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Endnotes

During the 2013–2014 school year, twenty-five students in 
Ashton, Maryland turned into weavers. The 4th through 

6th graders attend the Mater Amoris Montessori School. Each 
year, every class makes a quilt that is auctioned in the spring to 
help support the school, but this year, instead, the Upper Junior 
class made their own cloth.

LEARNING THE WAY
The class started by carding fleece using both hand cards and 

a drum carder, then made CD drop spindles, and learned to 
spin using commercial roving as well as their own rolags and 
batts. They were making bumpy, beautiful novelty yarn right 
away, and some progressed to making even, thin yarn the very 
same day.

Near the holidays, the students took a 
detour to make holiday ornaments of col-
ored roving needlefelted inside cookie cutter 
shapes. The children in the first needlefelting 
group decided to put bandages all over their 
fingers and march back to their classroom 
to show the others what happens when you 
don’t listen to instructions. The rest of the 
students and teachers were horrified until 
the kids ripped off the bandages, making 
everyone laugh.

Finally, the class learned to weave on a 4-shaft loom dressed 
with an 8-inch warp. To give the kids a clear sense of how 
weaving works, the loom was threaded in a straight draw with 
a direct tie-up, and the treadles were numbered. A sampler and 
chart hung next to the loom showed seven structures: plain 
weave, 1/3 twill, 2/2 twill, basketweave, point twill, diagonal rib, 
and satinette crepe weave, so the kids could choose treadlings 
for their samples. They chose weft from a range of commercial 
and handspun yarns, mixing yarns and structures to suit their 
own tastes. They learned to chant “in over, out under” to weave 

the floating selvedges. Each child’s sample was separated from 
the next with a header of toilet paper, the source of more than 
a few giggles. 

WEAVING FOR REAL
After learning the whole process from raw fleece to cloth, 

the kids started their class project. First, each child received a 
6-yard warp segment of 7 to 14 ends of commercial wool yarn. 
They dyed their segments with Kool-Aid in their chosen com-
bination of colors. By some miracle, the colors worked together 
perfectly. Some mixed a lot of colors and got great shades of 
plummy brown. Others used large blocks of color, and some 
alternated two or three colors and 
got wonderful color transitions.

A parent volunteer warped the 
loom using the kids’ dyed warp 
bundles with two ends of black 
wool between each dyed segment 
and a solid stripe of dyed yarn on 
each edge. (We made the borders 
extra wide so that we could hem 

them in case of 
very irregular 
selvedges.)  Each stripe was threaded in a different 
4-shaft structure tied to 3 treadles to make an easy treadling 
sequence (1-2-3, 1-2-3). Our main concerns were the selvedges 
and the beat—with all the children weaving, could they keep 
the beat even? Could they make the selvedges neat?

Each child took his or her turn weaving 2 to 4 inches of 
cloth with the black wool yarn as weft. The weaving width 
was almost 24 inches, so they learned to throw the shuttle and 
catch it on the other side. Only occasionally did it fly across the 
room. The young weavers paid careful attention to avoid draw-
in at the selvedges and to maintain an even beat. Sometimes 
they unwove to correct a loopy selvedge.

Within three days, these students wove a 72-inch piece of 
cloth. Their second piece was completed in less than two days, 
with minimal instruction and few reminders to “use both 
hands to beat” or “watch your selvedge.”  And the selvedges 
were lovely—no need at all to hem them. In a very short time, 
our young learners had become confident weavers and pro-
duced cloth that was both good and beautiful.
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The Upper Junior class shows their stripes! PHOTO BY MICHELLE BELFIE

loom
large, wooden

clanking, creaking, groaning
shuttle, shed-yarn thread

morphing, forming, weaving
colorful, beautiful

fabric
          —Luke Yeatman, age 11
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