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Note: All seams are ½" unless otherwise 
noted.

1  Following the manufacturer’s directions, 
fuse the lightweight interfacing to the 
entire wrong side of the tote fabric. 
Make sure the crosswise and lengthwise 
grains are straight and perpendicular to 
each other prior to fusing. To cut the 
tote front and back in one piece from a 
single layer of fabric, use the lining Pat-
tern Piece #13 to make a new pattern 
piece on the paper or pattern tissue. 
Eliminate the seam at the tote’s lower 
edge, and make that end the center of 
your new pattern piece. At the same 
time, increase the pattern piece width to 
22. Center the pattern piece on the right 
side of the tote fabric so the side seams 
will run through the center of a vertical 
row of floats on each side and so the 
cut-outs for the base of the tote are cen-
tered in the plain-weave area. 

2  Cut out the tote. Cut a matching piece 
of lining and set it aside. Cut a matching 
piece of fusible fleece. Trim ½" from all 
edges of the fleece, and set it aside. 

3  For the straps, cut six 4"-wide crosswise 
strips. The strips will be joined end-to-
end; rust to rust and burgundy to bur-
gundy. To disguise the seam, lay two 
strips right sides together, aligning the 
2-end contrasting warp end of one strip 
with the single-end contrasting warp 
end of the other. (See photo 1) The top 
piece will extend about 1¾" beyond the 
lower piece. Pin and sew just to the right 
of the single warp end. (See photos 2 
and 3.)

4  Press the seam open. The single warp 
end should run just alongside the seam. 
(See photo 4). Trim the seam to ½". Join 
the remaining strips in the same manner 
so you have one long strip. To join the 
ends of the strip: offset the single con-
trasting warp ends just slightly so that 
only one of them will show on the right 
side. Baste this seam so it can be adjust-
ed later. Be careful that the strip is not 
twisted. You’ll now have one continuous 
loop. 

5  Cut 3"-wide strips of lightweight inter-
facing. Following the manufacturer’s di-
rections, fuse the strips to the center of 
the handles, keeping the interfacing un-
derneath the seam allowances. Right 

sides together, fold the strip lengthwise; 
pin and baste. Press the seam open. Re-
move the basting and press well with the 
seam allowances turned under along 
both long edges of the strip. Where the 
strips are joined, trim the corners of the 
seam allowances diagonally to remove 
excess bulk. Following the manufactur-
er’s directions, apply Steam-a-Seam to 
one long pressed seam allowance. Stop 
2"–3" short of the basted seam so it can 
be adjusted later if needed. Fold the 
strip, wrong sides together so the 
pressed edges are even. Press with a 
warm iron. 

6  The straps are a bit wider than the pat-
tern and their position will vary slightly 
from the pattern: They are 1½" wide, 
and they will be about 9" apart rather 
than 7½" as indicated on the pattern. 
Using the pattern as a general guide, 
determine the placement of the straps 
making sure they’re evenly spaced over 
one vertical row of floats. Cut the floats 
in half that will extend from underneath 
the straps. Trim the ends that will be 
under the strap so they won’t be caught 
in the seam. (See photo 5, top arrow.) 
Every other float in that vertical row will 
remain uncut (lower arrow).

7  

Positioning the strap
Pin the straps in place so that the basted 
seam is on the bottom of the tote. If the 
straps need to be shortened, adjust the 
basted seam accordingly. Once you have 
determined the placement of the straps, 
refer to Steps 9 and 10 in the pattern 
directions and stitch close to the edges 
of the straps that will not be attached to 
the tote. 

8  Apply Steam-a-Seam to both long edges 
of the straps where they will be attached 
to the sides and bottom of the tote. 
Press in place, being careful to keep the 
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cut ends of the floats out of the seam. 
Stitch in place. 

9  Follow the manufacturer’s directions to 
fuse the fleece to the wrong side of the 
tote, over the lightweight interfacing, 
½" from all edges.

10  Assemble the tote following the pat-
tern instructions, Steps 24–39. Be-
fore sewing the side seams, cut the 
floats that fall on the seam line in 
half and move them out of the way 
when sewing.  

11  Although the manufacturer of the 
snap closure recommends using 
cardboard for reinforcement, use 
only interfacing in Step 31 of the 
pattern directions. Continue through 
Step 42, but do not place the card-
board or plastic inside the tote. Slip-
stitch the lining opening closed.

12  If using luan (plywood) to reinforce 
the bottom of the tote, you can 
cover it with fusible fleece before in-
serting it into the sleeve. If doing so, 
cut the lining fabric for the sleeve  
11½" × 17".

 Make a sleeve to cover the card-
board as follows: Cut a piece of lin-
ing fabric 11" × 17". Right sides 
together, fold in half lengthwise; sew 
across one short end and the long 
side with a ½" seam. Turn and press. 
Turn the open edge under ½" twice. 
Press. Stitch close to the pressed 
edge around the opening. Insert the 
board into the sleeve and position in 
the bottom of the tote.

13  Before cutting the floats, run a line 
of Fray Check over the woven-in sec-
tions. Allow to dry thoroughly. Care-
fully cut the floats in half. 

ZIPPERED POUCHES
Fold fabric in half crosswise and 

assemble according to the Noodlehead 
tutorial (Graham, Anna. “Open Wide 
Zippered Pouch: DIY Tutorial.”  
http://www.noodle-head.com/2012/06/
open-wide-zippered-pouch-diy-tutorial.
html). I made these changes to the 
original pattern: I made the pouches 
based on the size of fabric I wove. I used 
both lightweight interfacing and fusible 
fleece as for the tote. I adjusted the 
instructions to account for the fact that 
there is no side seam on one side, and I 
tied a 6" piece of grosgrain ribbon 
through the zipper pull. 


