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From the Editor
A N I T A  O S T E R H A U G

Many of us have heard that there are two 
types of weavers: color/texture people 
and structure/pattern people. If you 

read Madelyn van der Hoogt’s descriptions of their 
weaving habits, you might see yourself in one cat-
egory or the other. But I had the pleasure of meet-
ing with the Handweavers Guild of Boulder in 
April, and during that visit, it struck me that we are 
all texture people. At the show-and-tell portion of 
the guild meeting,the presenter said “What you 
can’t see from your seats is the wonderful ‘hand’ 
of these pieces, so come up during the break and feel them.” Later, at lunch, we 
talked about how many of us start with the look and feel of the yarn when we plan 
a project. After lunch, Elizabeth Shoeman, guild president, took me to see the very 
textural arches at the local performing arts center, woven by members in celebration 
of the guild’s 50th anniversary. Whether the texture of a project or yarn is soft, 
smooth, crimpy, lofty, or bumpy, it figures into all of our weaving choices. 

This issue of Handwoven offers texture to delight the hand and eye. Dianne Tot-

ten presents parrot-bright “crimp cloth.” Sarah Jackson’s “fuzzy tote” and Patricia 

Morton’s grasscloth journals will brighten your days. David Wismar evokes the 

smooth texture of a snakeskin with Tencel and twill, Yoko Arai intrigues us with the 

textural pleasures of shifu (Japanese paperweaving), and Elisabeth Hill brings liveli-

ness to your kitchen with her Danish rosette towels. 

Summer is upon us, so we also have weaving projects to do with kids or just for 

fun. And in case warm days have you daydreaming about new possibilities, Tom 

Knisely philosophizes on how to choose the perfect loom, and Marilynn Cowgill 

and Jill Graham relate their adventures in the Handweavers Guild of America  

Certificate of Excellence program.
 

F U T U R E  T H E M E S
September/October 2015 Handwoven for the Home: Everyday Heirlooms 
From an elegant runner to a humble kitchen towel, every handwoven 
household textile is a treasure. In our 2015 Reader Challenge, we’ll celebrate 
everyday heirlooms from the loom.
November/December 2015 Two-Shuttle Weaves 
Double your weaving fun with this issue devoted to two-shuttle weaves. From 
overshot to shadow weave and even deflected doubleweave, weaving with two 
shuttles opens up a world of new design possibilities. Learn tips and tricks for 
keeping track of your shuttles as you weave and how to keep your selvedges 
neat and clean as you switch shuttles.
January/February 2016 Celebrating Linen 
Fall in love with flax! Crisp and classic, linen has been a favorite of weavers 
for millennia. In this issue, we’ll explore the history of linen throughout the 
world, share projects woven from linen and linen blends, and get some tips 
from the experts on how to warp and weave linen without worry.
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Close-up of woven metal strips in 
Luminiscence, the arch woven by 
the Handweavers Guild of Boulder.
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