarn palette 
plus a few unexpected ways to use cotton in your weaving.
March/April 2015  Weaving East and West 
In this issue, we’ll look at distinctive weave structures, patterning techniques, 
and projects from the Occident and the Orient. This issue explores the diversity 
of world weaving traditions and what ties us together as weavers.
May/June 2015  Textiles with Texture 
The “hand” of a fabric is part of what draws us to weave. This issue looks at 
the many ways we can create texture in cloth with our choice of materials, 
weave structure, shrinkage, and finishing. We’ll also feature ideas for teaching 
weaving to kids of all ages.
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