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Structure
Shaded Twill.

equipment
4-shaft loom, 18" weaving 
width; 12-dent reed; 1 shuttle, 
5 bobbins.

YarnS
Warp (Belt): 8/2 cotton, # 25 
Fuchsia, and #26 Red 2, 138 yd 
each; #44 Light Orange, 52 yd.
Weft (Belt): 8/2 cotton, #43 
Orange, 196 yd.
Yarns available as a kit from 
Cotton Clouds.

Other SupplieS
Steam-A-Seam Lite (double 
stick, lite fusible web); 3 yd 
hem tape, commercial fabric 
for pocket lining, 8½" × 9½".

Warp length (Belt)
100 ends 3¼ yd long (allows 
4" for take-up, 30" for loom 
waste).

SettS
Warp: 24 epi (2/dent in a 12-
dent reed).
Weft: 18 ppi.

DimenSiOnS
Width in the reed:  Belt, 41/4". 
Woven length (measured 
under tension on the loom): 
Belt, 83". 
Finished size after washing: 
Belt, 3½ " × 72".
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Sampling is sometimes viewed as a 
waste of precious time and materials, 

but—and that’s a big but!—let me assure 
you that it is an invaluable component of 
the weaving process. Some of my most 
successful projects are the direct result of 
sampling.  And some of my greatest 
disasters have been the direct result of not 
sampling. 

While there are many reasons for 
sampling, this robe illustrates two: first, 
seeing exactly how the colors interact, and 
second, noticing characteristics of the 
pattern and cloth that might inspire ideas 
previously unimagined.

The first sample (yes, I often weave 
more than one.) was woven to make sure 
the colors worked together and to see 
what happened with additional weft 
colors.  I discovered a color that I thought 
would enliven the narrow stripe between 
the undulating twill; the second sample 
proved that to be true, and the new color 
brightened the entire cloth.

Working on the sample while thinking 
about the construction of the robe, I 
realized the narrow stripe at the selvedge 
could be used to advantage in a number 
of ways; it would allow me to join two 
pieces of cloth, creating the appearance of 
a single width of cloth for the robe back. 
A lapped join would completely eliminate 
bulk from the side and shoulder seams. 
The robe fronts would require no 
finishing; the selvedge would serve 
perfectly. The selvedge stripe could be 
used to edge the neck openings in a more 
interesting manner than a traditional 
facing. And, finally, by weaving fabric for 
the belt separately, it would simply require 
finishing the ends, folding it in half, and 
stitching it together. Voilá! Lots of ideas 
from one little stripe!

Fresh ideas in hand, commercial 
pattern aside, I confidently planned my 
yardage and layout. The next time you 
design a project, I hope your plans will 
include sampling …and the joy of 
discovering treasures therein. 

reSourceS
Davison, Marguerite. A Handweaver’s 

Pattern Book, Swarthmore, Pennsylva-
nia: 1944. “Group Warp Threads,” 
Shaded Twill, p.51.

Instructions for weaving the robe and 
belt fabric can be found in Handwoven 
November/December 2013, page 46.

Sewing and aSSembly 
inStructionS: 

Zigzag on either side of the waste yarn 
and cut the pieces apart. cut the left 
back 9½" wide making sure to allow a 
½" seam allowance to the side of the 
light orange stripe. Finish the edge 
with hem tape on the wrong side. Fol-
lowing the manufacturer’s directions, 
fuse Steam-a-Seam on the wrong side 
of the right back along one long edge. 
Right sides up with selvedges on the 
outer edges, position the right back 
over the left back, matching the nar-
row stripes. Press in place; stitch close 
to the edge and again ¼" inside the 
first stitching. cut the back neck open-
ing according to Diagram 1, Figure 5.

cut the front and back shoulders and 
front neck openings according to Dia-
gram 1 in Figure 5. Sew the shoulder 
seams. Press open. 

Make a twisted cord for robe ties and 
belt loops as follows: Measure 6 ends 
of Rose 3 yd long. twist the ends to-
gether very tightly and fold in half, al-
lowing the bundle to twist on itself 
and forming a 12-strand cord. Secure 
with an overhand knot. From the twist-
ed cord, cut two pieces 12" long, se-
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curing the ends with overhand knots. 
baste one 12" piece to the waistline of 
the right back side; set the other aside.

Neck trim: From the remnant of the 
left back, cut a piece 1½" wide along 
the entire length of the selvedge edge. 
cut another 1½" strip from one of the 
v-neck remnants along the selvedge 
edge; join the two pieces. trim to a 
length equal to the entire neck open-
ing plus 2 inches. Finish the cut edge 
with hem tape. 

apply Steam-a-Seam to the right side 
of the front neck edges and the back 
neck opening. Position the selvedge 
edge of the neck trim ½" over the 
openings, easing the fabric around the 
back neck opening; press in place. trim 
the extra length allowing ½" for turn-
ing in the raw ends. turn the ends 
under; fold the trim to the inside in-
serting a 12" piece of twisted cord on 
the front left. Stitch through all layers 
close to the selvedge edge and again 
¼" from the first stitching. handstitch 
the hem tape in place.

Belt loops: cut the remaining twisted 
cord in half; secure the ends. baste the 
cords to the wrong side of the back at 
the waist. 

Sleeves: apply Steam-a-Seam along 
the top edge. Mark the center. Right 
sides up, matching the shoulder seam 
to the sleeve center, position the front 
and back over the sleeve matching the 
narrow stripes. Press in place. Stitch 
through all layers close to the selvedge 
edge and again ¼" from the first stitch-
ing. Repeat for the second sleeve.
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Sewing Notes

• Zigzag all cut edges and press. all seams are ½” unless otherwise noted. Finish the seams 
as desired; directions given are for finishing with hem tape. the sleeve seams will show at 
the turned cuff.

• Where possible, sections of the robe are joined by overlapping the narrow stripes at the 
selvedges and topstitching instead of using a conventional seam.

• Steam-a-Seam is a narrow, fusible web tape that will prevent shifting while topstitching.

Note

Notes
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neckline binding.
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Sew the underarm seams. Press open. 
Using Steam-a-Seam as above, lap the 
fronts over the back; press in place 
making sure the belt cords are cor-
rectly positioned. Stitch as above. turn 
the cuff back to the desired length; 
press and tack at the seam.

Pocket: Including a selvedge edge, 
cut a piece 9 ½" × 11". Right sides to-
gether, sew the 9 ½" side of the lining 
to the non-selvedge edge of the pock-
et. Press the seam toward the lining. 
Press ½" under on the lower edge of 
the pocket. Right sides together, with 
the folded edge of the lining even 
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with the selvedge edge of the pocket, 
sew the pocket sides to the lining. 
turn, press, and baste the lower edges 
together. Position as desired on the 
right robe front. Stitch close to the 
edge and again ¼" from the edge.

Finish the lower edge with hem tape. 
turn the hem and press. handstitch in 
place.

Belt: turn under ½" on each end; 
press. Fold the belt in half, wrong sides 
together; stitch close to the edges and 
again ¼" inside the first stitching. 
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