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A Touch of Summer 
Grasscloth Journal Covers

PA T R I C I A  M O R T O N

STRUCTURE
Plain weave.

EQUIPMENT
Rigid-heddle loom, 12" weaving width; 
8-dent rigid-heddle; 3 stick shuttles.

YARNS
Warp: 5/2 mercerized pearl cotton (2,100 yd/lb; 
Valley Yarns; WEBS), Madder Brown #7382, 90 
yd; Posy Green #5877, 54 yd; 5/2 mercerized 
pearl cotton (2,100 yd/lb; UKI), Beige #43, 54 
yd; 8/2 Tencel (3,360 yd/lb; Valley Yarns; WEBS), 
Fire Combo #4959-02a, 90 yd.
Weft: 5/2 mercerized pearl cotton, Madder 
Brown #7382, 52 yd; 8/2 Tencel, Fire Combo 
#4959-02a, 105 yd; 85-225 leaves per journal.

OTHER SUPPLIES
Lining fabric, 44" wide quilting fabric, ¾ yd; 
binding fabric, Ultrasuede 47½" × 4½" strip 
cut on the crossgrain; 20" wide lightweight, 
fusible, non-woven interfacing, 1½ yd; sew-
ing-machine needles for leather; Hope’s Tung 
Oil; white glue; plastic wrap; rotary cutter and 
mat; 4 blank journals 8½" × 5½". 

WARP LENGTH
96 ends 3 yd long (allows 7" for take-up, 30" 
for loom waste and 11" for sampling).

SETTS
Warp: 8 epi (1/dent in an 8-dent rigid heddle).
Weft: 8–11 ppi depending on the thickness of 
the leaves.

DIMENSIONS
Width in the heddle: 12". 
Woven length (measured under tension on 
the loom): 60" for 4 journal covers. 
Finished size: Four journal covers 12" × 14¼" 
before trimming and sewing.D
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RIGID-HEDDLE VERSION FOR 
THE WEB

1 Prepare your leaf weft according to the 
instructions available at Weaving 
Today.com. 

2 Wind plastic wrap around your front 
beam and cloth beam to protect your 
loom from the damp leaves.

3 Wind 96 ends, 3 yd long, following the 
color sequence of the draft in Figure 1. 
Use your preferred method to warp the 
loom, centering for a width of 12". Sley 
1 per dent in an 8-dent heddle. 

4 4–8 hours before you plan to weave, as-
semble a quantity of leaves that you will 
be able to use in 1 or 2 weaving sessions 
and spread them on an old, dampened 
terrycloth towel. Sprinkle water over the 
leaves and roll the towel to make a 
damp bundle. Wrap the bundle in a 
large plastic bag. Place the bundle in a 
warm area to soften the leaves. Unused 
softened leaves can be stored in the re-
frigerator for a few days. 

5 Wind one shuttle of each of the weft 
colors. 

6 Grasscloth requires a firm, flat base, so 
spread the warp with a firm, straight 
header using heavy scrap yarn.

7 Begin the first journal cover by weaving 
½" using Madder Brown and a firm 
beat. This is a sparse warp so this ½" will 
be weft-faced. Continue to weave the 
body of the journal using the prepared 
leaves and following the treadling in Fig-
ure 1. Handling the leaves: Keep the 
leaves in the plastic bag, and pull out as 
needed. Insert the stiffer end of a leaf 
into the shed, passing all the way 

through so that the end sticks out a bit 
at the opposite selvedge. Change the 
shed and beat firmly, to help lock the 
leaf in place. When a leaf ends in the 
middle of the shed, pull the tip down 
from below to anchor it and overlap the 
next leaf a bit, pulling its tip down 
through to the wrong side of the cloth. 
For longer leaves, bend them around the 
selvedge edge, crushing them a bit if 
necessary. Note that you will trim the 
selvedges later, so don’t worry too much 
about how they look.

8 Weave the main body of the cover for 
14", end by weaving ½" using Madder 
Brown. 

9 If you have to leave the weaving prior to 
finishing a journal cover, insert 2 shots of 
nylon cord to hold the leaves in place. If 
you need to leave the loom for an ex-
tended period of time, unroll the cloth 
from the loom to let the grasscloth dry 
and to protect your loom.

10 Repeat steps 7–9 for the second 
journal cover. When the first cover 
starts to roll around the cloth beam, 
insert an old terry-cloth hand towel 
between the grasscloth and the cloth 
beam to cushion the grasscloth. 

11 To protect the grasscloth from exces-
sive crushing on the cloth beam, be-
fore you weave the second and third 
covers, cut the first two journals off 
about ¾" inches from the last pick 
of the second journal. Retie the warp 
to the apron rod. Do not cut the two 
journal covers apart yet, as the grass-
cloth and cotton ends both unravel 
easily. 

12 Repeat the weaving steps for the last 
two journal covers.

13 If possible, take the damp cloth 
straight from the loom to your sew-
ing machine. Stitch two straight lines 
across the cotton areas: one close to 
the leaves, and the other ½" away. 
Visit WeavingToday.com for sewing 
instructions.

U
D

repeat for 13¼"

½"

6x

6x

6x

½"

U  Heddle up (hole threads up)
D  Heddle down (slot threads up)

5x3x
6x

slot
hole

leaf weft

8/2 Tencel, Fire Combo #4959-02a
5/2 cotton, Madder Brown #7382

5/2 cotton, Beige #43
5/2 cotton, Posy Green #5877

 

1. Draft and weave plan


