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8-shaft table mats  
structure
Double-faced twill.

equipment
8-shaft loom, 13" weaving 
width; 8-dent reed; 1 shuttle,  
1 bobbin.

Yarns
Warp: 3/2 cotton (1,260 yd/lb, 
UKI), #53 Scarab, 532 yd; #93 
Lavender, 580 yd; #27 Purple, 
48 yd. 
Weft: 3/2 cotton (1,260 yd/lb, 
UKI), #48 Dark Turk, 334 yd; 
embroidery floss (4,000 yd/lb, 
DMC) #3746 Lavender and 
#522 Scarab, 34 yd each.

Warp length
386 ends 3 yd long (includes  
2 floating selvedges; allows 8" 
for take-up, 32" for loom 
waste).

setts
Warp: 32 epi (4/dent in an 
8-dent reed).
Weft: Pattern: 14 ppi; plain 
weave: about 30 ppi.

Dimensions
Width in the reed: 121⁄5". 
Woven length (measured 
under tension on the loom): 
68". 
Finished size after washing:  
2 hemmed mats 101/2" × 18", 
2 hot pads 5" × 5".

Double-Faced Twill Table Mats
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How does a weaving project take form? 
While recovering from a knee injury 

this winter, I was weaving twill pot holders 
on my table loom (not able to treadle the 
floor loom) using 3/2 cotton and Sugar 'n 
Cream. Then I remembered a warp-faced 
twill I had woven for a demo, warped by 
Robyn Spady. Might this make good 
heat-resistant serving mats, too? Yes, and 
let’s make large pot holders for warm 
serving dishes. Thanks, Robyn, for the 
inspiration. 

Double-faced twills are a good way to 
make thicker cloth. On eight shafts, the 
warp is sett very close to create a warp-
faced twill with two layers stitched 
together by a single weft under the 
3-thread floats. Substitute your favorite 
colors for your personal use or as gifts. 

The 4-shaft version is a straight-twill 
threading with one warp and two wefts: 
one weaves 1/3 twill on the upper layer 
and the other weaves 3/1 twill on the 
back. The colors can be interchanged to 
create weft stripes on each face. The 
8-shaft version is a straight twill threading 
with two warps, one threaded on the odd 
shafts and the other on the even shafts.

 I hope these mats find a home on your 
holiday or everyday table.

ResouRces
Alderman, Sharon. Mastering Weave 

Structures: Transforming Ideas into Great 
Cloth. Loveland, Colorado: Interweave, 
2004, pp. 42–44. 

—"Double-Faced Cloth: One Cloth, Two 
Appearances." Handwoven. September 
1982, pp. 61–63 and 95. 

—"A Fresh Look at Double-Faced Twills." 
Handwoven, September/October 1995,  

pp 63–65.
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20/2 pearl, #93, Lavender
20/2 pearl, #53, Scarab
3/2 pearl, #48, Dark Turk

Weave plan for mats:
- Weave 11/2"  of double layers 
   of plain weave for hem.

- Weave 19" of double-faced pattern repeat.

- Weave 11/2"  of double layers of plain weave for hem.

Weave plan for hot pads:
- Weave 12" of double-faced pattern repeat.

Where more than one mark appears in a row of treadling,
depress all treadles to make the shed.
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1. 8-shaft warp color order

The 4-shaft version of these mats aned 
potholders appears in Handwoven 
November/December 2013, page 36. 

8-shaft mats

wind 386 warp threads 3 yd long, using 
the color sequence indicated in the warp 
color order, Figure 1. Use your preferred 
method to warp the loom. thread fol-
lowing the draft in Figure 2. thread the 
floating selvedges through the reed and 
weight them over the back beam. 

separate the 6-strand embroidery floss 
into single strands. wind 2 bobbins with 
each of the 2 colors of embroidery floss 
and another with the 3/2 pearl cotton 
weft. weave the first table mat according 
to the treadling in Figure 2, beginning 
and ending with 1½" of double plain 
weave using the Lavender and scarab 
flosses for weft. weave 19" of the double-
faced pattern with the dark turk weft. 
weave 2 picks of scrap yarn, then weave 
a second table mat the same way. weave 
2 picks of scrap yarn, then weave 12" of 
pattern for the first potholder, weave 2 
more picks, and weave another 12" of 
pattern. Finish with a few picks of scrap 
yarn to protect the edge.

remove fabric from the loom and cut 
pieces apart at the scrap yarn lines.   
Machine zigzag to protect the ends,   
machine wash in warm water, tumble 
until almost dry, then press with a hot 
iron. 

cut pieces apart along scrap yarn. For 
the table mats: Machine stitch the raw 
edges of each layer of the hems sepa-
rately. For each hem, fold the zigzagged 
edge of one layer inside to the begin-
ning of the double-faced twill and pin in 
place. Fold the other edge inside to 
match, pinning it into place, too. Blind 
stitch the two layers together. For the 
pot holders: Fold pieces in half, one 
with the scarab side out and one with 
the Lavender side out. Machine stitch 2 
sides with a ¼" seam, then fold the open 
edges to the outside ¼" and press. turn 
the pieces inside out and handstitch the 
open edge closed. 
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