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3-D Band Ornaments  
J U D I T H  T.  YA M A M O T O
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E 
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INKLE AND 
2-SHAFT

DRUM ORNAMENTS
YARNS
Warp: 5/2 mercerized pearl cot-
ton (2,100 yd/lb), red and white, 
38 yd each; bright green, 16 yd; 
dark green, 8 yd (includes 
amount for trim).
Weft: 5/2 mercerized pearl cot-
ton, bright green, 20 yd (includes 
amount for plied hangers). 

OTHER SUPPLIES
3 each 2¼" diameter cardboard 
cylinders (as from a wrapping 
paper tube) 1¼" long; 6 circles of 
white cotton flannel or white 
parchment paper, each 3" in di-
ameter; white glue; yarn needle. 

WARP LENGTH
72 ends 48" (11⁄3 yd) long (allows 
9" for take-up, 12" for loom 
waste).

SETTS 
Warp: approximately 58 epi.
Weft: 15 ppi.

DIMENSIONS
Weaving width: 1¼". 
Woven length (measured under 
tension on the loom): 27". 
Finished size: 3 inkle bands  
1¼" × 8" for the sides of 3 drum 
ornaments.
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B A N D S  A R E N ' T  J U S T  F L AT 
A N Y  M O R E

With small amounts of yarn from your 
stash, a little glue, and some 

imagination, you can make unique, 
dimensional ornaments for holiday 
decorating on your inkle loom. Here are 
three projects to get you started. 

A length of inkle band ingeniously 
folded, seamed, and stuffed makes a 
tetrahedron with lots of uses: an unbreak-
able hanging ornament, a sachet, or a 
pincushion. Calculating the length of the 
band needed for a tetrahedron is easy: its 
finished length must be eight times its 
width, plus 1 inch for ½-inch seam 
allowances at each end. 

Covering the ends of a short length of 
cardboard tube with paper or flannel and 
then gluing an inkle band around the tube 
makes a sweet little drum to spruce up a 
package or your holiday revels. The same 
type of warp-faced band can be used to 
make a stylized tree. Cut wicker, straw, or 
pipe cleaners into graduated lengths, and 
weave them into an warp-faced band 
“trunk” to form triangular shapes 
suggesting evergreen branches.

DRUM ORNAMENTS

Warp the inkle loom with 72 ends 48" 
long following the threading in Figure 3. 
Wind a belt shuttle with bright green 
yarn and weave 27", drawing in the weft 
to maintain a 1¼" weaving width.

Cut the band from the loom, removing 
any unwoven warp and securing the cut 
ends lightly with glue.
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From a cardboard tube 2¼" in diameter 
(a wrapping paper tube or upholstery 
fabric tube), cut 3 lengths the same 
width as the inkle band, about 1¼". (If 
you cannot find a 2¼" tube, you can 
make a smaller diameter drum using the 
tube from a paper towel or toilet paper 
roll, which will take a shorter length of 
inkle band.) Cut 6 rounds of parchment 
paper or white flannel 2¾" in diameter 
(or ½" larger than the diameter of your 
cardboard rounds).

Fit a flannel or parchment circle over one 
end of the cardboard cylinder to form 
the drumhead. Clip the edges of the 
circle to eliminate bulk and glue it to 
sides of the cylinder. Repeat with a sec-
ond circle on other end. 

Cut the inkle band so that its edges meet 
exactly when wrapped around the card-
board cylinder. Glue the band to the cyl-
inder, covering the cut and glued-down 
edges of the drumheads. Allow to dry. 

Cut a 16" length of dark green 5/2 cotton 
and thread into a yarn needle. Beginning 
at the seam at one edge of the inkle 
band, catch the thread under the dark 
green thread in the inkle band. Take the 
needle up to the other edge 1" to the 
right and catch the thread under the 
dark green thread. Continue, making a 
zigzag pattern around the drum, and 
end the thread where it began at the 
seam.

For the hanger, cut 4 lengths of bright 
green cotton 10" long. Knot the threads 
together about 3" from one end. Ply the 
2 pairs of ends together for 5", and then 
securely tie the tails around the knot to 
form the hanging loop. Using the 3" 
threads above the knot, ply the 2 pairs of 
threads together for approximately 1¼" 
and secure them with an overhand knot. 
Trim the ends below the second knot to 
½", and trim off the tails tied around the 
first. Glue the lower part of the loop 
along the butt join to cover it.
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CHRISTMAS TREE WALL 
HANGING
YARNS
Warp: 10/2 mercerized pearl cotton 
(4,200 yd/lb), dark green, 54 yd; 
white, 3 yd. 
5/2 mercerized pearl cotton (2,100 
yd/lb), white, 3 yd. 
Kreinik Metallic Medium #16 Braid, 
003 Red, 9 yd.
Weft: 10/2 mercerized pearl cotton, 
green, 6 yd.  
Wicker, straw, or pipe cleaners cut 
into 3 sets of graduated lengths for 
tree branches.

OTHER SUPPLIES
Sewing thread; one 1¼" D-ring; 
white glue. 

WARP LENGTH
36 ends 40" long. (There are 60 actu-
al warp threads because dark green 
ends are used doubled. Allows 9" for 
take-up, 13" for loom waste; loom 
waste includes fringe.)

SETTS
Warp: approximately 80 epi.
Weft: 15 ppi in plain-weave areas; 12 
ppi (6 ppi wicker/6 ppi yarn) in wicker 
areas.

DIMENSIONS
Weaving width: ¾". 
Woven length (measured under 
tension on the loom): 18". 
Finished size: 1 inkle band ¾" wide 
(up to 5" wide in wicker areas) × 18" 
long, plus 4" fringe at bottom.

3x
4x4x 4x3x 3x

Read inkle drafts from left to right, 
as they are threaded.

Unheddled
Heddled

dark green 5/2
bright green 5/2 red 5/2

white 5/2

3. Drum inkle draft
4x6x 6x

Read inkle drafts from left to right, as they are threaded.

Unheddled
Heddled

dark green 10/2
white 10/2

003 Red (Kreinik Metallic Braid #16)
white 5/2

Note:  Dark green warps are used doubled, as shown.

4. Tree inkle draft
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WICKER AND INKLE 
“CHRISTMAS TREE” WALL 
HANGING

Warp a rigid-heddle or shaft loom with 
60 ends 40" long following the color 
order and threading in Figure 4. Wind a 
belt shuttle with the green weft.

For each tree, you will need to cut the 
wicker, straw, or pipe cleaners into pieces 
of gradually increasing length. For the 
first tree, cut 12 pieces of wicker, straw, 
or pipe cleaner in graduated lengths 
from 1" up to 3¾", cutting each about 1⁄8" 
longer than the previous one. For the 
second tree, cut 24 pieces of wicker (2 of 
each length) in lengths from 1" to 3¾". 
For the third tree, cut 32 pieces (16 
same-length pairs) of wicker into gradu-
ated lengths from 1" to 4¾". 

The inkle band is woven starting from 
what will be the top to the bottom. 
Maintain a weaving width of ¾" for the 
band throughout. Begin by weaving 2" 
with the weft yarn only. Weave the 
branch pieces for the first tree, begin-
ning with the shortest piece and pro-
gressing to the longest, and weaving in 
a pick of weft yarn along with each 
“branch.” Weave 11⁄8" of plain weave with 
the yarn weft only, then weave the sec-
ond tree, putting same-length pairs of 
branch pieces in subsequent picks and 
pairing each branch piece with a pick of 
yarn as before. Weave 1¾" of plain weave 
with yarn weft only, then weave the third 
tree as with the first two. End by weaving 
1½" with the weft yarn only. Total woven 
length should be about 18".

Secure the woven ends with a bead of 
glue along the fell line. Cut from loom, 
leaving 4" of fringe at the bottom. Turn 
the 2" of band at the top to the wrong 
side to form a loop, insert a D-ring or 
hanging string, and stitch the loop 
closed. 
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